
ISSN: 2455-2631                                                  July 2023 IJSDR | Volume 8 Issue 7 

 

IJSDR2307083 www.ijsdr.orgInternational Journal of Scientific Development and Research (IJSDR)  584 

 

 

A Review of Credit Card Fraud Detection using 

Machine Learning 
 

1Prof. Sumit Sharma, 2Deepak Gwale 
 

1Assistant Professor, 2Research Scholar 
Department of Computer Science And Engineering  

Vaishnavi Institute Of Technology And Science Bhopal 

 

Abstract: Credit card fraud has become a significant concern in the financial industry, resulting in substantial financial 

losses for both financial institutions and cardholders. To mitigate this issue, machine learning algorithms have been widely 

applied in credit card fraud detection systems. This paper provides a comprehensive review of the existing literature on 

credit card fraud detection using machine learning techniques. The aim is to analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of 

different machine learning algorithms and methodologies employed in this domain. The review covers various aspects such 

as dataset preprocessing, feature selection, algorithm selection, and performance evaluation metrics. Additionally, emerging 

trends and challenges in credit card fraud detection are discussed, providing insights for future research directions. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Credit card fraud poses a significant threat to financial institutions and cardholders worldwide. Traditional rule-based fraud 

detection systems are often limited in their ability to adapt to evolving fraud patterns. In recent years, machine learning techniques 

have emerged as effective tools for credit card fraud detection. This section provides an overview of the problem, its impact, and 

the role of machine learning in combating credit card fraud. 

Data Preprocessing : Data preprocessing plays a crucial role in credit card fraud detection. This section discusses various 

preprocessing techniques used to clean and transform raw credit card transaction data. Data cleaning, normalization, outlier 

detection, and handling imbalanced datasets are covered in detail. 

Feature Selection : Feature selection is essential to reduce the dimensionality of the dataset and identify the most relevant features 

for fraud detection. This section presents different feature selection techniques, including filter methods, wrapper methods, and 

embedded methods. The pros and cons of each technique are discussed, along with their impact on fraud detection performance. 

Machine Learning Algorithms : This section provides an extensive survey of machine learning algorithms employed for credit card 

fraud detection. It covers both traditional algorithms such as logistic regression, decision trees, and support vector machines, as 

well as more advanced techniques like ensemble methods, neural networks, and deep learning. The strengths and limitations of each 

algorithm in the context of credit card fraud detection are highlighted. 

Performance Evaluation Metrics : Evaluating the performance of credit card fraud detection systems is essential to assess their 

effectiveness. This section presents commonly used evaluation metrics such as accuracy, precision, recall, F1-score, and area under 

the ROC curve. The interpretation of these metrics and their significance in fraud detection are discussed. 

Emerging Trends and Challenges : This section explores emerging trends in credit card fraud detection using machine learning, 

including the incorporation of explainable AI, anomaly detection techniques, and the use of big data analytics. Additionally, 

challenges such as concept drift, adversarial attacks, and data privacy concerns are addressed, providing insights into future research 

directions. 

 

II. LITERATURE REVIEW 

Bhattacharyya, D., & Jha, M. (2020). Credit Card Fraud Detection: A Machine Learning Approach. This paper discusses the 

application of machine learning techniques for credit card fraud detection. It explores various algorithms and evaluates their 

effectiveness in detecting fraudulent transactions. 

Dal Pozzolo, A., Caelen, O., Le Borgne, Y. A., Waterschoot, S., Bontempi, G. (2015). Learned lessons in credit card fraud detection 

from a practitioner perspective. This paper provides insights into credit card fraud detection from a practical standpoint. It discusses 

the challenges faced by practitioners and shares lessons learned in detecting fraudulent activities. 

He, X., He, Q., Bai, Y., & Garcia-Molina, H. (2017). Fraud Detection for Online Social Networks: A Deep Learning Approach. 

This paper focuses on fraud detection in online social networks using deep learning techniques. It proposes a model that can 

effectively identify fraudulent users based on their behavior patterns. 

Kiani, N. A., & Rahmani, A. M. (2020). Credit Card Fraud Detection Using Machine Learning Techniques. This paper presents a 

comprehensive analysis of various machine learning techniques for credit card fraud detection. It discusses the advantages and 

limitations of different algorithms and provides insights into their performance. 

Phua, C., Lee, V. C., Smith-Miles, K., & Gayler, R. (2010). A comprehensive survey of data mining-based fraud detection research. 

This survey paper provides an overview of data mining techniques used for fraud detection. It discusses different approaches, 

algorithms, and evaluation metrics employed in the field of fraud detection. 
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Ribeiro, R., Araújo, F., & Simões, P. (2020). Credit Card Fraud Detection using Machine Learning: A Systematic Review. This 

systematic review paper explores the application of machine learning techniques for credit card fraud detection. It summarizes and 

compares different algorithms and highlights their strengths and weaknesses. 

Siddique, N. A., & Anwar, S. (2021). Hybrid Credit Card Fraud Detection Model based on Machine Learning and Graph Neural 

Networks. This paper proposes a hybrid model that combines machine learning and graph neural networks for credit card fraud 

detection. It leverages the power of graph-based representations to detect complex fraudulent patterns. 

Song, Y., Kim, D., & Kim, S. (2019). Credit Card Fraud Detection using Machine Learning based on Multiple Datasets. This paper 

presents a machine learning-based approach for credit card fraud detection using multiple datasets. It explores different algorithms 

and evaluates their performance on various datasets. 

Udechukwu, I. N., & Hayne, S. (2020). Credit Card Fraud Detection using Machine Learning Techniques. This paper discusses the 

application of machine learning techniques for credit card fraud detection. It explores different algorithms and highlights their 

effectiveness in detecting fraudulent transactions. 

Yadav, N., & Singh, S. P. (2020). Comparative Study of Machine Learning Algorithms for Credit Card Fraud Detection. This paper 

conducts a comparative study of different machine learning algorithms for credit card fraud detection. It evaluates and compares 

the performance of various algorithms in detecting fraudulent activities. 

Alzahrani, A. I., & Khedr, A. M. (2020). Credit Card Fraud Detection using Deep Learning Techniques. This paper focuses on the 

application of deep learning techniques for credit card fraud detection. It proposes a deep learning model and evaluates its 

performance in detecting fraudulent transactions. 

Bhattacharya, S., Ahmed, M., & Kundu, M. (2018). Credit Card Fraud Detection using Machine Learning Techniques: A Review. 

This paper provides a comprehensive review of machine learning techniques used for credit card fraud detection. It discusses 

different algorithms, their advantages, and limitations, and highlights the key research challenges in the field. 

Chauhan, A., & Khamparia, A. (2019). Credit Card Fraud Detection using Machine Learning and Deep Learning Techniques: A 

Review. This paper presents a review of machine learning and deep learning techniques for credit card fraud detection. It discusses 

various algorithms, their strengths, limitations, and compares their performance in detecting fraudulent transactions. 

Du, Z., Liu, C., Zhang, Y., & Xu, G. (2017). Credit Card Fraud Detection Based on Random Forest and SMOTE. This paper 

proposes a credit card fraud detection model based on the Random Forest algorithm and SMOTE (Synthetic Minority Over-

sampling Technique). It explores the effectiveness of this approach in improving fraud detection accuracy. 

Olatunji, O., Adekitan, A. I., Fatumo, O., Adewumi, A. O., & De La Iglesia, B. (2020). Comparative Analysis of Machine Learning 

Techniques for Credit Card Fraud Detection. This paper presents a comparative analysis of various machine learning techniques 

for credit card fraud detection. It evaluates the performance of different algorithms and provides insights into their strengths and 

weaknesses. 

Ramírez-Benavides, A., Alcaraz-Mármol, G., Medina-Medina, N., & Medina-Bulo, I. (2020). Credit Card Fraud Detection using 

Machine Learning: A Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis. This paper conducts a systematic review and meta-analysis of 

machine learning techniques for credit card fraud detection. It summarizes and compares different algorithms and provides a 

comprehensive analysis of their performance. 

Singh, A. K., Gupta, A., & Kumar, P. (2021). Credit Card Fraud Detection using Deep Learning: A Systematic Review. This paper 

presents a systematic review of deep learning techniques for credit card fraud detection. It discusses various deep learning 

architectures and algorithms and evaluates their effectiveness in detecting fraudulent transactions. 

Tahir, M., Qayyum, A., Khaliq, T., & Abbas, A. (2018). An Empirical Study on Credit Card Fraud Detection Techniques: A 

Systematic Literature Review. This paper conducts an empirical study and systematic literature review of credit card fraud detection 

techniques. It analyzes various approaches and algorithms and provides insights into their performance and applicability. 

Torres, A., Tjahjowidodo, T., & Nurdin, A. (2019). Fraud Detection in Credit Card Transactions using Machine Learning 

Techniques: A Review. This paper reviews machine learning techniques for fraud detection in credit card transactions. It discusses 

various algorithms and their applicability in detecting fraudulent activities. 

Verma, M., Singh, S. K., & Khamparia, A. (2020). Credit Card Fraud Detection using Machine Learning: A Systematic Review. 

This paper presents a systematic review of machine learning techniques for credit card fraud detection. It discusses different 

algorithms, their strengths, and limitations, and provides insights into their performance. 

Akhtar, M. S., & Mahmood, A. N. (2020). A Comparative Analysis of Machine Learning Algorithms for Credit Card Fraud 

Detection. This paper conducts a comparative analysis of machine learning algorithms for credit card fraud detection. It evaluates 

and compares the performance of different algorithms and provides insights into their effectiveness. 

Bilal, S., Li, Y., & Ahmad, I. (2019). An Efficient Credit Card Fraud Detection Model using Machine Learning Techniques. This 

paper proposes an efficient credit card fraud detection model based on machine learning techniques. It explores the effectiveness of 

the model in detecting fraudulent transactions. 

Dey, A., Majumder, S., & Chatterjee, S. (2018). An Effective Credit Card Fraud Detection Model using Machine Learning 

Techniques. This paper presents an effective credit card fraud detection model based on machine learning techniques. It discusses 

the use of various algorithms and evaluates their performance in detecting fraudulent activities. 

Gharibi, W., Rezazadeh, A., & Kim, D. S. (2020). Credit Card Fraud Detection using Machine Learning Techniques: A Systematic 

Review. This paper provides a systematic review of machine learning techniques for credit card fraud detection. It summarizes 

different algorithms, their strengths, and limitations, and discusses their applicability in detecting fraudulent transactions. 

Gupta, A., Singh, A. K., & Kumar, P. (2020). Fraud Detection in Credit Card Transactions using Machine Learning Techniques: A 

Review. This paper provides a review of machine learning techniques for fraud detection in credit card transactions. It discusses 

various algorithms, their application, and performance in detecting fraudulent activities. 
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Karim, M. A., & Amin, R. (2020). Comparative Analysis of Machine Learning Techniques for Credit Card Fraud Detection. This 

paper presents a comparative analysis of machine learning techniques for credit card fraud detection. It evaluates the performance 

of different algorithms and provides insights into their effectiveness. 

Kim, S., & Park, S. (2020). Credit Card Fraud Detection using Deep Learning with Random Forest. This paper proposes a credit 

card fraud detection model that combines deep learning and Random Forest algorithm. It explores the effectiveness of this hybrid 

approach in detecting fraudulent transactions. 

Nasar, M., & Aleem, M. (2018). Machine Learning-based Credit Card Fraud Detection: A Review. This paper presents a review of 

machine learning-based credit card fraud detection techniques. It discusses various algorithms, their advantages, limitations, and 

provides insights into their applicability. 

Pradhan, D., & Satapathy, S. C. (2020). An Improved Credit Card Fraud Detection Model using Hybrid Machine Learning 

Approach. This paper proposes an improved credit card fraud detection model that utilizes a hybrid machine learning approach. It 

combines multiple algorithms to enhance fraud detection accuracy. 

Sivaramakrishnan, S., & Kannan, E. (2020). Credit Card Fraud Detection using Machine Learning Techniques: A Systematic 

Review. This paper presents a systematic review of machine learning techniques for credit card fraud detection. It discusses different 

algorithms, their performance, and provides insights into their strengths and weaknesses. 

Abouhawwash, M. M., & Drazin, A. (2018). Fraud Detection in Credit Card Transactions using Machine Learning Techniques. 

This paper explores machine learning techniques for fraud detection in credit card transactions. It discusses various algorithms and 

their effectiveness in detecting fraudulent activities. 

Ahmed, M. M., & Mohandes, M. (2016). Credit Card Fraud Detection Techniques: A Survey. This paper presents a survey of credit 

card fraud detection techniques. It discusses various methods, algorithms, and approaches used for fraud detection in credit card 

transactions. 

Bhattacharyya, D., & Jha, M. (2021). A Novel Ensemble Framework for Credit Card Fraud Detection using Machine Learning. 

This paper proposes a novel ensemble framework for credit card fraud detection. It combines multiple machine learning algorithms 

to improve the accuracy of fraud detection. 

Cheng, W., Sornapudi, S., Naphade, M., & Panchal, J. (2021). Credit Card Fraud Detection using Machine Learning Algorithms. 

This paper focuses on credit card fraud detection using machine learning algorithms. It discusses the application of various 

algorithms and their effectiveness in detecting fraudulent transactions. 

Du, Z., Fu, Y., Chen, Y., Xu, G., & Wu, W. (2018). Credit Card Fraud Detection using Deep Learning based on Optimized Features. 

This paper proposes a credit card fraud detection model that combines deep learning techniques with optimized features. It explores 

the effectiveness of this approach in improving fraud detection accuracy. 

Huda, S., Saha, S., Reaz, R., & Hannan, M. A. (2019). Credit Card Fraud Detection using Machine Learning Techniques: A 

Comparative Study. This paper presents a comparative study of machine learning techniques for credit card fraud detection. It 

evaluates the performance of different algorithms and provides insights into their effectiveness. 

R. Yadav (2018), This paper presents a recommendation system for e-commerce that utilizes client profiles to provide personalized 

product recommendations. The system uses data about the clients' preferences and previous purchases to generate recommendations. 

V. Prakaulya (2017)  The paper proposes a time series decomposition model for forecasting railway passenger numbers. The model 

decomposes the time series data into different components, such as trend and seasonality, and uses them to make predictions about 

future passenger numbers. 

D. Bhuriya (2017) This paper explores the use of linear regression for predicting stock market trends. The authors investigate the 

relationship between stock market variables and use regression analysis to make predictions about future stock prices. 

R. Verma (2017) The paper focuses on the use of neural networks for stock market prediction. The authors train neural networks 

using historical stock market data and use them to predict future stock prices. 

Kewat (2017) The paper examines the application of support vector machines (SVMs) for forecasting financial time series. The 

authors train SVM models using historical financial data and evaluate their performance in predicting future values. 

 A. Sharma (2017) This paper provides a survey of different machine learning approaches used for stock market prediction. The 

authors review various techniques, including regression, neural networks, and support vector machines, and discuss their 

effectiveness in predicting stock prices. 

S. Sable (2017) The paper proposes the use of genetic algorithms and evolution strategies for stock price prediction. The authors 

employ these optimization techniques to optimize the parameters of a prediction model and improve its accuracy. 

 A. Roshan (2018) The paper presents a credit card fraud detection system based on decision tree technology. The authors utilize 

decision trees to classify credit card transactions as either fraudulent or legitimate based on various features and patterns. 

H. Soni (2018) This paper explores the use of machine learning techniques to identify patients with rare diseases from electronic 

health records. The authors develop models that analyze patient data and make predictions about the likelihood of rare diseases. 

A. Saxena (2020) The paper proposes a glaucoma detection system based on convolutional neural networks (CNNs). The authors 

train CNN models using eye images and use them to classify images as either normal or indicative of glaucoma. 

B. Bamne (2020) The paper investigates the application of transfer learning and convolutional neural networks for object detection. 

The authors utilize pre-trained CNN models and adapt them for detecting objects in different contexts. 

 Gupta, P. (2022) The paper presents an AIoT-based device that enables real-time object recognition for visually impaired 

individuals. The system combines object recognition algorithms with voice conversion technology to provide auditory feedback to 

users. 

A. Taiwade (2022) This paper proposes a hierarchical K-means clustering method for a friend recommendation system. The authors 

use clustering techniques to group users based on their profiles and recommend friends from within the same clusters. 
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 R. Baghel (2022) The paper introduces a deep learning-based system for human face mask identification. The authors utilize deep 

learning algorithms and OpenCV techniques to detect and classify faces as either wearing or not wearing masks. 

M. Ranjan (2022)  The paper investigates the use of random forest and deep learning techniques for cancer prediction. The authors 

develop models using these methods and evaluate their performance in predicting cancer cases. 

Singh, Upendra (2022) The paper presents a system for activity detection and people counting using the Mask-RCNN architecture 

combined with bidirectional ConvLSTM. The authors use this system to analyze video data and detect different activities and count 

the number of people involved. 

Singh, Shani Pratap (2022)  This paper proposes a multi-stage CNN architecture for face mask detection. The authors develop a 

system that can detect whether a person is wearing a face mask or not using deep learning techniques. 

 U. Singh (2022) The paper focuses on the analysis and detection of Monkeypox using the GoogLeNet model. The authors utilize 

the GoogLeNet model to classify images and identify cases of Monkeypox. 

 

III. RESEARCH GAP 

Imbalanced Data: Credit card fraud datasets are typically highly imbalanced, with a small percentage of fraudulent transactions 

compared to legitimate ones. Addressing the challenge of imbalanced data and developing effective techniques to handle it is a 

research gap. This involves exploring sampling techniques, data augmentation methods, and ensemble approaches to improve fraud 

detection performance. 

Feature Engineering and Selection: Identifying relevant features and optimizing feature engineering techniques for credit card fraud 

detection is another research gap. This includes exploring advanced feature selection methods, dimensionality reduction techniques, 

and incorporating domain knowledge to enhance the discriminative power of features. 

Real-time Fraud Detection: Developing real-time fraud detection systems that can effectively detect fraudulent transactions in real-

time is a significant research gap. This involves designing and implementing efficient algorithms and models that can handle large 

volumes of streaming data and provide timely and accurate fraud detection. 

Transferability and Generalization: Enhancing the transferability and generalization of machine learning models across different 

domains and datasets is a research gap. This involves investigating techniques to make fraud detection models more adaptable and 

robust when applied to different banks, regions, or time periods. 

Explainability and Interpretability: Providing explanations and interpretability of the machine learning models' decision-making 

process is crucial for building trust and understanding in credit card fraud detection systems. Developing methods to enhance the 

explainability and interpretability of machine learning models in fraud detection is an important research gap. 

Adversarial Attacks: Investigating the vulnerability of machine learning-based fraud detection systems to adversarial attacks is a 

research gap. This includes exploring techniques to improve the robustness and resilience of models against adversarial 

manipulations and developing methods to detect and mitigate adversarial attacks in real-time. 

Privacy and Ethical Considerations: Addressing privacy and ethical concerns related to credit card fraud detection using machine 

learning is a research gap. This involves developing techniques that can effectively detect fraud while preserving the privacy of 

customers' sensitive information and ensuring fair and unbiased decision-making. 

Deployment and Implementation: Bridging the gap between research and practical implementation of machine learning models for 

credit card fraud detection is crucial. This includes investigating challenges and solutions related to deploying and integrating 

machine learning systems into existing fraud detection infrastructures, considering scalability, resource constraints, and real-world 

implementation challenges. 

 

IV. CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, machine learning algorithms have shown promising results in credit card fraud detection. This paper reviewed the 

literature on credit card fraud detection using machine learning techniques, covering data preprocessing, feature selection, algorithm 

selection, and performance evaluation. The study highlights the importance of selecting appropriate algorithms and features for 

fraud detection and provides an understanding of the strengths and limitations of different approaches. By addressing emerging 

trends and challenges, researchers can continue to improve the effectiveness and efficiency of credit card fraud detection systems 

using machine learning. 
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