
ISSN: 2455-2631                                                  June 2023 IJSDR | Volume 8 Issue 6 
 

IJSDR2306275 www.ijsdr.orgInternational Journal of Scientific Development and Research (IJSDR)  2006 

 

Nanoparticles in vector control 
 

Dr. Somerita Panda 
 

Assistant Professor 

Department of Zoology 

Kaliachak College, Malda, West Bengal, India. 

 

Abstract- Vector-borne diseases, including malaria, dengue fever, Zika virus, and other arboviral infections, 

pose significant global health burdens affecting millions annually. Traditional vector control measures, like 

chemical insecticides, have played a vital role in disease management. However, the emergence of insecticide 

resistance and environmental concerns necessitates innovative solutions. Nanotechnology has emerged as a 

promising approach for insect vector control, with nanoparticles offering unique advantages. Metal-based, 

silica, lipid-based, and polymer nanoparticles have shown insecticidal activity against vectors. Mechanisms of 

action include physical penetration, oxidative stress, disruption of metabolic pathways, and 

immunomodulation in insects. Nanoparticles demonstrate larvicidal, adulticidal, and repellent activities, 

providing multi-stage control strategies. Despite their potential, challenges include environmental impact, 

resistance development, formulation stability, and regulatory hurdles. Addressing these issues is critical to 

safely and effectively implementing nanoparticles in insect vector control. This review aims to explore the 

transformative potential of nanotechnology in combating vector-borne diseases and enhancing global health 

efforts. 
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INTRODUCTION:  

Vector-borne diseases, such as malaria, dengue fever, Zika virus, and other arboviral infections, continue to be a 

significant global health burden, affecting millions of people every year. The control of disease-transmitting vectors, 

primarily mosquitoes and ticks, is essential for preventing and managing these diseases. Traditional vector control 

measures, such as chemical insecticides, have significantly reduce disease transmission [1,2].  

In recent years, nanotechnology has emerged as a promising and transformative approach to insect vector control. 

Nanoparticles, defined as particles with sizes ranging from 1 to 100 nanometers, offer unique properties that set them 

apart from bulk materials. Their small size, large surface area-to-volume ratio, and tunable physicochemical 

properties provide several advantages for vector control applications. Researchers have investigated various types of 

nanoparticles, including metal-based, silica, lipid-based, and polymer nanoparticles, for their insecticidal activity[3]. 

Metal-based nanoparticles, such as silver, gold, and copper nanoparticles, have demonstrated inherent toxicity to 

insects and offer prolonged efficacy. Silica nanoparticles, with their biocompatibility and controlled release 

properties, serve as excellent carriers for insecticides and repellents. Lipid-based nanoparticles, such as liposomes and 

solid lipid nanoparticles, have shown potential for targeted delivery of insecticides to vectors. Polymer nanoparticles, 

with their biodegradability and sustained release capabilities, have been explored for their insecticidal and repellent 

properties [4]. 

The mechanisms of action of nanoparticles as insect vector control agents are diverse and multifaceted. Physical 

penetration of nanoparticles into the cuticle and cell membranes of insects leads to cellular damage and dehydration. 

Metal nanoparticles generate reactive oxygen species (ROS) upon contact with insects, causing oxidative stress and 

cell death. Additionally, nanoparticles can interfere with critical metabolic pathways and immunomodulation in 

insects, further compromising their health and survival[5,6,7]. 

The applications of nanoparticles in vector control span various stages of the vector life cycle. Nanoparticles have 

demonstrated larvicidal activity against mosquito larvae, disrupting their development and reducing the population of 

disease vectors. For adult vectors, nanoparticles can be formulated into aerosols, sprays, or impregnated materials to 

target and control the adult population. Nanoparticles also find utility in repellent formulations, providing sustained 

protection against mosquito bites and reducing human-vector contact [8]. 

Despite their promising potential, nanoparticles for insect vector control are not without challenges. Environmental 

impact and potential toxicity to non-target organisms warrant careful evaluation and risk assessments. Nanoparticle 

stability and delivery methods need to be optimized to ensure consistent and effective insecticidal activity. Moreover, 

strategies to enhance the uptake and distribution of nanoparticles within vectors require further exploration[9]. 
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OVERVIEW OF NANOPARTICLES 

Nanoparticles are tiny particles that range in size from 1 to 100 nanometers. A nanometer is one billionth of a meter, 

so nanoparticles are about 100,000 times smaller than the width of a human hair. Nanoparticles have unique 

properties that are different from bulk materials. These properties are due to the large surface area to volume ratio of 

nanoparticles. The surface area is the area outside the particle, and the volume is the amount of space inside the 

particle. The large surface area means that nanoparticles can interact with other substances more easily than bulk 

materials. Nanoparticles are made from of materials, including metals, ceramics, polymers, and composites. The 

properties of nanoparticles depend on the material they are made from, their size, shape, and surface chemistry [10]. 

Nanoparticles have a wide range of potential applications in many different fields, including: 

Medicine: Nanoparticles can be used to deliver drugs to specific parts of the body, to improve the efficacy of 

vaccines, and to diagnose diseases. 

Energy: Nanoparticles can be used to improve the efficiency of solar cells, to store energy, and to produce clean 

fuels. 

Environment: Nanoparticles can clean up pollution, filter water, and break down hazardous waste. 

Materials science: Nanoparticles can create new materials with improved properties, such as more robust, lighter, 

and more heat-resistant materials. 

Electronics: Nanoparticles such as transistors and sensors can create new electronic devices. 

The research and development of nanoparticles is a rapidly growing field, and new applications for nanoparticles are 

constantly being discovered. Nanoparticles have the potential to revolutionize many industries and improve our lives 

in many ways [11].  

 

KEY PROPERTIES OF NANOPARTICLES: 

Large surface area to volume ratio: This means that nanoparticles can interact with other substances more easily 

than bulk materials. 

Enhanced reactivity: Nanoparticles can react more quickly with other substances than bulk materials. 

Stability: Nanoparticles can be stable in a variety of environments. 

Biocompatibility: Some nanoparticles are biocompatible, which means that they can be used in the body without 

causing harm. 

The safety of nanoparticles is a topic of ongoing research. Some studies have shown that nanoparticles can be harmful 

to human health, while others have shown that they are safe.  

 

NANOPARTICLES FOR VECTOR CONTROL 

The use of nanoparticles for vector disease control is still in the early stages of development, but the results so far are 

promising. Nanoparticles are particles with sizes ranging from 1 to 100 nanometers, conferring unique properties that 

differ from bulk materials. Various nanoparticles, including metal-based, silica, lipid-based, and polymer 

nanoparticles, have been investigated for vector control applications. These nanoparticles offer multiple advantages, 

such as a high surface area-to-volume ratio, improved stability, enhanced insecticidal efficacy, and the possibility of 

targeted delivery. Additionally, nanoparticles have been shown to be relatively safe for humans, which makes them a 

promising new option for vector disease control. 

Metal-Based Nanoparticles:  

Metal-based nanoparticles have shown promising potential as effective vector control agents against disease-

transmitting insects. Among these nanoparticles, silver, gold, and copper nanoparticles have demonstrated inherent 

toxicity to insect vectors, particularly mosquitoes. The small size and unique surface properties of metal nanoparticles 

allow them to penetrate the exoskeleton and cell membranes of insects, leading to cellular damage and eventual death. 

Moreover, metal nanoparticles can generate reactive oxygen species (ROS) upon contact with insects, inducing 

oxidative stress and disrupting essential physiological processes. These mechanisms of action make metal-based 

nanoparticles highly effective insecticides for larval and adult vector control. Additionally, the controlled release of 

metal nanoparticles from carrier systems enhances their persistence and reduces the required dosage, contributing to 

more sustainable and environmentally friendly vector control strategies. Continued research and development in 

metal-based nanoparticles offer promising avenues for innovative and efficient approaches in combating vector-borne 

diseases and mitigating their global health impact. [12] 

Silica Nanoparticles:  

Silica nanoparticles have emerged as promising candidates for both insect vector control and parasitic infections due 

to their unique properties and versatile applications. In insect vector control, silica nanoparticles can be utilized as 

carriers for insecticides or repellents, enabling targeted delivery to disease-transmitting vectors. Their small size and 

high surface area facilitate efficient penetration through the exoskeleton and cell membranes of insects, leading to 

cellular damage and mortality. Moreover, the controlled release of active compounds from silica nanoparticles ensures 

sustained insecticidal or repellent activity, presenting a more environmentally friendly and effective approach 
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compared to conventional chemical insecticides. Similarly, in parasitology, silica nanoparticles have been explored as 

carriers for antiparasitic drugs, such as antimalarials or antiparasitic agents. The encapsulation of these drugs within 

silica nanoparticles enhances their stability, bioavailability, and targeted delivery to parasites, thereby improving 

treatment efficacy against parasitic infections. Continued research and development in silica nanoparticles hold great 

promise for innovative and sustainable strategies in controlling disease vectors and combating parasitic infections, 

contributing to global efforts to reduce the burden of vector-borne diseases and parasitic infections. [13,14] 

Lipid-Based Nanoparticles:  

Lipid-based nanoparticles (LNPs) have emerged as promising candidates for both insect vector control and parasitic 

infections due to their unique properties and versatile applications. In insect vector control, LNPs can be utilized as 

carriers for insecticides or repellents, enabling targeted delivery to disease-transmitting vectors. Their small size and 

high surface area facilitate efficient penetration through the exoskeleton and cell membranes of insects, leading to 

cellular damage and mortality. Moreover, the controlled release of active compounds from LNPs ensures sustained 

insecticidal or repellent activity, presenting a more environmentally friendly and effective approach compared to 

conventional chemical insecticides. Similarly, in parasitology, LNPs have been explored as carriers for antiparasitic 

drugs, such as antimalarials or antiparasitic agents. The encapsulation of these drugs within LNPs enhances their 

stability, bioavailability, and targeted delivery to parasites, thereby improving treatment efficacy against parasitic 

infections. Continued research and development in LNPs hold great promise for innovative and sustainable strategies 

in controlling disease vectors and combating parasitic infections, contributing to global efforts to reduce the burden of 

vector-borne diseases and parasitic infections [15, 16, 17]. 

 

Polymer Nanoparticles:  

Polymer nanoparticles have gained significant attention as effective tools for insect vector control and parasitology 

due to their unique properties and versatile applications. As carriers for insecticides and repellents, polymer 

nanoparticles offer advantages such as controlled release, enhanced stability, and targeted delivery of active 

compounds to disease-transmitting vectors. Their biodegradable nature makes them environmentally friendly options 

for sustainable vector control strategies, reducing potential harm to non-target organisms. The small size and surface 

properties of polymer nanoparticles allow for efficient penetration through the insect cuticle and cell membranes, 

leading to cellular damage and mortality. Similarly, in parasitology, polymer nanoparticles have been explored as 

carriers for antiparasitic drugs, improving drug bioavailability and targeted delivery to parasites. The controlled 

release of antiparasitic agents from polymer nanoparticles enhances treatment efficacy against parasitic infections, 

offering a promising approach to combat drug-resistant parasites. Continued research in polymer nanoparticles holds 

great potential for developing innovative and efficient methods in vector control and parasitology, contributing to the 

global efforts in reducing the burden of vector-borne diseases and parasitic infections [18, 19, 20, and 21]. 

 

MECHANISMS OF ACTION OF NANOPARTICLES AS INSECTICIDES:  

The insecticidal activity of nanoparticles is attributed to various mechanisms, including physical, biochemical, and 

physiological interactions with insect vectors. 

Physical Penetration:  

The small size and unique surface properties of nanoparticles allow them to penetrate the cuticle and cell membranes 

of insects. Nanoparticles can disrupt the lipid layer of the insect cuticle, leading to dehydration, desiccation, and 

eventual death. Additionally, nanoparticles can enter the insect's circulatory system, affecting vital organs and 

physiological processes. 

Recent advances in nanotechnology have shed light on the remarkable potential of nanoparticles such as insecticides. 

The small size and unique surface properties of nanoparticles enable them to penetrate the insect's protective cuticle 

and cell membranes with unprecedented efficiency. Studies have demonstrated that nanoparticles, upon contact with 

the insect cuticle, can disrupt the delicate lipid layer, leading to rapid dehydration and desiccation. This disruption 

compromises the insect's ability to regulate water balance, resulting in severe physiological stress and eventual 

mortality [22]. 

Moreover, the penetrating capacity of nanoparticles extends beyond the cuticle, as they can traverse the insect's 

circulatory system. Upon entry, nanoparticles can interact with vital organs and physiological processes, causing 

further disruptions in the insect's homeostasis. This interference with crucial biological pathways can lead to cellular 

damage, affecting essential metabolic and developmental processes in insect vectors. 

Notably, the unique properties of nanoparticles offer distinct advantages over conventional insecticides. Their 

nanoscale dimensions enable them to reach target sites more effectively, ensuring precise and targeted delivery to 

disease-transmitting vectors while minimizing exposure to non-target organisms. Additionally, the diverse surface 

chemistry of nanoparticles allows for tailored functionalization, enhancing their selectivity towards specific insect 

species or life stages[23]. 
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Research has also highlighted the potential of nanoparticle-based formulations for synergistic effects when combined 

with traditional insecticides. These combinations have shown promising results in overcoming insecticide resistance, 

a pressing concern in vector control programs. Furthermore, nanoparticles can be engineered to release insecticidal 

agents gradually, prolonging their efficacy and reducing the need for frequent reapplication. Despite the exciting 

findings and immense promise of nanoparticles as insecticides, ongoing research is essential to fully comprehend their 

mechanisms of action and optimize their safety and environmental impact. In-depth studies are warranted to assess the 

potential toxicity of nanoparticles to non-target organisms and evaluate their persistence in the environment. 

Concurrently, innovative nanotechnological approaches should be explored to optimize nanoparticle delivery systems 

and enhance their cost-effectiveness and practicality for large-scale vector control programs[24]. 

Modern scientific findings have unraveled the fascinating mechanisms of action of nanoparticles such as insecticides. 

Their ability to penetrate the insect's cuticle, disrupt physiological processes, and offer targeted delivery presents a 

revolutionary opportunity for effective and sustainable insect vector control. The pursuit of nanoparticle-based 

insecticides holds significant promise in addressing the challenges posed by vector-borne diseases, ushering in a new 

era of innovative and environmentally friendly approaches to combat these global health burdens. 

Oxidative Stress:  

Metal-based nanoparticles, particularly silver nanoparticles, generate reactive oxygen species (ROS) upon contact 

with insects. ROS causes oxidative stress, damaging cell membranes, proteins, and DNA, leading to cell death. This 

oxidative stress response is particularly effective against insects with limited antioxidant defense mechanisms. 

Nanoparticles have been found in various studies to effectively induce oxidative stress in insect vectors. For instance, 

a study exploring silver nano particles against the malaria vector, Anopheles mosquito, observed a significant increase 

in ROS levels in the mosquito midgut upon exposure to these particles, resulting in reduced fecundity and lifespan 

[27]. Similarly, copper oxide nanoparticles were shown to cause oxidative damage to the nervous system of Aedes 

aegypti mosquitoes in another study, thereby impairing their ability to transmit the dengue virus [28]. 

Disruption of Metabolic Pathways:  

Nanoparticles can interfere with critical metabolic pathways in insects, affecting energy production, hormone 

regulation, and neurotransmission. Metal nanoparticles have been shown to disrupt mitochondrial respiration, leading 

to energy depletion and metabolic dysfunction. 

Scientific research has shown promising results in this field. For example, a study conducted by Wang and colleagues 

investigated the use of titanium dioxide nanoparticles to disrupt the energy metabolism of the diamondback moth, a 

major pest of cruciferous crops. The researchers found that exposure to these nanoparticles led to mitochondrial 

dysfunction and a decrease in ATP production, causing significant energy stress in the moths and eventually leading 

to their mortality [29]. 

Furthermore, another study examined the potential of zinc oxide nanoparticles in interfering with the hormonal 

regulation of the cotton bollworm, a destructive pest of cotton crops. The researchers found that exposure to zinc 

oxide nanoparticles disrupted the insect’s endocrine system, leading to abnormal development and reproductive 

impairment in the cotton bollworm population [30]. 

Immunomodulation: 

 Nanoparticles can modulate the immune response in insects, compromising their ability to combat pathogens. By 

suppressing immune responses, nanoparticles reduce the insect’s ability to defend against pathogens, including those 

that cause vector-borne diseases. 

Research has illustrated the potential of nano particles in immunomodulation for vector control. For instance, a study 

examined the use of chitosan nanoparticles to enhance the immune response of the mosquito Anopheles gambiae 

against Plasmodium falciparum, the malaria parasite. The investigation revealed that these chitosan nanoparticles 

facilitated the activation of immune-related genes within the mosquito, resulting in an augmented defense against the 

malaria parasite and a decrease in the mosquito's ability to transmit the disease [31]. 

Similarly, another investigation focused on the application of silver nanoparticles to hinder the immune response of 

the dengue virus vector, Aedes aegypti. The study findings indicated that exposure to silver nanoparticles led to the 

reduction of crucial immune-related genes in the mosquito, thereby compromising its capacity to combat dengue virus 

infection and potentially restricting its capability to transmit the virus to humans [32]. 

Applications of Nanoparticles in Vector Control:  

The unique properties of nanoparticles offer a wide range of applications in vector control strategies, including 

larvicidal, adulticidal, and repellent activities. 

 

 

 

Larvicidal Activity:  
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Nanoparticles have demonstrated significant larvicidal activity against mosquito larvae. Nanoparticles can disrupt the 

cuticle and cell membranes of mosquito larvae, causing dehydration and death. The controlled release of larvicidal 

compounds from nanoparticles enhances their efficacy and persistence in aquatic environments. 

Scientific research has showcased the potential of nanoparticles as larvicidal agents for vector control. For instance, a 

study investigated the use of neem oil-loaded nanoparticles to target the larvae of the dengue vector, Aedes aegypti. 

The study observed a noteworthy larvicidal effect, as the nanoparticles released neem oil in a controlled manner, 

effectively exterminating the mosquito larvae [33]. 

Similarly, another study delved into the larvicidal activity of silver nanoparticles against the larvae of the malaria 

vector, Anopheles stephensi. This investigation revealed that silver nanoparticles demonstrated robust larvicidal 

properties, resulting in a significant decrease in mosquito larvae populations[34]. 

Adulticidal Activity: 

 Nanoparticles can be formulated into aerosols, sprays, or impregnated materials to target adult mosquito vectors. The 

physical penetration and toxicity of nanoparticles contribute to their adulticidal activity, effectively reducing mosquito 

populations. 

Scientific research has highlighted the potential of nanoparticles for adulticidal activity in vector control. For 

example, a study examined the use of essential oil-loaded nanoparticles to target adult Aedes aegypti mosquitoes, 

which are responsible for transmitting diseases like dengue and Zika virus [35]. The study found a notable adulticidal 

effect, as the nanoparticles efficiently delivered essential oils to the adult mosquitoes, resulting in mortality.  

Similarly, another study investigated the adulticidal activity of nano encapsulated pyrethroids against adult Anopheles 

gambiae mosquitoes, which transmit malaria. The study demonstrated that the nanoparticles enhanced the persistence 

and efficacy of the pyrethroids, resulting in increased mortality in the target mosquito population [36]. 

 

Repellent Activity: 

Nanoparticles can be incorporated into repellent formulations, providing sustained protection against mosquito bites. 

The controlled release of repellents from nanoparticles enhances their longevity and reduces the frequency of 

reapplication. 

Scientific research has revealed the potential of nanoparticles with repellent activity for vector control. For instance, a 

study explored the use of nano emulsion-based formulations to deliver plant-derived repellents against Aedes aegypti 

mosquitoes, known for transmitting diseases like dengue and Zika virus. The study observed that these formulations 

facilitated sustained release of the active ingredients, resulting in enhanced and prolonged repellency against the 

mosquitoes [37]. 

Similarly, another study investigated the repellent activity of citronella oil-loaded nanoparticles against Anopheles 

stephensi mosquitoes, which transmit malaria. The research demonstrated that the nanoparticles effectively released 

citronella oil, leading to strong repellency against the malaria vectors[38]. 

 

LIMITATIONS AND CHALLENGES: 

 Nanoparticles have shown promising potential for insect vector control, but they also face several limitations and 

challenges that need to be carefully considered. Some of these limitations and challenges include: 

1. Environmental Impact: The release of nanoparticles into the environment may lead to unintended ecological 

consequences. Studies have highlighted concerns regarding their potential accumulation and toxicity to non-target 

organisms, disrupting ecosystem balance[39]. 

2. Development of Resistance: As with traditional insecticides, there is a risk of insect vectors developing 

resistance to nanoparticles over time. This could reduce the effectiveness of nanoparticle-based control strategies [40]. 

3. Formulation Stability: Developing stable and effective nanoparticle formulations can be challenging. 

Ensuring that nanoparticles retain their activity during storage and application is crucial for successful vector control 

[41]. 

4. Limited Target Range: Nanoparticles designed to target specific vectors may not be effective against a 

broader range of vector species. This limitation restricts their versatility in controlling multiple diseases transmitted by 

different vectors [42]. 

5. Regulatory Hurdles: The use of nanoparticles in vector control may face regulatory challenges due to their 

novel nature. Lack of clear guidelines and regulations can hinder their widespread adoption[43]. 

6. Cost and Accessibility: Developing and producing nanoparticle-based products can be expensive, making 

them less accessible to resource-limited regions where vector-borne diseases are often prevalent [44]. 

7. Health and Safety Concerns: The potential health risks of nanoparticles to humans and applicators need 

thorough investigation. Proper safety protocols are essential to minimize exposure and adverse health effects [45]. 

8. Application Efficiency: Ensuring uniform and efficient delivery of nanoparticles in the field is essential for 

their effectiveness as vector control agents [46]. 
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In conclusion, while nanoparticles offer exciting possibilities in insect vector control, addressing the above limitations 

and challenges is crucial for their successful integration into vector control programs. A holistic approach that 

considers environmental, health, and socioeconomic factors is necessary to harness the full potential of nanoparticles 

in combatting vector-borne diseases. 

 

CONCLUSION:  

In the quest for effective insect vector control, nanotechnology is emerging as a cutting-edge route, where the 

potential of nanoparticles as potent and ecologically friendly insecticides is increasingly apparent. Nanoparticles have 

unique physicochemical properties that provide them the capacity to use new attack strategies against insect vectors. 

This thus creates opportunities for the development of sophisticated vector control systems that have the potential to 

completely change how we approach this important problem. However, a comprehensive strategy is required to fully 

realize the transformational potential of nanoparticles in the fight against vector-borne illnesses. 

More research is needed to understand the complicated mechanics behind the interactions between nanoparticles and 

insect vectors. Concurrently, rigorous safety evaluations are required to determine the impact of nanoparticles on non-

target creatures, ecosystems, and human health. Field studies are also required to bridge the gap between laboratory 

success and real-world efficacy. By addressing these critical issues, we can overcome current hurdles and promote the 

responsible and successful integration of nanoparticles as important components of insect vector control systems. The 

ultimate goal is to use nanotechnology's unique advantages to provide a safer, more sustainable, and impactful way to 

minimize the challenges posed by vector-borne diseases. 
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