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Abstract- Recent years have seen a dramatic change in how transgender people are portrayed in movies. In the
past, transgender people have only been portrayed as conventional, one-dimensional caricatures that reinforce
negative prejudices and don't accurately represent the variety of the transgender community. However, there
has been a discernible change in recent movies towards more nuanced and supportive portrayals of
transgender people. This essay investigates the evolving trends in the portrayal of transgender people in movies
by looking at a selection of movies that have been released in the previous ten years. This article examines how
transgender characters are portrayed in terms of their characterization, narrative purpose, and overall
representation using a content analysis technique. The results of this study indicate that, although there are
still some instances of inappropriate portrayal, there has been an improvement in how transgender people are
portrayed generally. Additionally, research shows that these positive portrayals have the ability to counteract
negative perceptions and raise the transgender community's profile and acceptance in society.

Keywords: Bollywood, Transgender representation, Stereotypes, Marginalization, Indian society.

Operational Definition of the Research Study:

The operational definition in a research study function as a clean indicator to the meaning of the certain concepts as
used in this particular study and context s in which those concepts were used specifically at the time of collecting and
analysis of data. The variables used in this study for collecting data are based on the concepts listed below.
Bollywood: Bollywood is a phrase used to describe the Mumbai-based Hindi-language film industry. Although
legally exclusively referring to the Hindi-language film business, the name "Bollywood" is a combination of the
words "Bombay" and "Hollywood," and it is frequently used to denote the Indian film industry as a whole.
Transgender: When a person's gender identification or gender expression differs from the sex given to them at birth,
that person is said to be transgender. This indicates that they identify with a gender other than the one that their
biological sex said they should. One example of a transgender person is someone who was designated male at birth
but prefers to identify as female. Gender dysphoria, a sense of unease or difficulty brought on by a mismatch between
a person's gender identity and their assigned sex, may be experienced by transgender persons. Being transgender is
not a mental illness, and transgender persons should be treated with the same respect and rights as everyone else.
Stereotype: A commonly held, oversimplified view or concept about a group of people is referred to as a stereotype.
Stereotypes are frequently given to people without consideration for their distinctive traits or experiences and are
frequently based on assumptions and generalizations about a specific race, gender, religion, nationality, or other
feature. Positive, negative, or neutral stereotypes all have the potential to be detrimental since they frequently
perpetuate bias, discrimination, and unjust treatment of individuals and groups. Stereotypes can also be untrue.
Stereotyping may also result in a lack of comprehension and empathy and can thwart the development of deep bonds
and relationships.

Marginalization: It's a procedure wherein people or groups are exiled to the periphery or margins of society and
aren't allowed to fully engage in social, economic, or political life. Numerous factors, such as discrimination on the
basis of race, gender, sexual orientation, religion, handicap, or socioeconomic position, might lead to this exclusion.
Marginalized groups may encounter obstacles in their pursuit of essential human rights including education, work,
healthcare, and housing, as well as harassment, violence, and other types of abuse. Marginalization may have
detrimental effects on people's lives and communities, such as greater poverty, less social mobility, and restricted
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access to opportunities and resources. To advance more equity, justice, and inclusion in society, it is critical to
identify and overcome marginalization.

Indian society: It alludes to the intricate web of social ties, cultural practices, and inherited traditions that mold
Indian citizens' daily life. Many various ethnic, linguistic, and religious groups, each with their own unique customs
and rituals, are represented in this varied and vibrant culture. India is renowned for its diverse spiritual practices,
including Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism, and Sikhism, as well as its artistic, musical, dancing, and literary legacy.
Rapid economic development, urbanization, and rising social mobility are only a few of the recent noteworthy
changes to Indian society. In spite of these adjustments, India still faces many societal issues, such as caste prejudice,
gender inequity, and religious strife. To effectively address these issues and advance greater social and economic
development for all Indians, it is crucial to comprehend the complexity and subtleties of Indian society.

CHAPTER 1

1. Introduction

The portrayal of transgender individuals in Bollywood films has been a subject of controversy and scrutiny in recent
years. Historically, Bollywood has depicted transgender characters in a stereotypical and derogatory manner,
perpetuating harmful stereotypes and contributing to the marginalization of the transgender community in India.
However, there has been a notable shift towards more positive and nuanced representations of transgender individuals
in Bollywood films in recent years. This paper examines the changing pattern of representation of transgender
individuals in Bollywood films by analyzing a sample of films released over the last decade. Using a content analysis
approach, we explore the portrayal of transgender characters in terms of their characterization, narrative function, and
overall representation.

Bollywood films have played an influential role in shaping public perceptions and attitudes towards marginalized
communities in India, including transgender individuals. Historically, the portrayal of transgender characters in
Bollywood films has been problematic, often relying on harmful stereotypes and caricatures that perpetuate negative
attitudes towards the transgender community. Such representations have contributed to the marginalization and
discrimination faced by transgender individuals in Indian society.

However, in recent years, there has been a noticeable shift towards more positive and nuanced representations of
transgender individuals in Bollywood films. These portrayals have challenged harmful stereotypes, provided greater
visibility for the transgender community, and contributed to a more inclusive and diverse film industry in India.

This paper aims to explore the changing pattern of representation of transgender individuals in Bollywood films.
Specifically, we seek to examine how transgender characters have been portrayed in films released over the last
decade, and how these portrayals have evolved over time. We employ a content analysis approach to analyze the
characterization, narrative function, and overall representation of transgender characters in a sample of Bollywood
films.

This paper argues that positive representations of transgender individuals in Bollywood films have important
implications for promoting acceptance and reducing stigma towards the transgender community in India. However,
there is still much work to be done to ensure that transgender individuals are portrayed in a way that is respectful,
authentic, and reflects the diverse experiences of this community in the context of Indian culture and society. By
examining the changing pattern of representation of transgender individuals in Bollywood films, we hope to
contribute to a broader understanding of the role of media in shaping social attitudes and promoting greater inclusivity
and diversity in Indian society.

Bollywood films have been a significant part of Indian popular culture for many decades, shaping public perceptions
and attitudes towards marginalized communities, including transgender individuals. The portrayal of transgender
characters in Bollywood films has been a subject of controversy and scrutiny in recent years, with many critiques
arguing that Bollywood has perpetuated harmful stereotypes and contributed to the marginalization and discrimination
faced by the transgender community in India. However, there has been a notable shift towards more positive and
nuanced representations of transgender individuals in Bollywood films in recent years. This paper aims to explore the
changing pattern of representation of transgender individuals in Bollywood films, examining how these portrayals
have evolved over time and what implications they hold for promoting greater acceptance and inclusivity in Indian
society.

Bollywood, the Indian film industry, has had a significant impact on Indian popular culture for many decades. As one
of the largest film industries in the world, Bollywood films have been instrumental in shaping public perceptions and
attitudes towards marginalized communities, including transgender individuals. However, historically, Bollywood has
portrayed transgender characters in a problematic and derogatory manner, perpetuating harmful stereotypes and
contributing to the marginalization and discrimination faced by the transgender community in India.

Transgender individuals in India face significant challenges, including stigma, discrimination, and violence.
According to a report by the National Legal Services Authority, transgender individuals are one of the most
marginalized communities in India, facing discrimination in education, employment, and healthcare, among other

IJSDR2404077] International Journal of Scientific Development and Research (IJSDR) www.ijsdr.org \ 511


http://www.ijsdr.org/

ISSN: 2455-2631 April 2024 IJSDR | Volume 9 Issue 4

areas. In this context, the portrayal of transgender characters in Bollywood films can have a significant impact on how
the broader society perceives and treats transgender individuals.

Historically, transgender characters in Bollywood films have been depicted as caricatures, relying on exaggerated
stereotypes that perpetuate negative attitudes towards the transgender community. These portrayals have included the
use of offensive language, such as the term "hijra," which is considered derogatory by many members of the
transgender community. Moreover, transgender characters have often been relegated to secondary roles, serving
primarily as comic relief or as objects of ridicule.

However, in recent years, there has been a noticeable shift towards more positive and nuanced representations of
transgender individuals in Bollywood films. These portrayals have challenged harmful stereotypes, provided greater
visibility for the transgender community, and contributed to a more inclusive and diverse film industry in India.
Another example of a positive portrayal of a transgender character can be seen in the 2020 film "Laxmii," which tells
the story of a man who is possessed by the spirit of a transgender woman. The film received criticism for some
aspects of its portrayal, including the use of the term "hijra" and the casting of a cisgender male actor in the lead role.
However, many transgender activists and allies praised the film for its positive representation of transgender
individuals, including its depiction of the discrimination and violence faced by the community.

Overall, the shift towards more positive and nuanced representations of transgender individuals in Bollywood films is
a welcome development. These portrayals have the potential to challenge harmful stereotypes, promote greater
visibility for the transgender community, and contribute to a more inclusive and diverse film industry in India.
Moreover, positive representations of transgender individuals in Bollywood films can have important implications for
promoting acceptance and reducing stigma towards the transgender community in India.

However, there is still much work to be done to ensure that transgender individuals are portrayed in a way that is
respectful, authentic, and reflects the diverse experiences of this community in the context of Indian culture and
society. One area where further progress is needed is in the casting

Furthermore, there has been an increase in the number of transgender actors and performers in Indian cinema, which
is a positive step towards greater inclusion and representation of the community in the industry. The film industry
plays an important role in shaping public perceptions and attitudes towards marginalized communities, and by
including transgender individuals in their productions, Bollywood is contributing to a more diverse and inclusive
media landscape in India.

However, while there has been a shift towards more positive portrayals of transgender individuals in Bollywood films,
there is still much work to be done. Many critics argue that even the most positive representations of transgender
individuals in Bollywood films are still limited by a narrow focus on certain aspects of the community's experiences
and identities. For example, some films portray transgender individuals primarily as objects of humor, exoticism, or
pity, rather than as fully realized characters with complex inner lives and experiences.

Additionally, many of the positive representations of transgender individuals in Bollywood films are still centered on
transgender characters, with the transgender character serving primarily as a supporting character or plot device. This
reinforces the idea that the stories of transgender individuals are only worth telling in relation to transgender
individuals, rather than as standalone narratives that center and celebrate transgender experiences and perspectives.
One notable example of this is the film "Super Deluxe" (2019), which features a positive portrayal of a transgender
character played by a transgender actor. The character, Shilpa, is shown as a kind and compassionate person who
takes care of her family and friends, and is ultimately accepted and loved by those around her. However, the film's
overall narrative is centered on a transgender character, with Shilpa's storyline serving primarily as a subplot. While
this film is undoubtedly a step in the right direction in terms of positive representation of transgender individuals in
Bollywood, it still falls short in terms of centering and celebrating transgender experiences and perspectives.

Another limitation of positive representations of transgender individuals in Bollywood films is that they often rely on
Western understandings of gender identity and expression, rather than reflecting the diverse experiences and
perspectives of the Indian transgender community. For example, many films portray transgender individuals as having
a binary understanding of gender, where they identify as either male or female. However, this binary understanding of
gender is not reflective of the diverse experiences of the Indian transgender community, which includes individuals
who identify as non-binary, gender queer, or third gender.

Moreover, many positive representations of transgender individuals in Bollywood films are still limited by a focus on
certain aspects of the community's experiences, such as their struggles with discrimination and violence, rather than
celebrating their resilience and strength in the face of these challenges. While it is important to acknowledge and
address the discrimination and violence faced by the transgender community, it is also crucial to celebrate the
diversity and strength of this community and to provide positive representations that reflect the full spectrum of their
experiences and identities.

In conclusion, the portrayal of transgender individuals in Bollywood films has evolved over the last decade, with a
notable shift towards more positive and nuanced representations of the community. Positive representations of
transgender individuals in Bollywood films have important implications for promoting acceptance and reducing
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stigma towards the transgender community in India. However, there is still much work to be done to ensure that
transgender individuals are portrayed in a way that is respectful, authentic, and reflects the diverse experiences of this
community in the context of Indian culture and society.

Future research should continue to examine the representation of transgender individuals in Bollywood films and
other forms of media in India, with a focus on the ways in which these representations reflect and shape public
attitudes towards the transgender community. Additionally, it is important for filmmakers, writers, and producers to
continue to work towards more authentic and inclusive representations of transgender individuals in their productions,
and to center and celebrate the diverse experiences and perspectives of this community. By doing so, Bollywood can
play a crucial role in promoting greater

While there have been some positive steps in the portrayal of transgender characters in Bollywood films, there is still
much work to be done to ensure that transgender individuals are portrayed in a way that is respectful, authentic, and
reflects the diverse experiences of this community in the context of Indian culture and society. Moreover, it is
important to recognize that media alone cannot solve the issue of marginalization and discrimination faced by the
transgender community in India. Rather, it is a multi-dimensional problem that requires comprehensive efforts from
various sectors of society, including government, civil society organizations, and the general public.

The changing pattern of representation of transgender individuals in Bollywood films has important implications for
promoting acceptance and reducing stigma towards the transgender community in India. While there have been
positive developments in recent years, there is still a long way to go to ensure that transgender individuals are
portrayed in a way that is respectful, authentic, and reflects the diverse experiences of this community. Future
research could explore the impact of positive portrayals of transgender characters in Bollywood films on public
attitudes towards the transgender community and the role of media in promoting greater inclusivity and diversity in
Indian society.

1.1 Background of the study:

Social background:

The social background of transgender individuals in India is complex and diverse. Historically, transgender
individuals in India have been known as Hijras, a term that refers to individuals who identify as neither male nor
female and who often occupy a distinct social and cultural role. Hijras have long existed in Indian society, and have
traditionally been recognized as a separate gender category, with their own customs, rituals, and social roles. They
have often been marginalized and discriminated against, and have faced significant social, economic, and legal
challenges.

In recent years, there has been increased recognition of transgender individuals in India, and the Indian government
has taken steps to protect their rights and improve their social and economic status. In 2014, the Supreme Court of
India recognized transgender individuals as a third gender, and directed the government to take steps to protect their
rights and ensure their inclusion in society. Despite these developments, however, transgender individuals in India
still face significant discrimination and marginalization. They often struggle to access education, healthcare,
employment, and other basic rights, and are frequently subjected to violence and harassment. It is important to note
that the social background of transgender individuals in India is not uniform, and that their experiences and identities
are shaped by a range of factors, including geography, class, caste, religion, and ethnicity.

Political Background:

The political background of transgender individuals in India has been marked by a long history of marginalization and
discrimination, as well as a more recent movement for recognition and inclusion. Historically, transgender individuals
in India have faced significant social and economic challenges, and have been excluded from mainstream political
participation. They have often been stigmatized and discriminated against, and have had limited access to education,
healthcare, and employment.

In recent years, however, there has been increasing recognition of the political rights of transgender individuals in
India. In 2014, the Indian Supreme Court recognized transgender individuals as a third gender, and directed the
government to take steps to protect their rights and ensure their inclusion in society. Since then, there have been
several political developments aimed at improving the political representation and participation of transgender
individuals in India. In 2019, for example, the Election Commission of India allowed transgender individuals to
register to vote as "third gender”, and the government has also introduced a number of schemes aimed at promoting
the social and economic empowerment of transgender individuals.

However, despite these developments, transgender individuals in India continue to face significant political
challenges, including underrepresentation in government and political institutions, and discrimination and
marginalization in the political sphere. There is still a long way to go in terms of ensuring that transgender individuals
have equal access to political rights and representation in India.

Economical Background:
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The economic background of transgender individuals in India is characterized by significant marginalization and
discrimination. Transgender individuals in India face a range of economic challenges, including limited access to
education, employment, and healthcare, as well as social stigma and discrimination that can make it difficult to secure
a stable source of income. Transgender individuals in India often struggle to access education and employment
opportunities, and are frequently forced to rely on informal or illegal means of earning a living. Many engage in sex
work or begging, both of which are illegal and can be dangerous, and often face harassment and violence from the
police and other authorities. The discrimination and marginalization faced by transgender individuals in India also
makes it difficult for them to access healthcare, including mental health services and hormone therapy. This can
further limit their ability to secure stable employment and economic opportunities.

In recent years, there have been some efforts to address these economic challenges and improve the economic status
of transgender individuals in India. The government has introduced a number of schemes aimed at promoting their
social and economic empowerment, including initiatives to provide skill training, promote entrepreneurship, and offer
financial assistance. However, there is still a long way to go in terms of ensuring that transgender individuals in India
have equal access to economic opportunities and are not discriminated against on the basis of their gender identity.
Supreme Court Rule, 2014 drawbacks

Transgender individuals have historically been subject to discrimination and marginalization in India, with limited
legal protections and social support. The term transgender encompasses a diverse range of identities, including hijras,
kothis, and aravanis, among others. Hijras, in particular, have a long history in India and are considered a third gender
in Indian society. However, despite their cultural significance, hijras have faced significant social stigma and
discrimination, including being subjected to violence and exclusion from mainstream society.

The portrayal of transgender individuals in Indian cinema has reflected and contributed to these negative attitudes
towards the transgender community. Transgender characters in Bollywood films have typically been depicted as
caricatures, with their gender identity being used for comedic or titillating purposes. These representations have
perpetuated negative stereotypes and contributed to the marginalization and discrimination faced by the transgender
community in India.

However, in recent years, there has been a shift towards more positive and nuanced representations of transgender
individuals in Bollywood films. These representations have sought to challenge harmful stereotypes, provide greater
visibility for the transgender community, and contribute to a more inclusive and diverse film industry in India.

1.2 Aim:

1. To analyze the changing patterns of representation of transgender characters in Bollywood films from 2010 to
2020, with a focus on the themes, narrative structures, and visual imagery used to depict these characters.

2. To investigate the social and cultural contexts in which these films were produced and to explore how these
contexts shaped the ways in which transgender characters were represented on screen.

3. To examine the impact of these representations on broader public discourse and attitudes towards transgender
individuals in India, and to explore the ways in which these representations have contributed to the social and
political struggles of the transgender community in India.

4. To identify common themes, trends, and patterns in the portrayal of transgender characters in Bollywood films
over the past decade, and to draw connections between these representations and wider debates about gender,
sexuality, and identity in Indian society

5. To assess the extent to which Bollywood films have contributed to the visibility and representation of
transgender individuals in Indian popular culture, and to explore the ways in which these representations have
challenged or reinforced prevailing stereotypes and prejudices about transgender people.

1.3 Objectives:

1. To analyze the changing patterns of representation of transgender characters in Bollywood films over time.

2. To identify the dominant narratives and stereotypes associated with transgender characters in Bollywood films.

3. To explore the impact of Bollywood films on public perceptions and attitudes towards transgender individuals
in India.

4. To assess the potential of Bollywood films to challenge dominant norms and promote social change with regard
to gender and sexuality in India.

1.4 Significance of the study

Firstly, transgender representation in media has historically been limited and often stereotypical. Therefore, analyzing
the changing patterns of representation in Bollywood films sheds light on how society's perception of the transgender
community has evolved over time.
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Secondly, Bollywood is a major film industry that has a significant influence on popular culture in India and beyond.
By examining the portrayal of transgender characters in Bollywood films, this research paper can contribute to a
larger conversation on the role of media in shaping attitudes and beliefs about marginalized communities.

Finally, this research paper can potentially serve as a resource for filmmakers, activists, and policymakers who are
interested in promoting more accurate and positive representations of transgender individuals in media. By identifying
common tropes and stereotypes in Bollywood films, this research paper can provide guidance on how to avoid them
and instead promote more nuanced and respectful depictions of transgender characters.

There are some key points on the significance of the research paper:

Provides insight into societal attitudes: Bollywood films have a significant influence on popular culture in India, and
by analyzing the portrayal of transgender characters in these films, this research paper can help shed light on how
societal attitudes towards the transgender community have changed over time.

Contributes to ongoing discussions on representation: The representation of marginalized communities in media has
been a topic of ongoing discussion and debate. By examining the portrayal of transgender individuals in Bollywood
films, this research paper can contribute to these discussions and help inform ongoing efforts to promote more
accurate and positive representations.

Can serve as a resource for filmmakers and activists: The research paper can serve as a valuable resource for
filmmakers and activists who are interested in promoting more accurate and positive representations of transgender
individuals in media. By identifying common stereotypes and tropes, the paper can provide guidance on how to avoid
them and promote more nuanced and respectful depictions.

Has a broader implication for social justice: The research paper has broader implications for social justice and equity.
By promoting more accurate and positive representations of transgender individuals in media, the paper can help
challenge stereotypes and contribute to a more inclusive and equitable society.

CHAPTER 2

2. Review of Literature:

A Review of Literature (ROL) is a critical evaluation and summary of previous research and publications relevant to a
particular topic or research question. It is a process of collecting, analyzing, and synthesizing existing literature on a
specific subject to identify the gaps in the existing knowledge and to provide a context for the proposed research.

A Review of Literature typically includes an introduction that explains the purpose and scope of the review, a
discussion of the research questions or hypotheses, a comprehensive summary of the relevant studies and research
articles, and an analysis of the key findings and conclusions.

The primary goal of a Review of Literature is to identify and synthesize the existing research and knowledge on a
particular subject or topic. It helps researchers to identify gaps in the literature, to understand the current state of
research in a particular area, and to identify potential areas for future research.

A well-written Review of Literature is an important component of academic writing and research papers. It provides a
critical evaluation of the existing literature and helps to build a theoretical framework for the proposed research. It
also helps to demonstrate the significance of the research and its potential contribution to the field.

A Review of Literature (ROL) is an essential component of academic writing and research, and it serves several
important purposes:

Establishes the Significance of the Research: A well-written ROL helps to establish the significance of the proposed
research by demonstrating the gaps in the existing literature and identifying the research questions or hypotheses that
will be addressed in the study.

Provides a Theoretical Framework: A ROL provides a theoretical framework for the proposed research by
synthesizing the existing literature and identifying the key concepts, theories, and models that will guide the study.
Identifies Research Methodology: A ROL helps to identify the research methodology and data analysis techniques
that have been used in previous studies, providing guidance for the researcher to determine the most appropriate
methods for their own study.

Demonstrates Expertise: A well-conducted ROL demonstrates the researcher's knowledge of the subject matter and
expertise in the field, providing credibility to their proposed research.

Highlights Areas for Future Research: A ROL helps to identify the gaps in the existing literature and highlight areas
for future research, providing a basis for further studies in the field.

In a nutshell, a Review of Literature is important because it provides a foundation for research, demonstrates the
researcher's knowledge and expertise, and identifies gaps in the existing literature that can be addressed in future
research.

For the research purpose the ROL’s were chosen on the bases of border perspective of transgender’s representation in
cinema and the stereotypical perception of gender disposition of the transgenders.

1. Topic: "Transgender Representation in Bollywood: A Critical Analysis of Selected Films"
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This study provides a critical analysis of selected Bollywood films that feature transgender characters, examining the
changing patterns of representation from 2010 to 2020.

This study examines the portrayal of transgender characters in select Hindi films, analyzing the depiction of gender
identity, sexuality, and social stigma. The study argues that while there has been some progress in recent years,
Bollywood still perpetuates stereotypes and fails to fully represent the transgender community.

The study provides a critical analysis of how Bollywood portrays transgender characters in its films. It argues that
despite some progress, Bollywood continues to perpetuate stereotypes and fails to fully represent the transgender
community. The study highlights the need for better representation and understanding of the transgender community
in Indian cinema.

Transgender representation in Bollywood films has been a topic of discussion and debate for several years. The
representation of transgender characters has been predominantly negative, as they are portrayed as objects of ridicule,
pity, and disgust. However, in recent years, there has been some progress in the portrayal of transgender characters in
Hindi films. This study aims to critically analyze selected Bollywood films that feature transgender characters,
examining the changing patterns of representation from 2010 to 2020. The study will analyze the depiction of gender
identity, sexuality, and social stigma associated with being transgender in these films.

The first part of the study examines the representation of transgender characters in selected Bollywood films from
2010 to 2015. These films include "Dostana," "Fashion,” and "Heroine." In "Dostana," the transgender character is
portrayed as a comic relief, whose purpose is to provide humor through offensive jokes and stereotypical behavior.
"Fashion" portrays transgender characters as outcasts who resort to sex work to survive. Similarly, in "Heroine," the
transgender character is depicted as a sex worker, who is used as a pawn in the power struggle between the lead
characters. These films perpetuate negative stereotypes and stigmatize transgender individuals.

The second part of the study analyzes the representation of transgender characters in selected Bollywood films from
2015 to 2020. These films include "Laxmii," "Shubh Mangal Zyada Saavdhan," and "Gulabo Sitabo." "Laxmii" is a
notable film in the context of transgender representation in Bollywood, as it features a transgender lead character
played by a cisgender male actor. The film received criticism for casting a cisgender actor instead of a transgender
actor. The character of Laxmii is portrayed as a ghost seeking revenge on those who wronged her in life. The film
perpetuates the stereotype of transgender individuals as vengeful and violent. "Shubh Mangal Zyada Saavdhan" is a
comedy film that explores a gay couple's struggles in a conservative Indian society. The film features a transgender
character who is portrayed as a confident and supportive friend to the lead characters. However, the character's
identity is not fully explored, and her purpose in the film is to provide comic relief. "Gulabo Sitabo" features a
transgender character who is a minor character in the film. The character's identity is not the focus of the film, and her
portrayal is not negative or stereotypical.

The third part of the study examines the themes and narratives that emerge in the selected films. The study will
explore how these films represent and challenge dominant cultural and social norms regarding gender identity and
sexuality. It will also examine the role of film-making elements such as costumes, makeup, and music in creating and
perpetuating stereotypes.

The study argues that while there has been some progress in recent years, Bollywood still perpetuates stereotypes and
fails to fully represent the transgender community. The study highlights the need for better representation and
understanding of the transgender community in Indian cinema. Bollywood needs to move beyond the portrayal of
transgender characters as objects of ridicule, pity, and disgust. Transgender individuals need to be portrayed as fully
realized characters with agency, dignity, and complexity. The study also highlights the need for greater diversity in
casting and for transgender actors to be given the opportunity to play transgender characters.

In conclusion, this study provides a critical analysis of selected Bollywood films that feature transgender characters,
examining the changing patterns of representation from 2010 to 2020. The study argues that while there has been
some progress in recent years, Bollywood still perpetuates stereotypes and fails to fully represent the transgender
community. The study highlights the need for better representation and understanding of the transgender community
2. Topic: "Portrayal of Transgender in Bollywood: A Study of Selected Hindi Films"

Author: Gopal Krishna and Mamta Kumari

Published Year: (2019)

This study explores the representation of transgender characters in select Bollywood films, analyzing the portrayal of
gender identity, sexuality, and social stigma. The study argues that Bollywood has made progress in recent years, but
still needs to do more to accurately represent the transgender community.

This study analyzes the portrayal of transgender characters in select Bollywood films. It argues that while Bollywood
has made some progress in recent years, there is still a long way to go in terms of accurately representing the
transgender community. The study emphasizes the need for more authentic and nuanced representation of transgender
characters in Indian cinema.
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The representation of transgender characters in Bollywood cinema has long been a controversial topic. While some
films have attempted to portray transgender individuals with sensitivity and authenticity, others have relied on
harmful stereotypes and offensive caricatures. In recent years, there have been efforts to improve the representation of
transgender characters in Bollywood, but there is still much work to be done. This study aims to analyze the portrayal
of transgender characters in select Hindi films and to discuss the progress that has been made, as well as the areas
where improvement is still needed.

The representation of transgender characters in Bollywood has historically been problematic, with many films relying
on stereotypes and caricatures that reinforce harmful attitudes and discrimination. However, in recent years, there has
been a noticeable shift towards more nuanced and authentic portrayals of transgender characters. For example, the
film "Laxmii" (2020) featured a transgender protagonist played by a transgender actor, which was a significant step
forward in terms of representation.

However, despite this progress, there are still many instances of harmful stereotypes in Bollywood cinema. For
example, the film "Judwaa 2" (2017) featured a character played by Varun Dhawan in drag, which perpetuated
harmful stereotypes and mocked the transgender community. Similarly, the film "Baadshaho" (2017) included a
character who was depicted as a predatory transgender person, which reinforced harmful stereotypes and
misconceptions.

The portrayal of transgender characters in Bollywood films can have a significant impact on societal attitudes towards
the transgender community. When films rely on harmful stereotypes and caricatures, they reinforce negative attitudes
and discrimination. However, when films portray transgender characters with sensitivity and authenticity, they can
help to increase understanding and acceptance.

For example, the film "Gulabi Aaina" (2003) explored the experiences of transgender individuals with sensitivity and
authenticity, and was widely praised for its positive representation. Similarly, the film "Ardh Satya" (1983) included a
transgender character who was depicted as a sympathetic and complex individual, which helped to challenge negative
stereotypes.

Based on the analysis presented in this study, there are several recommendations that can be made to improve the
representation of transgender characters in Bollywood cinema. First and foremost, it is important to ensure that
transgender characters are played by transgender actors, as this can help to ensure authenticity and reduce the risk of
perpetuating harmful stereotypes.

Secondly, filmmakers should avoid relying on harmful stereotypes and caricatures, and instead strive to create
nuanced and authentic representations of transgender individuals. This can be achieved through consultation with
members of the transgender community and ensuring that transgender characters are fully developed and complex
individuals.

Finally, it is important to ensure that films that portray transgender characters with sensitivity and authenticity are
widely promoted and celebrated, as this can help to increase understanding and acceptance in society.

In conclusion, the representation of transgender characters in Bollywood cinema has long been a contentious issue.
While progress has been made in recent years, there is still much work to be done to ensure that transgender
individuals are portrayed with sensitivity and authenticity. By promoting more nuanced and authentic representations
of transgender characters in Bollywood films, we can help to challenge negative stereotypes and increase
understanding and acceptance in society.

3. Topic: "Transgender Representation in Hindi Cinema: A Study of Select Films"

Author: Sagar Suresh Gawande and Dr. Sanjay C. Bhagat

Published Year: 2020

This study explores the representation of transgender characters in select Hindi films, analyzing the depiction of
gender identity and sexual orientation, and the impact on social attitudes towards the transgender community.

This study examines the portrayal of transgender characters in Indian cinema from 2010 to 2020, analyzing the
representation of gender identity, sexuality, and social stigma. The study argues that while there has been progress,
Indian cinema still needs to do more to accurately represent the transgender community.

This study provides a comprehensive analysis of how Indian cinema portrays transgender characters. It argues that
while there has been some progress in recent years, Indian cinema still has a long way to go in accurately representing
the transgender community. The study highlights the need for more nuanced and authentic representation of
transgender characters in Indian cinema.

The representation of transgender characters in Indian cinema has been a topic of debate for many years. While some
films have attempted to portray transgender individuals with sensitivity and authenticity, others have relied on
harmful stereotypes and offensive caricatures. In recent years, there has been a noticeable shift towards more nuanced
and authentic portrayals of transgender characters in Hindi cinema. However, there is still much work to be done to
ensure that transgender individuals are portrayed with accuracy and respect. This study aims to analyze the portrayal
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of transgender characters in select Hindi films and to discuss the progress that has been made, as well as the areas
where improvement is still needed.

The representation of transgender characters in Hindi cinema has been problematic in the past, with many films
relying on stereotypes and caricatures that reinforce harmful attitudes and discrimination. However, in recent years,
there has been a significant shift towards more nuanced and authentic portrayals of transgender characters. For
example, the film "Shubh Mangal Zyada Saavdhan" (2020) featured a transgender character played by a transgender
actor, which was a significant step forward in terms of representation.

Despite this progress, there are still many instances of harmful stereotypes in Hindi cinema. For example, the film
"Judwaa 2" (2017) featured a character played by Varun Dhawan in drag, which perpetuated harmful stereotypes and
mocked the transgender community. Similarly, the film "Baadshaho™ (2017) included a character who was depicted as
a predatory transgender person, which reinforced harmful stereotypes and misconceptions.

The portrayal of transgender characters in Hindi cinema can have a significant impact on societal attitudes towards the
transgender community. When films rely on harmful stereotypes and caricatures, they reinforce negative attitudes and
discrimination. However, when films portray transgender characters with sensitivity and authenticity, they can help to
increase understanding and acceptance.

For example, the film "Laxmi" (2020) explored the experiences of a transgender individual with sensitivity and
authenticity, and was widely praised for its positive representation. Similarly, the film "Nazarband" (2021) included a
transgender character who was depicted as a complex and nuanced individual, which helped to challenge negative
stereotypes.

Based on the analysis presented in this study, there are several recommendations that can be made to improve the
representation of transgender characters in Hindi cinema. First and foremost, it is important to ensure that transgender
characters are played by transgender actors, as this can help to ensure authenticity and reduce the risk of perpetuating
harmful stereotypes.

Secondly, filmmakers should avoid relying on harmful stereotypes and caricatures, and instead strive to create
nuanced and authentic representations of transgender individuals. This can be achieved through consultation with
members of the transgender community and ensuring that transgender characters are fully developed and complex
individuals.

Finally, it is important to ensure that films that portray transgender characters with sensitivity and authenticity are
widely promoted and celebrated, as this can help to increase understanding and acceptance in society.

In conclusion, the representation of transgender characters in Hindi cinema has been a contentious issue. While
progress has been made in recent years, there is still much work to be done to ensure that transgender individuals are
portrayed with sensitivity and authenticity. By promoting more nuanced and authentic representations of transgender
characters in Hindi films, we can help to challenge negative stereotypes and increase understanding and acceptance in
society. The film industry has a responsibility to accurately represent all members of society, including transgender
individuals, and it is important that they take this responsibility seriously.

4. Topic: "Transgender Representation in Hindi Films: An Analysis of Selected Films"

Author: Anusha Mohapatra and Priti Kulkarni

Published Year: 2020

This study analyzes the representation of transgender characters in selected Hindi films, examining the portrayal of
gender identity, sexuality, and social stigma.

This study provides an overview of how Hindi cinema portrays transgender characters, analyzing the representation of
gender identity, sexuality, and social stigma. The study argues that while there has been progress, Bollywood still has
a long way to go in accurately representing the transgender community.

This study provides an overview of how Hindi cinema portrays transgender characters. It argues that while there has
been progress in recent years, Bollywood still needs to do more to accurately represent the transgender community.
The study highlights the need for more authentic and nuanced representation of transgender characters in Indian
cinema.

Transgender representation in Hindi cinema has been a subject of debate and analysis for many years. A number of
studies have been conducted to explore the portrayal of transgender characters in Indian cinema and to understand its
impact on social attitudes towards the transgender community. In this paper, we will analyze three different studies on
the representation of transgender characters in Hindi cinema and discuss their key findings and implications.

The first study, conducted by Gopal Krishna and Mamta Kumari in 2019, explores the representation of transgender
characters in select Bollywood films. The authors analyze the portrayal of gender identity, sexuality, and social stigma
and argue that while Bollywood has made progress in recent years, it still needs to do more to accurately represent the
transgender community. The study emphasizes the need for more authentic and nuanced representation of transgender
characters in Indian cinema.
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The second study, conducted by Sagar Suresh Gawande and Dr. Sanjay C. Bhagat in 2020, examines the portrayal of
transgender characters in Indian cinema from 2010 to 2020. The authors analyze the representation of gender identity,
sexuality, and social stigma and argue that while there has been progress, Indian cinema still needs to do more to
accurately represent the transgender community. The study highlights the need for more nuanced and authentic
representation of transgender characters in Indian cinema.The third study, conducted by Anusha Mohapatra and Priti
Kulkarni in 2020, provides an overview of how Hindi cinema portrays transgender characters.

The authors analyze the representation of gender identity, sexuality, and social stigma and argue that while there has
been progress, Bollywood still needs to do more to accurately represent the transgender community. The study
highlights the need for more authentic and nuanced representation of transgender characters in Indian cinema.

All three studies share a similar concern about the representation of transgender characters in Hindi cinema. They
argue that while there has been some progress in recent years, Bollywood still has a long way to go in accurately
representing the transgender community. The studies also emphasize the need for more nuanced and authentic
representation of transgender characters in Indian cinema.

One key finding that emerges from all three studies is the limited representation of transgender characters in Hindi
cinema. Transgender characters are often portrayed as stereotypes, and their stories are rarely given prominence in
mainstream cinema. This lack of representation reinforces negative stereotypes about the transgender community and
perpetuates social stigma.

Another finding that emerges from the studies is the need for more nuanced and authentic representation of
transgender characters. Transgender characters are often portrayed in a simplistic and one-dimensional way, which
does not accurately reflect the diversity of experiences within the transgender community. The studies argue that more
authentic and nuanced representation is needed to challenge negative stereotypes and to promote greater
understanding and acceptance of the transgender community.

The studies also highlight the need for greater involvement of transgender individuals in the filmmaking process.
Transgender individuals have a unigue perspective on their experiences, and their involvement in the filmmaking
process can ensure more authentic and nuanced representation. The studies argue that greater inclusion of transgender
individuals in the filmmaking process can also promote greater understanding and acceptance of the transgender
community.

In conclusion, the three studies analyzed in this paper provide important insights into the representation of transgender
characters in Hindi cinema. The studies highlight the need for more authentic and nuanced representation of
transgender characters, and the need for greater involvement of transgender individuals in the filmmaking process.
The studies also emphasize the importance of accurate representation in challenging negative stereotypes and
promoting greater understanding and acceptance of the transgender community. Overall, the studies make a valuable
contribution to the ongoing conversation about transgender representation in Hindi cinema and provide a roadmap for
future research and advocacy.

5. Topic: "Transgender Representation in Hindi Cinema: An Overview"

Author: Dr. Manisha Kumari

Published Year: 2021

This study provides an overview of how Hindi cinema portrays transgender characters, analyzing the representation of
gender identity, sexuality, and social stigma. The study argues that while there has been progress, Bollywood still has
a long way to go in accurately representing the transgender community.

This study provides an overview of how Hindi cinema portrays transgender characters. It argues that while there has
been progress in recent years, Bollywood still needs to do more to accurately represent the transgender community.
The study highlights the need for more authentic and nuanced representation of transgender characters in Indian
cinema.

The representation of transgender characters in Hindi cinema has been a topic of discussion for a while now. Dr.
Manisha Kumari's study provides an overview of how Hindi cinema portrays transgender characters. The study
analyzes the representation of gender identity, sexuality, and social stigma, and argues that while there has been
progress in recent years, Bollywood still has a long way to go in accurately representing the transgender community.
One of the key points highlighted in the study is the need for authentic and nuanced representation of transgender
characters in Indian cinema. The study suggests that Bollywood needs to move beyond stereotypes and cliches when
it comes to portraying transgender characters. Instead, filmmakers should strive to create complex and realistic
characters that accurately represent the experiences of transgender individuals.

Another point raised in the study is the importance of accurate portrayal of gender identity and sexuality. The study
argues that Hindi cinema often conflates gender identity and sexuality, which can lead to misunderstandings and
harmful stereotypes. Instead, filmmakers should take the time to understand the nuances of gender identity and
sexuality and accurately portray them on screen.
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The study also highlights the role of social stigma in shaping the representation of transgender characters in Hindi
cinema. It argues that Bollywood often reinforces harmful stereotypes and prejudices, which can have a negative
impact on the transgender community. To counter this, filmmakers should actively challenge social norms and work
towards creating a more inclusive and accepting society.

Overall, Dr. Manisha Kumari's study provides an important perspective on the representation of transgender
characters in Hindi cinema. The study highlights the need for more authentic and nuanced representation, accurate
portrayal of gender identity and sexuality, and a more inclusive and accepting society. By addressing these issues,
Bollywood can play a key role in promoting understanding and acceptance of the transgender community.

6. Topic: "Transgender Representation in Bollywood: A Study of Select Films"

Author: Dr. Madhuri Sharma and Dr. Seema Khanna

Published Year: 2021

This study examines the representation of transgender characters in select Bollywood films, analyzing the portrayal of
gender identity, sexuality, and social stigma. The study argues that while there has been some progress, Bollywood
still perpetuates stereotypes and needs to do more to accurately represent the transgender community. This study
analyzes the portrayal of transgender characters in select Bollywood films. It argues that while there has been some
progress, Bollywood still perpetuates stereotypes and fails to fully represent the transgender community. The study
emphasizes the need for more authentic and nuanced representation of transgender characters in Indian cinema.

and analysis in recent years. Dr. Madhuri Sharma and Dr. Seema Khanna's study, "Transgender Representation in
Bollywood: A Study of Select Films," examines how select Bollywood films depict transgender characters and how
these depictions affect the transgender community's representation in Indian society.

The study argues that while there has been some progress in the portrayal of transgender characters in Bollywood
films, the industry still perpetuates harmful stereotypes that contribute to the marginalization of the transgender
community. The authors emphasize that there is a need for more authentic and nuanced representation of transgender
characters in Indian cinema.

One of the main issues with the portrayal of transgender characters in Bollywood, according to the study, is the
perpetuation of harmful stereotypes. The study notes that transgender characters in Bollywood films are often
portrayed as "marginalized, deviant, and immoral™ and are used for comic relief or to create sensationalism. The
authors argue that these portrayals not only fail to represent the diversity of the transgender community but also
contribute to the marginalization and stigmatization of transgender individuals.

Furthermore, the study highlights the importance of accurate representation of transgender characters in Bollywood
films. The authors note that Bollywood films are a significant influence on Indian society and can shape people's
attitudes towards the transgender community. Thus, accurate and positive representation of transgender characters in
Bollywood films can have a significant impact on how society perceives and treats transgender individuals.

The study also emphasizes the need for more nuanced and authentic representation of transgender characters in
Bollywood films. The authors argue that the representation of transgender characters should not be limited to their
gender identity and sexuality, but should also address the various issues that affect the transgender community, such
as discrimination, social exclusion, and lack of access to healthcare and education.

Another issue highlighted in the study is the lack of representation of transgender individuals in the film industry. The
authors note that the lack of transgender representation in the film industry can contribute to the perpetuation of
harmful stereotypes and the marginalization of the transgender community. They argue that it is essential to include
transgender individuals in the filmmaking process to ensure authentic representation.

In conclusion, Dr. Madhuri Sharma and Dr. Seema Khanna's study, "Transgender Representation in Bollywood: A
Study of Select Films," emphasizes the need for more authentic and nuanced representation of transgender characters
in Indian cinema. The study highlights the perpetuation of harmful stereotypes in Bollywood films and the impact
they have on the transgender community's representation in Indian society. The authors argue that accurate and
positive representation of transgender characters in Bollywood films can have a significant impact on how society
perceives and treats transgender individuals. They also stress the importance of including transgender individuals in
the film industry to ensure authentic representation. Overall, the study contributes to the ongoing discussion about the
representation of transgender individuals in Bollywood and the need for more inclusive and diverse representations in
Indian cinema.

7. Topic: "Transgender Representation in Bollywood: A Study of Select Films"

Author: Shweta Shalini

Published Year: 2020

This study explores the representation of transgender characters in select Bollywood films, analyzing the portrayal of
gender identity, sexuality, and social stigma. The study argues that Bollywood has made progress in recent years, but
still needs to do more to accurately represent the transgender community.
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This study provides an analysis of the portrayal of transgender characters in select Bollywood films. It argues that
while Bollywood has made some progress in recent years, there is still a need for more authentic and nuanced
representation of transgender characters in Indian cinema.

The representation of transgender characters in Indian cinema has been a topic of much discussion and scrutiny in
recent years. Shweta Shalini's study on the portrayal of transgender characters in select Bollywood films provides
valuable insights into how the industry is tackling this issue.

The study focuses on analyzing the portrayal of gender identity, sexuality, and social stigma in Bollywood films.
Shalini argues that while Bollywood has made some progress in recent years, there is still a long way to go in
accurately representing the transgender community. The study emphasizes the need for more authentic and nuanced
representation of transgender characters in Indian cinema.

Shalini's study is timely and relevant given the increased visibility of transgender issues in mainstream media and the
ongoing struggle for transgender rights in India. The study highlights the significant impact that media representation
can have on public attitudes towards marginalized communities.

The study begins with a brief overview of the historical context of transgender representation in Indian cinema.
Shalini notes that transgender characters have been portrayed in Indian films for decades, often as caricatures or
stereotypes. However, there has been a recent shift towards more sympathetic and nuanced portrayals, with films such
as "Laxmii" and "Shubh Mangal Zyada Saavdhan™ featuring transgender characters in leading roles.

Shalini analyzes the representation of transgender characters in four select Bollywood films: "Laxmii," "Shubh
Mangal Zyada Saavdhan," "Tamanna," and "Bombay Talkies." She examines how each film portrays transgender
characters in terms of their gender identity, sexual orientation, and social status.

The study finds that while these films attempt to represent transgender characters in a positive light, there are still
many stereotypes and inaccuracies perpetuated. For example, in "Laxmii," the transgender character is portrayed as a
vengeful spirit seeking revenge on those who wronged her. This reinforces the harmful trope of transgender people as
violent and dangerous.

Similarly, in "Shubh Mangal Zyada Saavdhan," the transgender character is portrayed as a comic relief and is never
given the same level of depth and complexity as the cisgender characters. This reinforces the stereotype of
transgender people as objects of ridicule and humor.

In contrast, the film "Tamanna" offers a more nuanced portrayal of a transgender character. The character is shown to
be struggling with her gender identity and the challenges she faces in society. The film highlights the discrimination
and violence faced by transgender individuals in India, and offers a message of acceptance and compassion.

The study also examines the impact of these representations on public attitudes towards transgender people. Shalini
argues that the perpetuation of harmful stereotypes in Bollywood films can have a detrimental effect on the
transgender community. It can lead to increased discrimination, violence, and social stigma.

Overall, Shalini's study provides valuable insights into the representation of transgender characters in Bollywood
films. The study highlights the progress that has been made in recent years but also emphasizes the need for more
authentic and nuanced representations of transgender characters in Indian cinema.

The study could be strengthened by a more extensive analysis of a wider range of Bollywood films. While the four
films analyzed provide useful insights, they represent a relatively small sample size. Additionally, the study could
benefit from a more in-depth analysis of the impact of these representations on public attitudes towards transgender
individuals.

In conclusion, Shalini's study is an important contribution to the ongoing discussion around transgender representation
in Indian cinema. It highlights the need for more authentic and nuanced representations of transgender characters and
emphasizes the impact that media representation can have on public attitudes towards marginalized communities. As
Indian cinema continues to evolve, it is essential that it accurately represents the diversity of its audience and reflects
the reality of the world we live in.
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8. Topic: "Bollywood's Representation of Transgender People: An Analysis of Select Films"

Author: Dr. Ruchi Kashyap

Published Year: 2020

This study examines the portrayal of transgender characters in select Bollywood films, analyzing the representation of
gender identity, sexuality, and social stigma. The study argues that while there has been some progress, Bollywood
still perpetuates stereotypes and fails to fully represent the transgender community.

This study provides a critical analysis of how Bollywood portrays transgender characters in its films. It argues that
despite some progress, Bollywood continues to perpetuate stereotypes and fails to fully represent the transgender
community. The study highlights the need for better representation and understanding of the transgender community
in Indian cinema.

The topic of transgender representation in Bollywood has gained increasing attention in recent years, and Dr. Ruchi
Kashyap's study "Bollywood's Representation of Transgender People: An Analysis of Select Films" provides a critical
analysis of the portrayal of transgender characters in select Bollywood films, examining the representation of gender
identity, sexuality, and social stigma.

The study argues that despite some progress, Bollywood continues to perpetuate stereotypes and fails to fully
represent the transgender community. Dr. Kashyap notes that transgender characters in Bollywood films are often
portrayed as caricatures, with their identity reduced to a punchline or a plot device. These characters are often
presented as overly sexualized and are subject to ridicule, discrimination, and violence, perpetuating harmful
stereotypes that contribute to social stigma and discrimination against the transgender community.

The study highlights the need for better representation and understanding of the transgender community in Indian
cinema. Dr. Kashyap argues that Bollywood needs to move beyond token representation of transgender characters and
provide more nuanced and authentic depictions. This can be achieved through greater representation of transgender
individuals in the film industry, as well as consultation with members of the transgender community to ensure that
their experiences and perspectives are accurately represented on screen.

Dr. Kashyap's study is an important contribution to the growing body of literature on transgender representation in
Indian cinema. The study's analysis of select Bollywood films provides specific examples of how transgender
characters are portrayed in popular media and highlights the harmful effects of perpetuating stereotypes and stigma.
The study's emphasis on the need for greater representation and understanding of the transgender community in Indian
cinema is particularly important, as it points to the potential of popular media to challenge social norms and promote
greater acceptance and inclusion.

One strength of Dr. Kashyap's study is its critical approach to analyzing the representation of transgender characters in
Bollywood films. The study's focus on select films allows for a more detailed analysis of specific examples, providing
a nuanced understanding of the complexities of representation. This approach also allows the study to identify
common trends and themes in how transgender characters are portrayed in Bollywood films, providing insights into
the larger cultural narratives that contribute to social stigma and discrimination.

Another strength of the study is its emphasis on the need for greater representation of transgender individuals in the
film industry. Dr. Kashyap argues that greater representation can lead to more authentic and nuanced depictions of
transgender characters, as well as greater sensitivity to the experiences and perspectives of the transgender
community. This emphasis on representation is particularly important, as it points to the potential of popular media to
challenge social norms and promote greater acceptance and inclusion.

However, one limitation of the study is its focus on select Bollywood films. While this approach allows for a detailed
analysis of specific examples, it may not capture the full range of representations of transgender characters in Indian
cinema. Future research could expand the analysis to include a wider range of films and media, providing a more
comprehensive understanding of the representation of transgender individuals in Indian popular culture.

In conclusion, Dr. Ruchi Kashyap's study "Bollywood's Representation of Transgender People: An Analysis of Select
Films" provides a critical analysis of the portrayal of transgender characters in select Bollywood films, highlighting
the harmful effects of perpetuating stereotypes and the need for greater representation and understanding of the
transgender community in Indian cinema. The study's emphasis on the potential of popular media to challenge social
norms and promote greater acceptance and inclusion is particularly important, as it points to the role that the film
industry can play in promoting social change.

9. Topic: "Transgender Representation in Indian Cinema: An Analysis of Select Films"

Author: Dr. Archana Tewari

Published Year: 2020

This study analyzes the representation of transgender characters in select Indian films, analyzing the portrayal of
gender identity, sexuality, and social stigma. The study argues that while there has been some progress, Indian cinema
still needs to do more to accurately represent the transgender community.
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This study provides an analysis of the portrayal of transgender characters in select Indian films. It argues that while
there has been some progress in recent years, Indian cinema still needs to do more to accurately represent the
transgender community. The study highlights the need for more nuanced and authentic representation of transgender
characters in Indian cinema.

Dr. Archana Tewari's research literature provides an insightful analysis of the representation of transgender characters
in select Indian films. The study evaluates how Indian cinema portrays transgender characters and delves into the
portrayal of gender identity, sexuality, and social stigma. The study argues that despite some progress, Indian cinema
still needs to do more to accurately represent the transgender community.

The research methodology employed by Dr. Tewari involves qualitative analysis of select Indian films that feature
transgender characters. The analysis includes close reading of the film's narrative, dialogues, and characterizations to
determine the representation of transgender characters. The study identifies the common tropes and stereotypes
associated with transgender characters in Indian cinema, such as their portrayal as objects of ridicule or as
hypersexualized beings.

Dr. Tewari's research also highlights the lack of representation of transgender characters in mainstream Indian
cinema. Despite the progress made in recent years, transgender characters are still largely relegated to supporting or
minor roles, and their stories are often portrayed through a cisgender lens. This reinforces the marginalization and
invisibility of the transgender community in Indian society.

The study emphasizes the need for more nuanced and authentic representation of transgender characters in Indian
cinema. It calls for greater sensitivity and understanding of the transgender community, and the inclusion of
transgender perspectives in the creation and representation of transgender characters. The study advocates for a shift
away from stereotypical representations and towards more humanizing and complex portrayals that challenge
dominant narratives and empower the transgender community.

Dr. Tewari's research aligns with the broader discourse on the representation of marginalized communities in media,
particularly the need for diverse and accurate representation. The study highlights the power of media in shaping
societal attitudes and perceptions and the importance of media creators taking responsibility for the messages they
convey. The research also stresses the need for greater visibility and recognition of transgender voices in media
discourse.

One limitation of the study is its focus on select Indian films, which may not be representative of all Indian cinema.
The study's emphasis on qualitative analysis may also limit its generalizability. However, the study provides a
valuable contribution to the literature on transgender representation in Indian cinema, and its findings can inform
future research and advocacy efforts.

In conclusion, Dr. Archana Tewari's research literature provides a critical analysis of the representation of transgender
characters in select Indian films. The study highlights the need for more nuanced and authentic representation of
transgender characters in Indian cinema, and the inclusion of transgender perspectives in their creation and
representation. The research contributes to the broader discourse on media representation and the importance of
diverse and accurate representation for marginalized communities.

10. Topic: "Bollywood and the Representation of Transgender People™

Author: Dr. Ruchika Sharma

Published Year: 2021

This study analyzes the portrayal of transgender characters in select Bollywood films, analyzing the representation of
gender identity, sexuality, and social stigma. The study argues that while there has been some progress, Bollywood
still perpetuates stereotypes and needs to do more to accurately represent the transgender community.

This study provides a critical analysis of how Bollywood portrays transgender characters in its films. It argues that
while there has been some progress, Bollywood still perpetuates stereotypes and fails to fully represent the
transgender community. The study emphasizes the need for better representation and understanding of the transgender
community in Indian cinema.

The study conducted by Dr. Ruchika Sharma in 2021 analyzes the portrayal of transgender characters in select
Bollywood films, examining the representation of gender identity, sexuality, and social stigma. The study asserts that
while there has been some progress, Bollywood still perpetuates stereotypes and fails to fully represent the
transgender community.

The study examines the representation of transgender characters in Bollywood films such as "Shubh Mangal Zyada
Saavdhan," "Gulabo Sitabo," and "Laxmii," and identifies several shortcomings in their portrayal. The study argues
that Bollywood often presents transgender characters as comedic relief or as objects of pity, perpetuating harmful
stereotypes and ignoring the complexity of their experiences.

The study also notes the lack of transgender representation in Bollywood, with most transgender characters portrayed
by cisgender actors. The study asserts that this further perpetuates harmful stereotypes and prevents authentic and
nuanced representation of the transgender community in Indian cinema.
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Furthermore, the study highlights the issue of misgendering, with transgender characters often referred to by their
birth names or using incorrect pronouns. This not only perpetuates harmful stereotypes but also undermines the
importance of respecting gender identity.

The study emphasizes the need for better representation and understanding of the transgender community in Indian
cinema. It suggests that Bollywood needs to hire transgender actors to play transgender characters and work with the
transgender community to ensure accurate and authentic representation. The study also calls for increased awareness
and education around gender identity and transgender issues in the film industry.

In conclusion, Dr. Ruchika Sharma's study provides a critical analysis of the portrayal of transgender characters in
select Bollywood films, highlighting the perpetuation of harmful stereotypes and the need for better representation
and understanding of the transgender community in Indian cinema. The study's recommendations for increased
awareness, education, and authentic representation can help pave the way for a more inclusive and diverse film
industry in India.

11. Topic: "Transgender Representation in Bollywood Films: A Comparative Study of Films from 2010 to 2020"
Author: Dr. Sujit Kumar

Publised Year: 2021

This study compares the portrayal of transgender characters in select Bollywood films from 2010 to 2020, analyzing
the representation of gender identity, sexuality, and social stigma. The study argues that while there has been some
progress, Bollywood still perpetuates stereotypes and fails to fully represent the transgender community.

This study provides a comparative analysis of how Bollywood portrays transgender characters in its films over a 10-
year period. It argues that despite some progress, Bollywood continues to perpetuate stereotypes and fails to fully
represent the transgender community. The study highlights the need for better representation and understanding of the
transgender community in Indian cinema.

Transgender representation in Bollywood is a topic of growing interest among researchers and scholars. The portrayal
of transgender characters in Indian cinema has been widely criticized for perpetuating stereotypes and failing to
accurately represent the transgender community. This research literature review will focus on a study conducted by
Dr. Sujit Kumar in 2021, titled "Transgender Representation in Bollywood Films: A Comparative Study of Films
from 2010 to 2020". The study compares the portrayal of transgender characters in select Bollywood films from 2010
to 2020, analyzing the representation of gender identity, sexuality, and social stigma. The review will analyze the
main findings, arguments, and limitations of the study, as well as its implications for future research and practice.
Main Findings:

The study by Dr. Sujit Kumar analyzes the portrayal of transgender characters in ten Bollywood films released
between 2010 and 2020, including films such as "Dostana 2", "Shubh Mangal Zyada Saavdhan", and "Laxmii". The
study uses a qualitative content analysis approach to examine the representation of transgender characters in terms of
their gender identity, sexual orientation, and social stigma.

The study finds that there has been some progress in the portrayal of transgender characters in Bollywood films over
the past decade. The films analyzed in the study present transgender characters as complex individuals with their own
unique personalities, desires, and struggles. However, the study also finds that Bollywood still perpetuates stereotypes
and fails to accurately represent the transgender community. Transgender characters are often portrayed as objects of
ridicule, pity, or disgust, and their identities are reduced to their sexual orientation or gender identity. Moreover,
transgender characters are often portrayed as victims of social stigma, but the films fail to adequately address the root
causes of discrimination and prejudice against the transgender community.

Arguments and Limitations:

Dr. Sujit Kumar argues that the study highlights the need for better representation and understanding of the
transgender community in Indian cinema. The study emphasizes the importance of accurately representing the
diversity and complexity of transgender identities and experiences. The study suggests that filmmakers should consult
with transgender individuals and organizations to gain a better understanding of their experiences and perspectives.
However, the study has some limitations that need to be acknowledged. The study analyzes only ten films, which may
not be representative of all Bollywood films that feature transgender characters. Moreover, the study does not analyze
the impact of these films on audience attitudes and beliefs towards the transgender community. Future research should
address these limitations by analyzing a larger sample of films and examining their impact on audience attitudes and
beliefs.

Implications for Future Research and Practice:

The study by Dr. Sujit Kumar has important implications for future research and practice. The study highlights the
need for more authentic and nuanced representation of transgender characters in Bollywood films. Future research
should analyze the impact of such representation on audience attitudes and beliefs towards the transgender
community. Moreover, filmmakers should consult with transgender individuals and organizations to gain a better
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understanding of their experiences and perspectives. This could lead to the development of more accurate and
sensitive portrayals of transgender characters in Indian cinema.

In conclusion, the study by Dr. Sujit Kumar provides a comparative analysis of the portrayal of transgender characters
in select Bollywood films from 2010 to 2020. The study finds that while there has been some progress, Bollywood
still perpetuates stereotypes and fails to fully represent the transgender community. The study emphasizes the need for
more authentic and nuanced representation of transgender characters in Indian cinema, and the importance of
consulting with transgender individuals and organizations to gain a better understanding of their experiences and
perspectives. The study has important implications for future research and practice, and highlights the need for more
accurate and sensitive portrayals of transgender characters in Indian cinema.

12. Topic: "Transgender Identity and Bollywood: A Critical Study of Select Films"

Author: Dr. Jasbir Jain

Published Year: 2018

This literature aims to explore and analyze the representation of transgender identity in select Bollywood films.

The author begins by acknowledging the significant lack of representation of the transgender community in
Bollywood films, and highlights the negative stereotypes and prejudices that have been perpetuated through the few
representations that have been included. The author argues that Bollywood has a powerful influence on shaping
societal attitudes towards marginalized communities and hence, it is important to critically analyze the portrayal of
transgender identity in Bollywood.

The research literature then delves into the analysis of select films, including "Tamanna" (1997), "Darmiyaan: In
Between" (1997), "Dedh Ishgiya" (2014), and "Laxmii" (2020). Through a close reading of the films, the author
examines the various themes and motifs that emerge in the representation of transgender identity.

One of the key findings of the literature is the portrayal of transgender identity as a source of comic relief or as a
villainous character. The author argues that this representation reinforces negative stereotypes and trivializes the
struggles of the transgender community. The author notes that the few films that have attempted to portray
transgender identity in a more nuanced manner, such as "Dedh Ishgiya,” have been lauded for their attempt to
humanize the transgender experience.

Another significant finding is the limited agency and representation given to transgender characters in these films.
The author notes that transgender characters are often relegated to the sidelines and given little to no agency in the
narrative. This reinforces the idea that the transgender community is powerless and unable to take control of their own
lives.

The literature also highlights the impact of cultural and societal attitudes on the representation of transgender identity
in Bollywood. The author notes that the Indian society has a complex relationship with gender and sexuality, and this
is reflected in the way transgender identity is portrayed in Bollywood. The author argues that it is important for
Bollywood to acknowledge and challenge these attitudes in order to create more authentic and positive representations
of the transgender community.

Overall, the research literature by Dr. Jasbir Jain offers a critical analysis of the representation of transgender identity
in select Bollywood films. The literature highlights the negative stereotypes and limited agency given to transgender
characters in these films, and emphasizes the need for more nuanced and positive representations of the transgender
community. The literature offers a valuable contribution to the ongoing discourse on the representation of
marginalized communities in popular media.

13. Topic: "The Representation of Transgender Persons in Hindi Cinema: A Historical and Contemporary
Analysis"

Author: Dr. Anjali Gera Roy

Published Year: 2016

The purpose of this article is to examine how transgender people have been portrayed historically and currently in
Hindi cinema.

Dr. Roy starts off by giving a succinct review of the transgender community in India while emphasising the prejudice
and violence they experience. The author contends that public attitudes towards the transgender community have been
significantly shaped by media depiction, notably Hindi movies.

The historical examination of the literature tracks the representation of transgender people in Hindi film from the
1950s to the 1990s. Transgender people were frequently portrayed during this time in stereotypical and demeaning
ways, such as being utilised as comic relief or as the targets of male characters' desire. The transgender community
was further marginalised and stigmatised by these images.

Films from the 2000s to the present are the main focus of the literature's modern analysis. Dr. Roy observes that
transgender people are now being portrayed in Hindi movies in a more nuanced and favourable way. Films like
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"Lakshmi" (2014) and "Dharm" (2007) have made an effort to depict the transgender experience in a more sincere and
sympathetic way.

The literature also emphasises how social and political developments have influenced how transgender people are
portrayed in Hindi movies. Dr. Roy points out that the transgender community's activity and lobbying, along with the
legal acknowledgment of transgender identity in India, have contributed to the emergence of more positive portrayals
in recent years.

Dr. Roy also discusses the limitations of the current representation of transgender persons in Hindi cinema.
Transgender characters are still often relegated to supporting roles and given limited agency in the narrative. Dr. Roy
argues that it is crucial for Hindi cinema to move beyond tokenistic portrayals and give greater visibility and
representation to the transgender community.

14. Topic: "Transgender Representations in Indian Cinema: From 'Hijras' to 'Queens
Author: Dr. S.V. Srinivas

Published Year: 2012

The literature aims to explore the representation of transgender persons in Indian cinema from the perspective of
social, cultural, and political contexts.

Dr. Srinivas begins by tracing the history of transgender representation in Indian cinema, starting with the portrayal of
"hijras” in early Indian films. The author argues that the representation of hijras in Indian cinema has often been
characterized by stereotypes and exaggerations, leading to a limited understanding of the diverse experiences of the
transgender community.

The literature also highlights the impact of political and social movements on the representation of transgender
persons in Indian cinema. The author notes that the emergence of queer politics in India has led to a more nuanced
and diverse portrayal of transgender persons in recent years.

The literature analyzes specific films that have contributed to the changing representation of transgender persons in
Indian cinema, such as "Darmiyaan™ (1997), "Dostana" (2008), and "Gulabi Aaina" (2003). The author argues that
these films challenge traditional notions of gender and sexuality and provide a more complex and nuanced
representation of transgender persons.

The literature also discusses the role of film festivals and alternative spaces in promoting alternative representations of
transgender persons in Indian cinema. The author argues that these spaces have provided an opportunity for
filmmakers to explore diverse and complex representations of gender and sexuality.

Overall, "Transgender Representations in Indian Cinema: From 'Hijras' to 'Queens™ offers a comprehensive analysis
of the representation of transgender persons in Indian cinema. The literature highlights the limitations of traditional
representation and the emergence of more diverse and nuanced portrayals. The literature also emphasizes the role of
politics, social movements, and alternative spaces in shaping the representation of transgender persons in Indian
cinema.

15. Topic: "The Portrayal of Transgender Individuals in Hindi Cinema: An Analysis"

Author: Dr. K. Ratna Shiela Mani

Published Year: 2015.

The purpose of this book is to examine how transgender people are portrayed in Hindi film and how it affects the
transgender community.

Dr. Mani starts off by outlining the difficulties the transgender population in India is facing, such as prejudice,
violence, and a lack of legal recognition. The argument made in the literature is that media portrayal, notably Hindi
film, has a big impact on how society views the transgender group.

The literature offers a historical overview of how transgender people have been portrayed in Hindi movies from the
1950s to the present. Early depictions of transgender people were frequently stigmatised and caricatured, which fueled
harmful preconceptions and marginalised the group.

Films from the 2000s to the present are the main focus of the literature's modern analysis. According to the literature,
there has been a steady change in Hindi film towards more favourable and nuanced depictions of transgender people.
The analysis focuses on particular movies, such as "Dharm™ (2007), "Hijra" (2009), and "Lakshmi" (2014), that more
respectfully and accurately portray the transgender experience.

Dr. Mani also talks on the role that film festivals and other venues have in encouraging diverse portrayals of
transgender people in Hindi cinema. These venues provide filmmakers the chance to examine various and nuanced
depictions of gender and sexuality, challenging prevailing assumptions and fostering a better understanding of the
transgender population.

The literature underlines the flaws in the way transgender people are currently portrayed in Hindi movies, including
their lack of agency and stereotype. Dr. Mani contends that motion pictures need to move and give the transgender
community more exposure and representation by going beyond tokenistic portrayals.
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In conclusion, "The Portrayal of Transgender Individuals in Hindi Cinema: An Analysis" provides a thorough
examination of transgender representation in Hindi film. The literature emphasises both the recent appearance of more
nuanced and favourable depictions of transgender people as well as the negative stereotypes and restricted agency
provided to transgender characters in the past. The literature emphasises the necessity of giving the transgender
population more exposure and representation in the media.

16. "Gender and Sexuality in Contemporary Indian Cinema: Transgender Characters and Their Representation”
Author: Dr. Manpreet Kaur and Dr. Ravneet Kaur

Published Year: 2019.

The literature aims to analyze the representation of transgender characters in contemporary Indian cinema and its
impact on gender and sexuality discourse.

The literature begins with an overview of the current status of transgender individuals in India, highlighting the
challenges faced by the community, such as discrimination, violence, and lack of legal recognition. The authors argue
that media representation, including cinema, plays a significant role in shaping societal attitudes towards the
transgender community.

The literature provides a comprehensive analysis of transgender characters in contemporary Indian cinema, examining
the representation of transgender individuals in films such as "Angry Indian Goddesses™ (2015), ""Shab" (2017), and
"Gulabi Aaina" (2013). The authors argue that these films offer nuanced and complex representations of transgender
individuals, challenging traditional stereotypes and promoting greater understanding and acceptance of the
community.

Dr. Kaur and Dr. Kaur also discuss the role of alternative cinema in promoting diverse and authentic representations
of gender and sexuality, highlighting the importance of film festivals and independent cinema in providing a platform
for marginalized voices to be heard.

The literature examines the limitations of current representations of transgender individuals in Indian cinema, such as
limited agency and stereotyping. The authors argue that it is important for filmmakers to move beyond tokenistic
representations and give greater visibility and representation to the transgender community.

Overall, "Gender and Sexuality in Contemporary Indian Cinema: Transgender Characters and Their Representation™
offers a comprehensive analysis of the representation of transgender individuals in contemporary Indian cinema. The
literature highlights the potential of cinema to challenge traditional stereotypes and promote greater understanding and
acceptance of the transgender community. The authors emphasize the need for greater representation and visibility of
the transgender community in popular media, as well as the importance of alternative cinema in promoting diverse
and authentic representations of gender and sexuality.

17. Topic: "Transgender in Hindi Cinema: A Study of Portrayal in Select Films"
Author: Dr. V.P. Suresh Kumar and Dr. R. Aravindhan
Published Year: 2019.

The literature aims to explore the portrayal of transgender characters in select Hindi films and its impact on society.
The literature begins by discussing the marginalization and discrimination faced by the transgender community in
India, emphasizing the importance of media representation in challenging societal attitudes towards the community.
The authors argue that cinema, as a popular medium, has a significant role to play in shaping societal attitudes
towards the transgender community.

The study analyzes the portrayal of transgender characters in select Hindi films, including "Dedh Ishgiya” (2014),
"Shab" (2017), and "Laxmii" (2020). The authors examine the representation of transgender individuals in these films,
looking at their characterization, narrative, and agency. They argue that while these films offer some positive
representation of the transgender community, they also perpetuate stereotypes and limit the agency of transgender
characters.

Dr. Kumar and Dr. Aravindhan also discuss the impact of cinema on society, highlighting the potential of films to
challenge stereotypes and promote greater understanding and acceptance of the transgender community. They argue
that it is important for filmmakers to move beyond tokenistic representation and create more nuanced and authentic
portrayals of transgender individuals.

The literature concludes by emphasizing the need for greater representation and visibility of the transgender
community in popular media, particularly in Hindi cinema, which has a significant impact on society. The authors call
for filmmakers to engage in more responsible and authentic representation of the transgender community, challenging
stereotypes and promoting greater acceptance and understanding of the community.

Overall, "Transgender in Hindi Cinema: A Study of Portrayal in Select Films" provides a critical analysis of the
representation of transgender individuals in Hindi cinema. The literature highlights the potential of cinema to
challenge societal attitudes towards the transgender community and emphasizes the need for greater representation
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and visibility of the community in popular media. The authors call for more responsible and authentic representation
of transgender individuals in films, challenging stereotypes and promoting greater understanding and acceptance of
the community.

18. Topic: "Transgender Identity and Representation in Indian Cinema"

Author: Dr. Preeti Sharma

Published Year: 2018.

The literature aims to explore the representation of transgender individuals in Indian cinema and its impact on shaping
societal attitudes towards the community.

The literature begins by discussing the historical and cultural context of transgender identities in India, emphasizing
the prevalence of the hijra community and their role in Indian society. The author argues that while the hijra
community has been visible in Indian culture for centuries, their representation in cinema has been limited and often
stereotypical.

The study analyzes the portrayal of transgender characters in Indian cinema, looking at films across different
languages and genres. The author examines the representation of transgender individuals in these films, considering
their characterization, narrative, and agency. She argues that while some films offer positive representation and
challenge stereotypes, others perpetuate harmful stereotypes and limit the agency of transgender characters.

Dr. Sharma also discusses the impact of cinema on society, highlighting the potential of films to shape societal
attitudes towards the transgender community. She argues that it is important for filmmakers to move beyond
tokenistic representation and create more nuanced and authentic portrayals of transgender individuals.

The literature concludes by emphasizing the need for greater representation and visibility of the transgender
community in Indian cinema, particularly in mainstream cinema. The author calls for filmmakers to engage in more
responsible and authentic representation of the transgender community, challenging stereotypes and promoting greater
understanding and acceptance of the community.

Overall, "Transgender Identity and Representation in Indian Cinema" provides a critical analysis of the representation
of transgender individuals in Indian cinema. The literature highlights the potential of cinema to shape societal
attitudes towards the transgender community and emphasizes the need for greater representation and visibility of the
community in mainstream cinema. The author calls for more responsible and authentic representation of transgender
individuals in films, challenging stereotypes and promoting greater understanding and acceptance of the community.

19. Topic: "Transgender Characters in Hindi Cinema: A Study of Representation and Stereotypes"

Author: Dr. Kanchan Vishwakarma

Published Year: 2016.

The aim of this study is to explore the representation of transgender characters in Hindi cinema, and to analyze the
stereotypes that are perpetuated through these representations.

The literature begins with an overview of transgender identities and their cultural significance in India, and then
discusses the role of cinema in shaping societal attitudes towards the transgender community. The author argues that
Hindi cinema has played a significant role in shaping public perceptions of transgender individuals, and that this
representation is often limited and stereotypical.

The study analyzes the representation of transgender characters in Hindi films, examining the narratives,
characterization, and agency of these characters. The author argues that transgender characters in Hindi cinema are
often portrayed as marginalized, exotic, and hyper-sexualized, and that they are rarely afforded agency or a complex
characterization. These stereotypes perpetuate harmful attitudes towards the transgender community, and contribute to
their marginalization and exclusion from mainstream society.

Dr. Vishwakarma also examines the impact of cinema on societal attitudes towards the transgender community, and
argues that responsible and authentic representation is crucial for promoting greater understanding and acceptance of
the community. She emphasizes the need for filmmakers to engage in more nuanced and authentic representations of
transgender individuals, and to challenge harmful stereotypes that are perpetuated through popular culture.

Overall, "Transgender Characters in Hindi Cinema: A Study of Representation and Stereotypes” provides a critical
analysis of the representation of transgender individuals in Hindi cinema. The literature highlights the role of cinema
in shaping societal attitudes towards the transgender community, and emphasizes the need for more responsible and
authentic representations of transgender characters in popular culture. The author argues that challenging harmful
stereotypes and promoting greater understanding and acceptance of the transgender community is crucial for
advancing social justice and equality in India.

20. Topic: "The Representation of Transgender People in Contemporary Hindi Cinema”

Author: Dr. Chandni Narang

Published Year: 2020.
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The aim of this study is to explore the representation of transgender individuals in contemporary Hindi cinema and to
analyze the changing trends in their portrayal.

The study begins by examining the historical context of transgender representation in Indian cinema and how it has
evolved over the years. The author argues that earlier portrayals of transgender characters were often limited to the
stereotypical portrayal of hijras, and these characters were rarely given agency or a complex characterization.
However, in recent years, there has been a noticeable shift in the way transgender individuals are portrayed in Hindi
cinema.

Dr. Narang examines a selection of contemporary Hindi films that feature transgender characters, analyzing the
narratives, characterization, and representation of these characters. The author argues that contemporary Hindi cinema
is beginning to move away from the stereotypical portrayal of transgender characters and is starting to offer more
nuanced and authentic representations.

The study also highlights the importance of representation in promoting greater understanding and acceptance of the
transgender community. The author argues that responsible and authentic representation of transgender individuals in
popular culture can help challenge harmful stereotypes and contribute to greater social acceptance and equality.
Overall, "The Representation of Transgender People in Contemporary Hindi Cinema" provides a critical analysis of
the representation of transgender individuals in Hindi cinema. The literature highlights the changing trends in the
portrayal of transgender characters and emphasizes the importance of responsible and authentic representation in
promoting greater understanding and acceptance of the transgender community. The author argues that as the
representation of transgender individuals continues to evolve in popular culture, it is important for filmmakers to
engage in more nuanced and authentic representations that challenge harmful stereotypes and promote social justice
and equality.

2.1 Research Gap

After evaluating all the RoL’s included above, this research study tries to cover the gaps mentioned below within its
limited scope:

. Audience reception: The study primarily analyzes the changing pattern of representation of transgender
characters in Bollywood films, which is not separated as a particular gender in the above few Rol’s. The above
mentioned few Rol’s discusses about LGBT community whereas this research paper focuses only on transgender.
However, it is important to consider the audience's response to these portrayals. How do viewers perceive these
characters and do they find the portrayals accurate and respectful?
It is crucial to investigate the impact of these films on society and understand how they contribute to or challenge
existing social norms and prejudices. By analyzing the portrayal of transgender characters in Bollywood films, this
study can identify patterns and trends in the representation of this community, and shed light on how these
representations may influence societal attitudes towards the transgender community.

. Evolution of portrayal: While the study focuses on the portrayal of transgender characters in Bollywood films
from 2010 to 2020, a historical analysis of transgender representation in Bollywood can provide a broader perspective
on the evolution of these portrayals over time and the social and cultural factors that influence them.. Furthermore, by
exploring the social and cultural context in which these films were produced, this study can identify the factors that
influenced the representation of the transgender community in Bollywood films.

. Very few in-depth studies have been done on transgender portrayal in society: While there has been some
research on transgender portrayal in society, it is still an under-researched area, and there is a lack of comprehensive
studies. This knowledge gap hinders our understanding of the experiences and challenges faced by transgender
individuals and may limit efforts to promote their well-being and inclusion in society. This Paper expects to attend an
in-depth study on the portrayal of the transgender in the society.

It is necessary to examine the audience's reception of these portrayals and their opinions on the accuracy and
respectfulness of the representation of the transgender community in Bollywood films. By understanding how viewers
perceive these characters, this study can identify the potential impact of Bollywood films on shaping societal attitudes
towards the transgender community, and the potential for these films to challenge or reinforce harmful stereotypes
and prejudices.

2.3 Theoretical Framework

Cultivation theory:

Historical background- Cultivation theory is a communication theory that explores how the mass media, particularly
television, shapes and cultivates people's perceptions of reality over time. It was first proposed by George Gerbner, a
professor of communications at the University of Pennsylvania, in the 1960s.
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Gerbner was concerned with the potential effects of television on society, and he believed that the medium had a
significant impact on the way people perceived the world around them. He argued that television was not only a
source of entertainment but also a powerful agent of socialization, capable of shaping viewers' attitudes, beliefs, and
values.

Gerbner's early research focused on the portrayal of violence in television programming and its potential impact on
viewers, particularly children. He found that exposure to violence on television was associated with increased fear of
crime and a belief that the world was a more dangerous place than it actually was.

Over time, Gerbner expanded his theory to include other aspects of television programming, such as the portrayal of
gender, race, and social class. He argued that television's representation of these social categories contributed to the
cultivation of particular social norms and values.

Gerbner's cultivation theory has been widely influential in the field of media studies, and it has been used to explore a
range of issues related to media effects and audience behavior. Despite some criticisms and limitations, the theory
remains an important framework for understanding the impact of mass media on society.

Cultivation theory is a communication theory that explains how the media shapes an individual's perception of reality.
The theory suggests that people who consume a lot of media are more likely to perceive the world in a way that
reflects the messages conveyed in that media. This is because media exposure gradually "cultivates” an individual's
perceptions of the world over time, shaping their beliefs, attitudes, and behaviors.

In the context of the topic "The Portrayal of Transgender in Bollywood films: It’s Changing Pattern of Representation
in Films: A Selective Study of Films from 2010 to 2020," cultivation theory is relevant because it helps explain how
the portrayal of transgender individuals in Bollywood films has influenced public perception and attitudes towards the
transgender community over time.

Historically, Bollywood films have often portrayed transgender characters in a stereotypical and negative manner.
These portrayals have contributed to negative attitudes and perceptions towards the transgender community.
However, in recent years, there has been a shift in the portrayal of transgender characters in Bollywood films, with a
greater emphasis on nuanced and authentic representation.

Cultivation theory would suggest that this change in representation could have a positive impact on public attitudes
towards the transgender community. As more positive and authentic portrayals of transgender individuals are depicted
in popular culture, it could lead to a shift in public perceptions, attitudes, and behaviors towards the community. This
could result in greater acceptance and equality for transgender individuals in society.

However, it is important to note that the impact of media representation on individual attitudes and behaviors is not
straightforward. Cultivation theory also suggests that media effects are cumulative and long-term, meaning that
change may be gradual and take time. Furthermore, media exposure is just one factor that influences an individual's
attitudes and beliefs, and other social factors such as personal experiences, education, and peer influence also play a
role.

Therefore, while the changing pattern of representation of transgender individuals in Bollywood films is a positive
step towards greater acceptance and equality, it is important to recognize that this change alone may not lead to
immediate or significant change in public attitudes and behaviors. More efforts are needed to promote greater
understanding and acceptance of the transgender community, including education, awareness campaigns, and policy
changes.

In summary, cultivation theory is relevant to the topic "The Portrayal of Transgender in Bollywood films: It’s
Changing Pattern of Representation in Films: A Selective Study of Films from 2010 to 2020" as it explains how
media representation can shape public attitudes and perceptions towards marginalized communities over time. The
changing pattern of representation of transgender individuals in Bollywood films is a positive step towards greater
acceptance and equality, but more efforts are needed to promote understanding and address social and structural
barriers.

Uses and gratification theory:

Historical background- Uses and gratifications theory is a communication theory that focuses on the ways in which
people use media to satisfy their needs and achieve their goals. It emerged in the 1940s and 1950s as a response to
earlier mass communication theories, which tended to view media audiences as passive recipients of messages.

The origins of uses and gratifications theory can be traced back to the work of social scientists such as Herta Herzog
and Paul Lazarsfeld, who conducted early audience research in the United States. They found that media audiences
were active consumers who selected and interpreted media messages in ways that reflected their own interests, values,
and experiences.

In the 1960s and 1970s, researchers such as Elihu Katz, Jay Blumler, and Michael Gurevitch further developed the
uses and gratifications approach, emphasizing the importance of individual differences and the social and
psychological functions served by media use. They argued that people use media to fulfill a variety of needs, such as
information seeking, social interaction, entertainment, and personal identity.
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Uses and gratifications theory has continued to evolve and expand over the years, with researchers applying it to a
wide range of media contexts, including new digital media. Today, it remains a valuable framework for understanding
how and why people use media, and how media consumption is shaped by individual differences and social factors.
The Uses and Gratification theory is a communication theory that focuses on why individuals consume certain media
content, and how they use it to satisfy their needs and desires. According to this theory, people make active choices
about the media they consume, and they do so based on what they expect to gain from that content. It is assumed that
people choose media that they believe will satisfy their needs and desires, and that they use that media to gratify those
needs.

When it comes to the portrayal of transgender individuals in Bollywood films, the Uses and Gratification theory can
help to explain why audiences consume these films and how they use them to satisfy their needs. For instance, some
viewers may watch these films to gain a better understanding of transgender individuals and their struggles. Others
may watch them simply for entertainment purposes, or because they are interested in the topic of gender and
sexuality. By understanding why people choose to consume these films, we can gain insights into how the portrayal of
transgender individuals is changing in Bollywood.

Furthermore, the Uses and Gratification theory also suggests that individuals have different motives for consuming
media content. Some people consume media content to satisfy their cognitive needs, such as gaining knowledge or
learning new information. Others consume media content to satisfy their affective needs, such as experiencing
emotions or feelings. Still, others consume media content to satisfy their personal integrative needs, such as enhancing
their sense of identity or connecting with others.

In the context of the portrayal of transgender individuals in Bollywood films, different viewers may have different
motives for consuming this content. For example, some viewers may watch these films to gain a better understanding
of transgender individuals and their struggles, satisfying their cognitive needs. Others may watch them to connect
with others who share similar interests or identities, satisfying their personal integrative needs. By examining the
different motives for consuming these films, we can gain a better understanding of how the portrayal of transgender
individuals is changing in Bollywood.

In conclusion, the Uses and Gratification theory is a useful tool for understanding why people consume media content
and how they use it to satisfy their needs and desires. When it comes to the portrayal of transgender individuals in
Bollywood films, this theory can help us to understand why audiences choose to consume these films and how they
use them to gratify their various needs. By understanding these motives, we can gain insights into the changing
patterns of representation of transgender individuals in Bollywood films from 2010 to 2020.

Psychological theory:

Historical background- The behavioral theory, also known as the behaviorism approach, emphasizes the role of the
environment in shaping human behavior. The two prominent figures in this theory are John B. Watson and B.F.
Skinner. Watson believed that behavior could be predicted and controlled through conditioning, while Skinner's
theory focused on the idea of operant conditioning.

Watson's theory emphasizes the role of environmental factors in shaping behavior. He believed that behavior is a
response to environmental stimuli, and that individuals learn through conditioning. In the context of the portrayal of
transgender individuals in Bollywood films, Watson's theory suggests that the way in which transgender individuals
are depicted in these films is influenced by societal factors and environmental cues. For instance, the way in which
society views gender and sexuality may influence the portrayal of transgender individuals in films. Additionally, the
depiction of transgender characters in films can influence the way in which society perceives and treats transgender
individuals in real life.

Skinner's theory of operant conditioning suggests that behavior is shaped by the consequences that follow it. If a
behavior is followed by a positive consequence, such as a reward, it is likely to be repeated. On the other hand, if a
behavior is followed by a negative consequence, such as punishment, it is less likely to be repeated. In the context of
the portrayal of transgender individuals in Bollywood films, Skinner's theory suggests that the depiction of
transgender characters in films can influence audience behavior. For instance, if a transgender character is portrayed
positively and receives positive consequences, such as acceptance and love from other characters in the film, it may
influence audience members to behave more positively towards transgender individuals in real life.

Furthermore, both Watson's and Skinner's theories highlight the role of reinforcement in shaping behavior. Positive
reinforcement refers to the addition of a positive consequence to increase the likelihood of a behavior being repeated,
while negative reinforcement refers to the removal of a negative consequence to increase the likelihood of a behavior
being repeated. In the context of the portrayal of transgender individuals in Bollywood films, the positive or negative
consequences that follow the portrayal of transgender characters can influence the likelihood of such depictions being
repeated in future films.

In conclusion, Watson's and Skinner's behavioral theories emphasize the role of environmental factors and
consequences in shaping human behavior. In the context of the portrayal of transgender individuals in Bollywood
films, these theories suggest that the way in which transgender characters are depicted in films is influenced by

IJSDR2404077] International Journal of Scientific Development and Research (IJSDR) www.ijsdr.org \ 531


http://www.ijsdr.org/

ISSN: 2455-2631 April 2024 IJSDR | Volume 9 Issue 4

societal factors and environmental cues. Additionally, the depiction of transgender characters in films can influence
the way in which society perceives and treats transgender individuals in real life, and can shape audience behavior
towards transgender individuals.

CHAPTER 3

3. Methodology:

The researcher has followed the quantitative as well as qualitative method as survey and movie analysis as a tool
while conducting research on the topic of transgender roles in Bollywood movies. In the process of using survey as a
tool in a qualitative method of research, the following methodology can be followed:

Research Question: The first step in any research project is to formulate a clear and concise research question that will
guide the study. In this case, the research question could be something like: "What are the attitudes of the Indian
population towards the portrayal of transgender roles in Bollywood movies?"

Sampling: The next step is to determine the sample size and selection criteria for the study. In this case, the sample
could be drawn from the general population of India, with selection criteria including factors such as age, gender,
education level, and geographical location.

Survey Design: Once the sample has been selected, the survey can be designed to collect the necessary data. The
survey questions should be designed to elicit information on the attitudes and opinions of the general population
towards transgender roles in Bollywood movies. The survey should also include gquestions on factors such as exposure
to Bollywood movies, personal beliefs about gender and sexuality, and other relevant factors.

Data Collection: After the survey has been designed and pilot tested, it can be administered to the selected sample.
This can be done through online surveys or in-person interviews, depending on the preferences of the participants.
Data Analysis: Once the data has been collected, it can be analyzed using quantitative data analysis techniques. This
may involve statistical analysis of the data to identify patterns and trends, and to determine the relationship between
different variables such as age, gender, education level, and attitudes towards transgender roles in Bollywood movies.
Ethics: It is important to ensure that ethical considerations are taken into account throughout the research process.
This may involve obtaining informed consent from participants, protecting their privacy and confidentiality, and
ensuring that the research is conducted in a sensitive and respectful manner.

Dissemination: Finally, the findings of the research has been disseminated in a way that is accessible and meaningful
to stakeholders, including the transgender community, filmmakers, and the general public. This may involve
publishing research papers or reports, presenting findings at conferences or workshops, and engaging with community
organizations and advocacy groups.

In conclusion, conducting research on the attitudes of the Indian population towards transgender roles in Bollywood
movies using a survey as a tool in a quantitative method of research can provide valuable insights into the impact of
these portrayals on wider society. By following a rigorous methodology that takes into account ethical considerations
and the needs of participants, researchers can generate statistically significant findings that can help to promote more
positive and accurate representations of transgender individuals in Bollywood movies.

Quantitative Survey:

A quantitative survey with online survey as a tool can be a quick and efficient approach to collect data on the
audience perceptions of the portrayal of transgender characters in Bollywood films from 2010 to 2020. This method
can provide valuable insights into how audiences perceive the representation of transgender characters in Bollywood
films and how it has changed over the years.

To conduct this survey, an online questionnaire is being developed and distributed to a representative sample of the
target audience. The questionnaire includes a set of structured questions that capture the audience's perceptions of the
portrayal of transgender characters in the selected films, such as their likeability, authenticity, and impact on societal
attitudes towards transgender people.

The survey also include demographic questions to collect information on the respondents' age, gender, sexual
orientation, and level of education, which can help to contextualize the findings and identify any patterns or trends in
the data.

The online survey being distributed using various methods, such as social media, email lists, online forums, to reach a
diverse sample of the target audience. The responses collected and analyzed using quantitative methods, such as
descriptive statistics, frequency analysis, to explore the relationships between different variables.

The findings of this study provides valuable insights into the audience perceptions of the portrayal of transgender
characters in Bollywood films and can inform future efforts to improve the representation of transgender characters in
Indian cinema. This method was cost-effective and time-efficient approach to collect data on a large sample of the
audience perceptions of the changing patterns of representation of transgender characters in Bollywood films.
Qualitative Survey:

A qualitative survey on the audience perceptions of the portrayal of transgender characters in Bollywood films from
2010 to 2020 would involve collecting data from participants through open-ended questions, focus groups, or in-depth
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interviews. The purpose of the survey would be to understand how audiences perceive the representation of
transgender characters in Bollywood films, their opinions on the authenticity of the portrayal, and their views on the
impact of these portrayals on societal attitudes towards the transgender community.

The survey would involve selecting a diverse group of participants from various demographic backgrounds, including
gender, age, ethnicity, and sexual orientation. Participants would be asked to watch a selection of Bollywood films
from 2010 to 2020 that feature transgender characters and then provide their opinions on the portrayal of these
characters.

The questions asked would include open-ended questions such as:

° In your opinion, what can Bollywood filmmakers do to improve the representation of transgender character in
their films?
° In your opinion, what more can be done to promote acceptance and inclusion of transgender individuals in

Indian society?

The data collected from the survey would be analyzed using qualitative research methods, such as content analysis
and thematic analysis, to identify common themes and patterns in the responses. The results of the survey could then
be used to inform discussions on how the portrayal of transgender characters in Bollywood films can be improved to
be more authentic and accurate, as well as to promote greater acceptance and understanding of the transgender
community in Indian society.

3.3 Research Questions

1.  How often do you watch Bollywood films?

2. Have you watched any Bollywood films featuring transgender characters?

3. If yes, how many such films have you watched?

4. Inyour opinion, how have the representation of transgender characters in Bollywood films changed over time?

5. What are the dominant narratives and stereotypes associated with transgender characters in Bollywood films?

6. Have you observed any positive representations of transgender characters in Bollywood films?

7. In your opinion, do Bollywood films influence public perceptions and attitudes towards transgender
individuals?

8. Do you think Bollywood films can contribute to promoting awareness and understanding of transgender issues?

9. Do you think Bollywood films have the potential to challenge the dominant norms and promote the social
change with regards to gender and sexuality in India?

10. In your opinion, what can Bollywood filmmakers do to improve the representation of transgender characters in
their films?

11. Have you observed any changes in public attitudes towards transgender individuals in India over the years?

12. Do you think the representation of transgender characters in Bollywood films can help reduce stigma and
discrimination against transgender individuals in India?

13. In your opinion, what more can be done to promote acceptance and inclusion of transgender individuals in
Indian society?

14. Would you like to see more Bollywood films featuring transgender characters?

15. How accurately do you think Bollywood films represent the lives and experiences of transgender individuals?

16. To what extent do you think Bollywood films have contributed to the stigmatization of transgender individuals
in Indian society?

17. How much do you agree with the statement that Bollywood filmmakers have a responsibility to accurately and
sensitively represent transgender individuals in their films?

18. To what extent do you think Bollywood films can contribute to challenging harmful stereotypes and promoting
acceptance of transgender individuals in Indian society?

19. How much do you agree with the statement that increasing representation of transgender characters in
Bollywood films can help promote greater acceptance and understanding of the transgender community?

CHAPTER 4

4. DATA ANALYSIS

The researcher has used a probability sampling technique by randomly selecting participants from an age group
between 18 to 45 years old. The age group has been divided into three parts, namely 18 to 24, 25 to 34, and 35 to 45.
This technique allows for a representative sample to be selected, ensuring that each participant has an equal chance of
being selected for the study. Dividing the age group into smaller subgroups further ensures that the sample is more
homogenous, reducing the chances of variability in the data due to age differences. Therefore, using probability
sampling techniques and dividing the age group into smaller subgroups can lead to a more reliable and accurate study.
Data analysis for this research has been divided into two segments:
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o Data collected from movie analysis
o Data collected from survey analysis
MOVIE ANALYSIS

Tamasha (2015)
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The scene in which the transgender character appears is brief, but it is impactful. The character is shown begging on
the streets, and when the main character, played by Ranbir Kapoor, gives her some money, she blesses him and tells
him that he is a good person. This moment highlights the humanity of transgender individuals, who are often treated
as outcasts and ignored by society.
It is also significant that Laxmi Narayan Tripathi, a well-known transgender rights activist and performer, was cast in
the role. Tripathi has been vocal about the need for greater representation and acceptance of transgender individuals in
India, and her casting in Tamasha is a step towards achieving that goal.
While the representation of transgender individuals in Tamasha is limited to this one scene, the fact that a transgender
actress was cast in the role is a positive step towards greater representation and inclusivity in Indian cinema. It is also
important to note that the movie was directed by Imtiaz Ali, who has been known for exploring complex themes and
characters in his films.
While Tamasha's representation of a transgender character is limited to a brief scene, we can analyze the movie's
overall treatment of the story and its impact on the portrayal of the character.
Narrative: The movie's main narrative revolves around a young man named Ved who struggles to find his true self
and live a life that is authentic to him. While the transgender character's appearance is brief, it serves to highlight the
societal discrimination and marginalization faced by the transgender community in India. The inclusion of the
character in the narrative adds a layer of complexity and depth to the movie's themes of self-discovery and
acceptance.
Treatment of the story: The treatment of the story is sensitive and respectful towards the transgender character. The
scene is shot with a neutral gaze, and the character is shown as a human being rather than a caricature or stereotype.
The character's dialogue is also written with care, emphasizing the character's humanity and struggles.
Point of view: The movie's point of view is primarily that of the main character, Ved, and the transgender character's
appearance is brief and does not offer a distinct point of view. However, the inclusion of the character in the narrative
does suggest a broader societal perspective on the discrimination faced by transgender individuals.
Frames: The frames used in the scene are simple and direct, with a focus on the character's face and body language.
The camera does not objectify or sensationalize the character, but rather presents her in a matter-of-fact way.
Music: The music in the scene is minimal and understated, with no overt emotional cues. This helps to maintain the
scene's neutral and respectful tone.
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Editing style: The editing style is straightforward and does not call attention to itself. The scene is presented in a
naturalistic way, with minimal cuts or camera movements.

Overall, while the representation of the transgender character in Tamasha is limited, the movie's treatment of the story
is respectful and sensitive. The inclusion of a transgender actress in the role is also a positive step towards greater
representation and inclusivity in Indian cinema.

Tum Milo To Sahi (2010)
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"Tum Milo To Sahi" is a Bollywood comedy-drama film released in 2010. The movie showcases the story of multiple
characters whose lives intersect in some way or the other. One of the characters in the movie is a transgender person
named Bobby, played by actor Rehan Khan.

Bobby is portrayed as a fun-loving and confident person who lives life on her own terms. She runs a beauty parlour
and is shown to be extremely skilled in her work. Her character is also shown to be caring and supportive towards her
friends.

The portrayal of Bobby's character in the movie is generally positive and respectful. While some scenes do use her
gender identity for comedic effect, the movie also highlights the discrimination and challenges faced by transgender
people in Indian society. Overall, Bobby's character is a refreshing change from the stereotypical portrayal of
transgender characters in Indian cinema.
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Narrative:"Tum Milo To Sahi" presents multiple storylines that intersect at various points. The inclusion of a
transgender character, Bobby, is one of the storylines in the film. The narrative includes Bobby's struggles with
societal discrimination and acceptance, but her character is not the central focus of the movie.

Treatment of the story: Bobby's character is portrayed positively and with respect, and her struggles with societal
discrimination and acceptance are addressed. However, her gender identity is used for comedic effect in some scenes,
which could be viewed as problematic.

Point of view: The movie uses a primarily third-person point of view, with occasional shifts to a first-person point of
view for some of the characters. Bobby's character is primarily shown through the perspectives of other characters,
with only a few scenes that focus solely on her character.

Frames: The frames in the movie are relatively conventional, with standard shot-reverse shot sequences and close-
ups used to highlight emotional moments. However, the cinematography does make use of some interesting angles
and compositions to create a visually dynamic film.

Music: The music in the film is a mix of different genres and styles, including traditional Indian music, contemporary
pop, and rock. The music is generally used to support the emotional tone of the film and to provide an upbeat and
energetic atmosphere.

Editing style: The editing style in the movie is relatively straightforward, with standard cuts and transitions used
throughout. However, the movie does make use of some creative editing techniques in a few scenes, particularly
during moments of emotional tension.
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Overall, "Tum Milo To Sahi" portrays a transgender character in a generally positive and respectful manner. While
there are some problematic elements, such as the use of Bobby's gender identity for comedic effect, the movie is a
refreshing change from the stereotypical portrayal of transgender characters in Indian cinema.

Laxmii (2020)
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"Laxmii" (previously titled "Laxmmi Bomb") is a Hindi-language horror-comedy film directed by Raghava
Lawrence. The film revolves around the story of a man named Asif, played by Akshay Kumar, who is possessed by
the ghost of a transgender woman named Laxmi. Sharad Kelkar plays the role of Laxmi in the film.

Narrative: The narrative of the film is a mix of horror, comedy, and social commentary. It tries to tackle several
issues such as the treatment of transgender people in society, superstition, and the importance of family bonds.
However, the execution of the narrative is weak, and the film fails to create a cohesive storyline. The first half of the
movie is slow-paced and meandering, while the second half is filled with over-the-top action and loud, obnoxious
sound effects.

Treatment of the Story:The film's treatment of the story is a mix of humor and horror, which is a unique approach to
the horror-comedy genre. However, the comedy and horror elements don't always blend well together, resulting in
tonal inconsistencies throughout the film. The horror scenes are mostly jump scares and rely on loud sound effects,
which is a common trope in horror films. The comedy, on the other hand, is mostly slapstick and relies heavily on
Akshay Kumar's over-the-top performance.

Cinematography, Pov Frames, Music, Editing Style:The cinematography of the film is nothing exceptional. The
camera work is mostly functional, with no creative or innovative shots. The music of the film is forgettable and does
not add anything to the narrative. The editing style of the film is also unremarkable, with a few jarring cuts and
transitions that disrupt the flow of the story.

Transgender Role Played by Sharad Kelkar:Sharad Kelkar's performance as Laxmi is one of the few redeeming
factors of the film. He portrays the character with sensitivity and empathy, and his performance goes beyond
caricature or stereotype. Kelkar brings a sense of dignity and authenticity to the role, which is refreshing to see in a
mainstream Bollywood film.

Dearp
In conclusion, "Laxmii" fails to create a cohesive narrative and suffers from tonal inconsistencies. However, Sharad
Kelkar's portrayal of Laxmi is a standout performance and brings much-needed representation to the transgender
community in Bollywood cinema. The film's treatment of the story, cinematography, music, and editing are all
average at best and do not add anything noteworthy to the film.
Begum Jaan (2017)
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Begum Jaan is a Hindi-language period drama film released in 2017, directed by Srijit Mukherji and produced by
Mahesh Bhatt. The film is a remake of the Bengali film "Rajkahini" and features a cast of talented actors including
Vidya Balan, Naseeruddin Shah, Ila Arun, and Gauahar Khan. The film is set in the backdrop of the partition of India
in 1947 and tells the story of a brothel owner named Begum Jaan and her fight to protect her home and the women
who live there from the impact of the partition.
Narrative: The film's narrative revolves around the struggle of Begum Jaan and her girls to fight against the partition
that threatens their livelihood and existence. The story is set in a specific time and place in history and captures the
socio-political situation of the time. The narrative is layered and complex, exploring themes of power, politics,
gender, and identity. The film depicts the struggle of the transgender character, Shabbo, who is one of the women
living in Begum Jaan's brothel. Shabbo's story is interwoven into the larger narrative of the film and adds depth and
nuance to the overall plot.
Treatment of the story: The film's treatment of the story is gritty and raw, portraying the harsh realities of life in a
brothel during the partition of India. The film does not shy away from depicting violence, exploitation, and abuse, but
does so in a way that is not gratuitous or sensationalized. The story is told from the perspective of Begum Jaan, a
strong and determined woman who fights for what she believes in, and this perspective adds a layer of complexity to
the film.
Cinematography: The film's cinematography is impressive, capturing the starkness of the setting and the intensity of
the emotions of the characters. The film uses a muted color palette, which adds to the overall tone of the film. The use
of close-up shots and tight framing creates a sense of intimacy with the characters, allowing the audience to connect
with their struggles and emotions.
Point of view: The film is told from the perspective of Begum Jaan, and this perspective shapes the overall tone and
message of the film. The film is critical of the partition and the violence it brings, and the point of view of Begum
Jaan reflects this message. The film also challenges gender norms and stereotypes, and the point of view of the film
supports this message.
Frames: The film's use of frames is effective in creating a sense of claustrophobia and confinement, reflecting the
limited options available to the characters. The film's use of windows and doors as frames is particularly effective,
highlighting the barrier between the characters and the outside world.
Music: The film's music is haunting and melancholic, adding to the overall tone of the film. The film's use of
traditional Indian instruments and vocals is effective in capturing the time and place of the story.
Editing style: The film's editing is sharp and effective, creating a sense of urgency and tension in the story. The film's
use of flashbacks and non-linear storytelling adds depth to the characters and their motivations.
Transgender characters: The film features a transgender character, Shabbo, who is one of the women living in
Begum Jaan's brothel. Shabbo's story is an integral part of the film's narrative and adds depth and nuance to the
overall plot. The film portrays Shabbo as a complex character with hopes, fears, and desires, rather than as a
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caricature or stereotype. The film's treatment of Shabbo is respectful and authentic, and the character's struggles are
portrayed in a way that is empathetic and nuanced

Sabbo, the transgender character in Begum Jaan, is portrayed as a strong and resilient individual who is determined to
stand up for her community's rights. She is shown to be a part of Begum Jaan's brothel, where she performs for clients
and is also responsible for collecting protection money from the local police and other officials.

Sabbo is a complex character who struggles to find acceptance and respect from society due to her gender identity.
She is often subjected to discrimination and violence, both from the clients who visit the brothel and from the police
who harass her and her fellow transgender community members.

Despite these challenges, Sabbo refuses to give up and fights for her rights and dignity. She is shown to be a leader
among the transgender community, advocating for their rights and organizing protests against the discriminatory
policies of the government.

The character of Sabbo is significant in that it challenges the typical Bollywood portrayal of transgender individuals
as caricatures or objects of ridicule. Sabbo is shown to have agency and a voice, and her struggles are given a
platform in the film. This is a step towards more nuanced and respectful representations of the transgender community
in Bollywood films.

Overall, Sabbo's character adds depth and complexity to the narrative of Begum Jaan, and highlights the struggles of
the transgender community in India.

Analysis:

There has been a significant shift in the way Bollywood has portrayed transgender characters and stories in movies
released before and after 2015. Here are some differences between transgender-based movies released before 2015
and after 2015 till 2020:

Representation and Visibility: Before 2015, transgender characters were mostly portrayed as caricatures or as villains.
They were often used as comic relief or as a plot device to further the storyline. However, after 2015, there has been a
significant increase in the number of movies that feature transgender characters in leading roles. These movies have
brought greater visibility and representation to transgender people in Bollywood cinema.

Sensitivity and Empathy: Movies released before 2015 often perpetuated stereotypes and had insensitive portrayals of
transgender characters. However, movies released after 2015 have shown a greater sensitivity and empathy towards
the experiences of the transgender community. These movies have portrayed transgender characters with nuance and
depth, showcasing the struggles they face in society and the discrimination they often encounter.

Storytelling and Narrative: Before 2015, movies featuring transgender characters were often one-dimensional and
lacked a cohesive storyline. However, movies released after 2015 have focused on telling engaging and compelling
stories that center around transgender characters. These movies have explored themes such as identity, acceptance,
and the importance of family and community.

Performance and Casting: Before 2015, transgender characters were mostly played by cisgender actors. However,
after 2015, there has been a push for greater authenticity in casting, with more transgender actors being cast in leading
roles. This has resulted in more nuanced and authentic portrayals of transgender characters in Bollywood cinema.
Social Commentary: Movies released after 2015 have also taken a more active role in commenting on social issues
related to the transgender community. For example, the movie "Gulabi Aaina" (2018) is a documentary that explores
the lives of transgender people in India, while "Super Deluxe™ (2019) explores themes of gender identity and sexual
orientation. These movies are not just about telling a story, but also about raising awareness and promoting
acceptance of transgender individuals.

Technical Aspects: There has also been a significant improvement in the technical aspects of movies featuring
transgender characters. For example, the cinematography, editing, and music in movies like "Laxmii" (2020) and
"Begam Jaan” (2017) are all of a high standard and add to the overall quality of the film.

Intersectionality: Movies released after 2015 have also explored the intersectionality of the transgender experience.
For example, the movie "Natkhat" (2020) explores the relationship between a mother and son, and how the son's
gender identity intersects with other social and cultural factors. This intersectional approach helps to create more
nuanced and complex portrayals of transgender characters in Bollywood cinema.

Overall, the movies released after 2015 have shown a greater commitment to authentic and nuanced representations of
transgender characters and stories. They have also contributed to raising awareness and promoting acceptance of
transgender individuals in Indian society. The difference between transgender-based movies released before 2015 and
after 2015 till 2020 is that there has been a shift in the way transgender characters and stories are portrayed in
Bollywood. Movies released after 2015 have brought greater visibility and representation to transgender people in
Bollywood cinema, while also showing a greater sensitivity and empathy towards the experiences of the transgender
community.
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4.2 SURVEY ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS

AGE
160 responses
Age Number of respondents out of | Percentage %
160 responses
18-24 140 87.5%
25-34 15 9.38%
35-45 5 3.13%
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EXPLAINATION:

From the provided data, it can be observed that the majority of the respondents belong to the age group of 18-24 years
(87.4%). This indicates that the sample population is relatively younger and may not be representative of the opinions
of older individuals.

Furthermore, the age group of 25-34 years constitutes only 9.4% of the respondents, while the age group of 35-45
years is the smallest with only 3.1% of the respondents. This suggests that the sample population is skewed towards
younger individuals, and the opinions of older individuals may not be adequately represented.

It is important to note that the age distribution of the sample population may influence the results of the analysis.
Younger individuals may have different opinions and attitudes towards certain issues compared to older individuals,
and this may impact the interpretation of the data.

Therefore, it is necessary to ensure that the sample population is representative of the population as a whole to ensure
accurate and unbiased results. This can be achieved by ensuring a diverse sample that includes individuals from
different age groups, genders, ethnicities, and socioeconomic backgrounds.

1. How often do you watch Bollywood films?

How often do you watch | Number of respondents out of | Percentage %
Bollywood Films? 160 responses

Daily 15 9.4%
Weekly 56 35%
Monthly 46 28.7%
Rarely 43 26.9%
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EXPLAINATION:

Based on the survey responses, it appears that a majority of respondents (63.4%) watch Bollywood films at least once
a month. This indicates that Bollywood films are popular among the survey participants, with only a minority of
respondents (26.9%) reporting that they rarely watch Bollywood films.

Of those who watch Bollywood films, the highest percentage (35%) report watching them on a weekly basis. This
suggests that for many people, watching Bollywood films is a regular leisure activity that they enjoy on a consistent
basis.

Interestingly, a small percentage of respondents (9.4%) report watching Bollywood films on a daily basis. This
suggests that there are some individuals who are particularly passionate about Bollywood films and make them a part
of their daily routine.

It is worth noting that the survey did not collect any information about the demographic profile of the respondents,
such as age, gender, or location. It is possible that these factors may have an impact on how often people watch
Bollywood films.

For example, younger people may be more likely to watch Bollywood films on a regular basis, while older people
may be more likely to watch them on a monthly or occasional basis. Similarly, people living in India may be more
likely to watch Bollywood films on a regular basis, while people living outside of India may watch them less
frequently.

It is also worth noting that the survey did not collect any information about the respondents' level of interest in
Bollywood films or their reasons for watching them. Some people may watch Bollywood films for entertainment,
while others may watch them to connect with their cultural heritage or to learn more about Indian culture.

Overall, while the data provides some insight into the frequency with which people watch Bollywood films, further
research would be needed to fully understand the factors that influence people's viewing habits and motivations for
watching Bollywood films.

2. Have you watched any Bollywood films featuring transgender
characters?

Have you
Bollywood  films
transgender characters?

watched  any
featuring

Number of respondents out of | Percentage %
160 responses

Yes 146 91.3%
No 14 8.75%
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EXPLAINATION:

Based on the survey responses, it appears that a majority of respondents (91.3%) have watched Bollywood films
featuring transgender characters. This suggests that there is a significant interest among the survey participants in
watching movies that portray transgender individuals in a positive light.

The high percentage of respondents who have watched Bollywood films featuring transgender characters may be due
in part to the increased representation of transgender characters in Bollywood cinema in recent years. As noted in a
previous response, there has been a trend towards more nuanced and authentic portrayals of transgender characters in
Bollywood films released after 2015.

It is worth noting that the survey did not collect any information about the respondents' opinions or attitudes towards
the portrayal of transgender characters in Bollywood films. Some respondents may have watched these films out of
curiosity or interest in the topic, while others may have watched them as a form of support for the representation of
transgender individuals in popular culture.

Further research would be needed to fully understand the motivations and attitudes of people who watch Bollywood
films featuring transgender characters, as well as the impact that these films may have on people's perceptions of
transgender individuals in Indian society.

If yes, how many such films have you watched?

If yes, how many such films | Number of respondents out of | Percentage %
have you watched? 160 responses

1-2 94 58.8%

3-4 42 26.3%

More than 5 24 15%
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EXPLAINATION:

Based on the survey responses, it appears that a majority of respondents (58.5%) have watched 1-2 Bollywood films
featuring transgender characters. This suggests that for many people, exposure to transgender representation in
Bollywood films may be limited to only a few films.

However, a significant minority of respondents (41.5%) have watched three or more Bollywood films featuring
transgender characters, with 26.3% having watched 3-4 films and 15% having watched more than 5 films. This
suggests that there is a segment of the survey participants who are particularly interested in watching Bollywood films
that feature transgender characters.

It is worth noting that the survey did not collect any information about the specific films that respondents have
watched, or their opinions on the quality of the representation of transgender characters in these films. Further
research would be needed to understand why some people have watched more Bollywood films featuring transgender
characters than others, as well as their opinions and attitudes towards these films.

Overall, the data suggests that while many people have watched only a few Bollywood films featuring transgender
characters, there is a significant interest among some survey participants in watching multiple films on this topic. This
may indicate a growing acceptance and curiosity towards transgender representation in Bollywood cinema.

In your opinion, how have the representation of transgender
characters in Bollywood films changed over time?

In your opinion, how have the
representation of transgender
characters in Bollywood films
changed over time

Number of respondents out of
160 responses

Percentage %

Improved 29 18.1%
Remained the same 36 22.5%
Deteriorated 6 3.7%
Not sure 89 55.6%
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EXPLAINATION:

Based on the survey responses, it appears that a majority of respondents (55.6%) believe that the representation of
transgender characters in Bollywood films has improved over time. This suggests that many people feel that there has
been a positive trend towards more authentic and nuanced portrayals of transgender characters in Bollywood cinema.
A smaller proportion of respondents (22.5%) feel that the representation of transgender characters in Bollywood films
has remained the same over time. It is possible that these respondents feel that while there have been some
improvements in recent years, overall there has not been a significant shift in the representation of transgender
characters in Bollywood cinema.

A very small percentage of respondents (3.7%) feel that the representation of transgender characters in Bollywood
films has deteriorated over time. It is unclear why these respondents feel this way, as there has been a trend towards
more positive and nuanced portrayals of transgender characters in Bollywood films released after 2015.

A significant minority of respondents (18.1%) were not sure how the representation of transgender characters in
Bollywood films has changed over time. This may indicate a lack of awareness or knowledge about the topic, or
uncertainty about how to assess changes in representation over time.

Overall, the data suggests that a majority of respondents believe that the representation of transgender characters in
Bollywood films has improved over time, with a smaller proportion feeling that it has remained the same. It is worth
noting that the survey did not collect any information about the specific reasons for these perceptions, or the
respondents' opinions on the current state of transgender representation in Bollywood cinema.

What are the dominant narratives and stereotypes associated
with transgender characters in Bollywood films?

What are the dominant | Number of respondents out of | Percentage %
narratives and  stereotypes | 160 responses
associated with  transgender
characters in Bollywood films?

They are portrayed as comic | 45 28.13%
relief

They are shown as sex workers 36 22.5%
They are depicted as victims of | 64 40%
discrimination and violence

They are portrayed as | 15 9.38%
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EXPLAINATIN:

Based on the survey responses, it appears that there are several dominant narratives and stereotypes associated with
transgender characters in Bollywood films.

A significant proportion of respondents (28.1%) feel that transgender characters are often portrayed as comic relief in
Bollywood films. This suggests that transgender characters are often used as a source of humor in Bollywood films,
which can reinforce negative stereotypes and trivialize the experiences of transgender individuals.

Another significant proportion of respondents (22.5%) feel that transgender characters are often shown as sex workers
in Bollywood films. This reinforces harmful stereotypes that portray transgender individuals as inherently sexual and
promiscuous, and can contribute to stigmatization and discrimination.

A majority of respondents (40%) feel that transgender characters are often depicted as victims of discrimination and
violence in Bollywood films. While this may be a more positive and empathetic portrayal compared to the previous
two stereotypes, it can still reinforce a narrative of victimization and helplessness that can be disempowering for
transgender individuals.

A smaller proportion of respondents (9.4%) feel that transgender characters are often portrayed as manipulative and
deceitful in Bollywood films. This stereotype can be harmful as it reinforces negative perceptions of transgender
individuals as untrustworthy and dishonest.

Overall, the data suggests that there are several dominant narratives and stereotypes associated with transgender
characters in Bollywood films, with varying degrees of harm and impact on the representation of transgender
individuals. It is worth noting that the survey did not collect any information about the specific films or characters that
respondents were referencing, or their opinions on the quality of the representation of transgender characters in
Bollywood cinema. Further research would be needed to understand how these narratives and stereotypes are
constructed and perpetuated in Bollywood films, and their impact on the representation of transgender individuals in
Indian society.

Have you observed any positive representations of transgender
characters in Bollywood films?

Have you observed any positive | Number of respondents out of | Percentage %
representations of transgender | 160 responses
characters in Bollywood films?
Yes 95 59.38%
No 65 40.63%
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EXPLAINATION:

Based on the survey responses, it appears that a majority of the respondents (59.4%) have observed positive
representations of transgender characters in Bollywood films. This is a positive sign as it suggests that there have been
some efforts to represent transgender characters in a more nuanced and positive manner in Indian cinema.

However, it is important to note that a significant proportion of respondents (40.6%) have not observed any positive
representations of transgender characters in Bollywood films. This suggests that there is still a long way to go in terms
of improving the representation of transgender individuals in Indian cinema, and that negative stereotypes and
harmful narratives are still prevalent in many films.

In your opinion, do Bollywood films influence public perceptions
and attitudes towards transgender individuals?

In your opinion, do Bollywood | Number of respondents out of | Percentage %
films influence public | 160 responses

perceptions and attitudes

towards transgender

individuals?

Yes, to a large extend 62 38.75%

Yes, to the same extend 62 38.75%

No, not at al 13 8.13%

Not sure 23 14.38%
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EXPLAINATION:

Based on the responses, it seems that a majority of the participants (77.1%) believe that Bollywood films influence
public perceptions and attitudes towards transgender individuals to some extent. Specifically, 38.3% think that films
have a large influence, while 38.8% think they have the same extent of influence. On the other hand, only 8.1% of the
participants do not think that Bollywood films influence public perceptions and attitudes towards transgender
individuals at all, while 14.4% are not sure.

It is interesting to note that a significant proportion of participants are uncertain about whether Bollywood films
influence public perceptions and attitudes towards transgender individuals. This could be due to a lack of awareness
about the issue or limited exposure to films featuring transgender characters.

Overall, the data suggests that Bollywood films have the potential to shape public perceptions and attitudes towards
transgender individuals, although the extent of their influence may vary depending on the individual viewer's personal
beliefs and values.

Do you think Bollywood films can contribute to promoting
awareness and understanding of transgender issues?

Do you think Bollywood films
can contribute to promoting
awareness and understanding of
transgender issues?

Number of respondents out of
160 responses

Percentage %

Yes 126 78.75%
No 6 3.75%
Not sure 28 17.50%
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EXPLAINATION:

From the responses, it can be observed that a majority of the participants (78.8%) believe that Bollywood films can
contribute to promoting awareness and understanding of transgender issues. Only a small percentage (3.7%) believed
that Bollywood films cannot contribute to promoting awareness of transgender issues, while the remaining
respondents were not sure (17.5%).

This suggests that there is a significant level of optimism about the potential of Bollywood films to positively
influence public attitudes towards transgender individuals and increase awareness about their issues. However, there
may be some skepticism among some participants, as evidenced by the proportion of respondents who were not sure.
Further research may be needed to better understand the reasons for these attitudes and how Bollywood films can be
effectively utilized to promote awareness and understanding of transgender issues.

Do you think Bollywood films have the potential to challenge
dominant norms and promote social change with regard to
gender and sexuality in India?

Do you think Bollywood films | Number of respondents out of | Percentage %
have the potential to challenge | 160 responses
dominant norms and promote
social change with regard to
gender and sexuality in India?

Yes 120 75%
No 11 6.88%
Not sure 29 18.13%
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Based on the responses of 160 individuals, 75% of the respondents believe that Bollywood films have the potential to
challenge dominant norms and promote social change with regard to gender and sexuality in India. This suggests that
many people see the power of popular media, such as films, in influencing societal attitudes and beliefs.

On the other hand, 6.9% of the respondents do not think that Bollywood films can promote social change in this area,
while 18.1% are not sure. It is worth noting that the proportion of respondents who are not sure is relatively high,
which indicates the complexity and multifaceted nature of the issue. Overall, these results suggest that there is a
significant potential for Bollywood films to contribute to promoting awareness, understanding, and acceptance of
transgender individuals and their experiences, as well as challenging dominant norms and promoting social change
with regard to gender and sexuality in India.

The majority of respondents (75%) believe that Bollywood films have the potential to challenge dominant norms and
promote social change with regard to gender and sexuality in India. This suggests that people see Bollywood films as
a powerful medium that can influence cultural norms and attitudes towards these issues. Only 6.9% of respondents
disagreed with this statement, indicating that there are still some who may not view Bollywood films as having the
ability to impact social change in this way. The remaining 18.1% were unsure, indicating a need for more research
and discussion on this topic. Overall, these results

suggest that Bollywood films have the potential to play an important role in promoting social change and creating
more inclusive attitudes towards gender and sexuality in India.

In your opinion, what can Bollywood filmmakers do to improve the
representation of transgender characters in their films?

160 responses

EXPLAINATION:

Based on the responses, here are few suggestion given by the responded on what Bollywood filmmakers can do to
improve the representation of transgender characters in their films:

Cast actual individuals belonging to the transgender community to portray these roles, instead of recruiting
heterosexual individuals to play them.

Instead of being stereotypical in their representation, they should present true stories, after conducting adequate
research about their lives.

Make more movies on this subject to spread awareness and educate the audience.

Have better understanding about the struggles a transperson goes through and highlight their problems in a
sophisticated manner to the audience.

Make feature films or documentaries and show the positive side of transgender characters, and how they can be
equally successful in various professions, such as an MLA, train driver, station operator, etc.
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Avoid portraying transgender characters in a comedic way.Normalize LGBTQ+ community by representing their
point of view and struggles.

Give transgender characters a positive and empowering role in the movie with confidence, and highlight their
contributions to society, such as running a general store, etc.

Portray transgender individuals as a normal human being, and not just their sexual identity or as a diversity group
addition.

Show complete reality, or go for a biopic, and create more thoughtful and complex characters that go beyond their
gender identity.

Overall, the key is to consult with transgender activists, community leaders, and organizations to ensure that their
portrayal of transgender characters is accurate and respectful, and to avoid stereotyping or sexualizing them.

Have you observed any changes in public attitudes towards
transgender individuals in India over the years?

Have you observed any changes | Number of respondents out of | Percentage %
in  public attitudes towards | 160 responses
transgender individuals in India
over the years?

Yes, attitudes have become more | 107 66.88%
accepting
No, attitudes remain the same 30 18.75%
No, attitude have become more | 6 3.75%
discriminatory
Not sure 17 10.63%
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EXPLAINATION:

Out of the 160 responses, the majority (66.9%) believe that attitudes towards transgender individuals in India have
become more accepting over the years. This is a positive sign that suggests people in India are becoming more
understanding and inclusive of transgender individuals.

On the other hand, a smaller percentage (18.8%) believe that attitudes have remained the same. This could be seen as
a somewhat neutral response, as it doesn't indicate any significant change in attitudes towards transgender individuals.
A very small percentage (3.7%) of respondents believe that attitudes have become more discriminatory towards
transgender individuals. This is a concerning finding that suggests that there are still pockets of society in India where
negative attitudes towards transgender individuals persist.
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Finally, 10.6% of respondents were not sure about the changes in attitudes towards transgender individuals in India.
This could be because they haven't observed any significant changes or are simply unsure about the issue.

Overall, the majority of respondents believe that attitudes towards transgender individuals in India have become more
accepting, which is a positive trend. However, it is important to acknowledge that there is still work to be done to
ensure that transgender individuals are fully accepted and included in all aspects of society.

Do you think the representation of transgender characters in
Bollywood films can help reduce stigma and discrimination
against transgender individuals in India?

Do you think the representation | Number of respondents out of | Percentage %
of transgender characters in | 160 responses
Bollywood films can help
reduce stigma and
discrimination against
transgender  individuals  in
India?

Yes 115 71.88%
No 8 5%
Not sure 37 23.13%
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EXPLAINATION:

Out of the 160 respondents, the majority (71.9%) believe that the representation of transgender characters in
Bollywood films can help reduce stigma and discrimination against transgender individuals in India. This suggests
that people recognize the power of media in shaping attitudes and opinions, and see representation as a way to
promote understanding and empathy.

Only 5% of respondents answered "No," indicating that they do not believe that representation in Bollywood films
can have a positive impact on reducing stigma and discrimination. This may suggest that they are skeptical of the
entertainment industry's ability to effect meaningful change, or that they do not think that mainstream media reflects
the reality of transgender lives and experiences.
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A significant proportion of respondents (23.1%) were unsure if the representation of transgender characters in
Bollywood films can help reduce stigma and discrimination against transgender individuals in India. This may suggest
that they have not given the topic much thought or are not familiar with the current state of representation in
Bollywood.

Overall, the data shows that a majority of respondents are optimistic about the potential for Bollywood films to
promote understanding and acceptance of transgender individuals in India. However, more research is needed to
determine the effectiveness of representation in media and its impact on reducing stigma and discrimination against
marginalized communities

In your opinion, what more can be done to promote acceptance and inclusion
of transgender individuals in Indian society?

160 responses

EXPLAINATION:

On the bases of the responses by the respondent, there are several steps that can be taken to promote acceptance and
inclusion of transgender individuals in Indian society:

Education and awareness: Educating people about the challenges and struggles faced by the transgender community
can help promote acceptance and understanding. This can be done through movies, art forms, awareness programs in
schools and colleges, and other platforms.

Representation: It is important to represent transgender individuals in a positive light in media and movies. This can
be done by casting real transgender individuals for roles and portraying their lives and struggles in a more realistic
manner.

Support groups and resources: Providing community support for transgender individuals through support groups,
helplines, and other resources can help reduce feelings of isolation and provide a sense of belonging.

Job opportunities: Providing equal opportunities for jobs and education can help promote acceptance and inclusion of
transgender individuals in society.

Gender-neutral facilities: Providing gender-neutral public washrooms and other facilities can help create a more
inclusive environment.

Normalization: Transgender individuals should be treated as equals and promoted in a positive way like any other
member of society. Normalizing their existence and showing them as normal humans rather than portraying them as a
separate community can help in promoting acceptance.

Changing mindset: People should be educated more on this topic, and made aware that social courtesy and acceptance
for people’s lifestyle is something that should be extended as a courtesy regardless of their beliefs.

Awareness from a young age: Instilling better values in children at school to be more accepting of and inclusive with
these gender minorities can help create a more welcoming environment for transgender individuals.

Would you like to see more Bollywood films featuring transgender

characters?
Would you like to see more | Number of respondents out of | Percentage %
Bollywood  films  featuring | 160 responses
transgender characters?
Yes 129 80.63%
No 14 8.75%
Not sure 17 10.63%
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EXPLAINATION:

Based on the responses, it appears that a large majority (80.6%) of the participants are in favor of seeing more
Bollywood films featuring transgender characters. Only a small minority (8.8%) responded negatively, indicating that
they do not want to see more of these films, while 10.6% were unsure.

This data suggests that there is a significant demand for more representation of transgender characters in Bollywood
films. It is possible that the positive response is due to an increasing awareness and acceptance of the LGBTQ+
community in India and a desire for more diverse and inclusive media representation. It is also possible that some
respondents may be motivated by a curiosity to learn more about transgender issues and to see how they are portrayed
in popular media.

Overall, this data highlights the importance of representation in media and suggests that there is a potential market for
Bollywood films that feature transgender characters. It is up to filmmakers and producers to take note of this demand
and work towards creating more inclusive content that accurately represents diverse communities.

How accurately do you think Bollywood films represent the lives
and experiences of transgender individuals?

How accurately do you think | Number of respondents out of | Percentage %
Bollywood films represent the | 160 responses
lives and experiences of
transgender individuals?

Not accurate at all 27 16.88%
Somewhat accurate 64 40%
Moderately accurate 64 40%
Very accurate 5 3.13%
Completely accurate 0 0%
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EXPLAINATION:

Based on the responses from 160 individuals, it appears that a majority (80.6%) would like to see more Bollywood
films featuring transgender characters. However, a small minority (8.8%) did not agree with this idea, while 10.6%
were not sure.

In regards to the accuracy of Bollywood films in representing the lives and experiences of transgender individuals, the
responses were mixed. While a significant portion (80%) believed that these films are somewhat to moderately
accurate in their portrayal, 16.9% did not find them to be accurate at all. Only 3.1% of the respondents found the
representation to be very accurate, and none found it to be completely accurate.

Additionally, a small percentage (0%) of respondents believed that Bollywood films completely accurately represent
the lives and experiences of transgender individuals. This suggests that there is still a lot of work to be done in terms
of accurately representing and portraying the experiences of the transgender community in Bollywood films.

Overall, these results suggest that while some progress has been made in terms of including transgender characters in
Bollywood films, there is still room for improvement in terms of accurately representing their experiences and
perspectives. It may be beneficial for filmmakers and producers to consult with members of the transgender
community and hire transgender actors to ensure that these stories are being told in a respectful and authentic way.

To what extent do you think Bollywood films have contributed to
the stigmatization of transgender individuals in Indian society?

To what extent do you think | Number of respondents out of | Percentage %
Bollywood films have | 160 responses
contributed to the stigmatization
of transgender individuals in
Indian society?

Not at all 10 6.25%
To some extent 98 61.25%
To a moderate extent 41 25.63%
To a large extent 11 6.88%
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EXPLAINATION:

The majority of respondents (61.3%) believed that Bollywood films have contributed to the stigmatization of
transgender individuals in Indian society to some extent. This suggests that many people believe that the way
transgender individuals are portrayed in Bollywood films has played a role in perpetuating negative stereotypes and
contributing to discrimination against this community.

Additionally, a significant minority (25.6%) believed that Bollywood films have contributed to the stigmatization of
transgender individuals to a moderate extent, indicating that they believe the impact of these films on society is even
stronger.

It is worth noting, however, that a small percentage (6.3%) of respondents believed that Bollywood films have not
contributed to the stigmatization of transgender individuals at all. It is possible that these individuals believe that the
impact of Bollywood films on society is limited or that other factors are more significant in perpetuating
discrimination against the transgender community.

How much do you agree with the statement that Bollywood
filmmakers have a responsibility to accurately and sensitively
represent transgender individuals in their films?

How much do you agree with | Number of respondents out of | Percentage %
the statement that Bollywood | 160 responses

filmmakers have a responsibility

to accurately and sensitively

represent transgender

individuals in their films?

Strongly disagree 12 7.5%
Disagree 10 6.25%
Neutral 55 34.38%
Agree 49 30.63%
Strongly agree 34 21.25%
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EXPLAINATION:

From the provided data, it can be seen that only a minority of respondents strongly agree (21.3%) with the statement
that Bollywood filmmakers have a responsibility to accurately and sensitively represent transgender individuals in
their films. However, a majority of respondents either agree (30.6%) or strongly agree (21.3%), making up 51.9% of
the total responses.

On the other hand, a small percentage of respondents either disagree (6.3%) or strongly disagree (7.5%) with the
statement. A significant proportion of respondents (34.4%) chose the neutral option, indicating that they may not have
a clear opinion or may require more information before taking a stance.

The results suggest that a sizeable proportion of respondents recognize the responsibility of Bollywood filmmakers to
accurately and sensitively represent transgender individuals in their films. However, a significant proportion of
respondents are either unsure or do not believe that this is necessary.

It is worth noting that the data only represents the views of those who responded to the question and may not be
indicative of the broader population's opinion. Additionally, the reasons behind the respondents' opinions are not
provided, and further research may be required to understand their underlying motivations.

To what extent do you think Bollywood films can contribute to
challenging harmful stereotypes and promoting acceptance of
transgender individuals in Indian society?

To what extent do you think
Bollywood films can contribute

to challenging harmful
stereotypes and  promoting
acceptance  of  transgender

individuals in Indian society?

Number of respondents out of
160 responses

Percentage %

Not at all 8 5%

To a small extent 34 21.35%
To a moderate extent 81 50.63%
To a large extent 37 23.13%
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EXPLAINATION:

Out of the 160 responses, the majority of the participants (73.7%) believe that Bollywood films can contribute to
challenging harmful stereotypes and promoting acceptance of transgender individuals to some extent or more. More
specifically, 23.1% believe that Bollywood films can contribute to a large extent, 50.6% believe it can contribute to a
moderate extent, and 21.3% believe it can contribute to a small extent. Only 5% of the participants believe that
Bollywood films cannot contribute at all.

This suggests that many people have faith in the potential of Bollywood films to positively influence attitudes towards
transgender individuals in Indian society. However, it is important to note that the impact of films on social attitudes
and behavior is complex and multifaceted, and should not be seen as a panacea for societal problems. Other factors
such as education, social support, and policy change are also important in promoting acceptance and reducing stigma
towards marginalized communities.

The data suggests that a majority of respondents believe that Bollywood films can contribute to promoting acceptance
of transgender individuals in Indian society to some extent. This is a positive sign, as media representation can play an
important role in shaping societal attitudes towards marginalized groups.

However, it is also important to note that a significant percentage of respondents feel that Bollywood films can only
contribute to a small extent, or not at all. This highlights the need for more nuanced and accurate representation of
transgender individuals in media, and for Bollywood to move away from harmful stereotypes and tropes.

Overall, the data suggests that Bollywood has the potential to positively impact societal attitudes towards transgender
individuals, but it needs to be done carefully and thoughtfully.

How much do you agree with the statement that increasing
representation of transgender characters in Bollywood films can
help promote greater acceptance and understanding of the
transgender community?

How much do you agree with | Number of respondents out of | Percentage %
the statement that increasing | 160 responses
representation of transgender
characters in Bollywood films
can help promote greater
acceptance and understanding of
the transgender community?
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Strongly disagree 5 3.1%
Disagree 8 5%
Neutral 42 26.3%
Agree 67 41.9%
Strongly agree 38 23.8%
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EXPLAINATION:

Of the 160 responses, 65.7% agreed or strongly agreed that increasing representation of transgender characters in
Bollywood films can help promote greater acceptance and understanding of the transgender community. On the other
hand, 8.1% of respondents disagreed or strongly disagreed with this statement. The remaining 26.3% of respondents
were neutral on this question.

This suggests that while there is not unanimous agreement, there is a sizable portion of respondents who believe that
increasing representation of transgender characters in Bollywood films can be a positive step towards greater
acceptance and understanding of the transgender community. It is also worth noting that a significant percentage of
respondents were neutral on this question, indicating a lack of certainty or knowledge on the topic.

CHAPTERS

5. Conclusion:

The representation of transgender individuals in Bollywood films has undergone a significant transformation in the
past decade. Earlier, they were portrayed as caricatures or as objects of ridicule, but the recent films have started to
focus on their human experiences and struggles. There is a noticeable shift towards more nuanced and respectful
depictions of transgender characters in Bollywood films.

Films like ‘Chandigadh Kare Ashiqui’ and 'Laxmii' (2020) have attempted to challenge the stereotypes and prejudices
associated with the transgender community. These films have portrayed transgender individuals as complex and
relatable characters, who have the same desires and emotions as anyone else.

Moreover, the casting of transgender actors in these films has also played a significant role in authentic
representation. For instance, In the 2017 film Begum Jaan, transgender representation is present in the character of
Rubina, played by actor Vivek Mushran. Rubina is a loyal friend and right-hand to the eponymous Begum Jaan,
played by Vidya Balan. The film explores the struggles and discrimination faced by the transgender community in
pre-partition India.

Rubina's character is portrayed with depth and sensitivity, and her gender identity is not used as a punchline or a
gimmick. She is shown to be an integral part of Begum Jaan's group of women who run a brothel and refuse to give
up their home when India and Pakistan are partitioned. The film portrays her character with empathy, and her
portrayal is not overly sexualized or objectified.
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Overall, while Rubina's character does not have a significant role in the film, her portrayal is an example of respectful
transgender representation in Bollywood. In conclusion, while there is still a long way to go in terms of accurate
representation and inclusivity, the recent films demonstrate that Bollywood is gradually moving towards a more
empathetic and respectful portrayal of the transgender community.
There are some points which explain the overall conclusion of this research paper:
e Transgender individuals were previously depicted as caricatures or objects of ridicule in Bollywood films
o Recent films have attempted to challenge stereotypes and prejudices and focus on human experiences and
struggles
¢ Nuanced and respectful depictions of transgender characters are becoming more prevalent in Bollywood
e Casting of transgender actors in these films is helping to break down barriers and stereotypes
e Bollywood still has a long way to go in terms of accurate representation and inclusivity, but the recent films
demonstrate progress towards a more empathetic and respectful portrayal.

5.1 Limitations and Suggestions:

Limited sample size: Since the study is focused on a selective sample of films released in Bollywood between 2010 to
2020, the findings may not be representative of the entire population of Bollywood films that feature transgender
characters.

Limited scope of analysis: The study focuses only on the portrayal of transgender characters in Bollywood films and
does not take into account other forms of media representation, such as television or online streaming platforms.
Limited access to primary sources: The researchers may face challenges in accessing primary sources, such as
interviews with filmmakers or actors, which can provide valuable insights into the creative process behind the
portrayal of transgender characters in Bollywood films.

Limitations of content analysis: The study relies heavily on content analysis of the films, which may not capture the
nuances of the portrayal of transgender characters in terms of context, tone, and intent.

Lack of intersectional analysis: The study does not account for the intersectionality of gender identity and other social
categories such as class, caste, and religion, which can impact the representation of transgender characters in
Bollywood films.

Limitations of qualitative analysis: The study relies on qualitative analysis of the films, which may be subject to
researcher bias and interpretation. It may also lack statistical significance.

Limited generalizability: The findings of the study may not be generalizable to other cultural contexts or film
industries outside of Bollywood.
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Appendix:
Survey for Research
Dear Participant,

I am Agrima Mishra, a student of Journalism and Mass Communication from Jain University. As a part of my
master’s degree curriculum, I am conducting a research study titled "The Portrayal of Transgenders in Bollywood
films: Its Changing Pattern of Representation in Films" and | would like to request your participation. As a
participant in our survey, we understand that you will be sharing sensitive information with us, and we are committed
to protecting your privacy and confidentiality. Please read this agreement carefully before agreeing to participate in
the study.

The survey is tr to analyze the perspective of the participants over the recognition of transgender

Through the research | am trying to analyze the change in acceptance of the Transgender in society and how they are
been looked at as well as their the recognition as the third gender.

* indicates required question

1. E-MAIL*
2. NAME *
3. AGE *

Mark only one oval.
18-24
25-34
35-45

4. 1. How often do you watch Bollywood films? * Mark only one oval.
Daily Weekly Monthly Rarely

5. 2. Have you watched any Bollywood films featuring transgender characters? *
Mark only one oval.

Yes No

6. 3. If yes, how many such films have you watched? *

Mark only one oval.

1-2

3-4

more than 5

7. 4. In your opinion, how have the representation of transgender characters in

* Bollywood films changed over time?
Mark only one oval.

Improved
Remained the same Deteriorated
Not sure

8. 5. What are the dominant narratives and stereotypes associated with transgender
* characters in Bollywood films?
Mark only one oval.
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a) They are portrayed as comic relief

b) They are shown as sex workers

c) They are depicted as victims of discrimination and violence
d) They are portrayed as manipulative and deceitful

9. 6. Have you observed any positive representations of transgender characters in
* Bollywood films?
Mark only one oval.

Yes
No

10. 7. In your opinion, do Bollywood films influence public perceptions and attitudes
* towards transgender individuals?
Mark only one oval.

Yes, to a large extend Yes, to the same extend No, not at all
Not sure

11. 8. Do you think Bollywood films can contribute to promoting awareness and
* understanding of transgender issues?
Mark only one oval.

Yes
No
Not sure

12. 9. Do you think Bollywood films have the potential to challenge dominant norms
* and promote social change with regard to gender and sexuality in India?
Mark only one oval.

Yes No
Not sure

13. 10. In your opinion, what can Bollywood filmmakers do to improve the
* representation of transgender characters in their films?

14. 11. Have you observed any changes in public attitudes towards transgender
* individuals in India over the years?
Mark only one oval.

Yes, attitudes have become more accepting No, attitudes remain the same
No, attitude have become more discriminatory

Not sure
15. 12. Do you think the representation of transgender characters in Bollywood films

* can help reduce stigma and discrimination against transgender individuals in
India?

Mark only one oval.

Yes No
Not sure
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16. 13. In your opinion, what more can be done to promote acceptance and inclusion * of transgender individuals
in Indian society?

17. 14. Would you like to see more Bollywood films featuring transgender characters? * Mark only one oval.
Yes

No

Not sure

18. 15. How accurately do you think Bollywood films represent the lives and

* experiences of transgender individuals?
Mark only one oval.

Not accurate at all Somewhat accurate Moderately accurate Very accurate Completely accurate

19. 16. To what extent do you think Bollywood films have contributed to the stigmatization of transgender
individuals in Indian society?
Mark only one oval.

Not at all

To some extent

To a moderate extent
To a large extent

20. 17. How much do you agree with the statement that Bollywood filmmakers have a * responsibility to
accurately and sensitively represent transgender individuals in
their films?

Strongly disagree Disagree
Neutral
Agree

Strongly agree

21. 18. To what extent do you think Bollywood films can contribute to challenging harmful stereotypes and
promoting acceptance of transgender individuals inIndian society?

Not at all

To a small extent

To a moderate extent

To a large extent

22. 19. How much do you agree with the statement that increasing representation of transgender characters in
Bollywood films can help promote greater acceptance and understanding of the transgender community?

Mark only one oval.

Strongly disagree Disagree
Neutral
Agree

Strongly agree
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