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Abstract- Siddha medicine, an ancient traditional system of healing originating in Tamil Nadu, India, possesses 

a rich history and unique philosophy. Its holistic approach emphasizes balance between the body's elements, 

utilizing herbal remedies, mineral therapies, yoga, and meditation to promote health and healing. While Siddha 

medicine has been practiced for thousands of years, its effectiveness in treating diabetes mellitus remains 

insufficiently studied and validated. Nonetheless, this system incorporates several herbs, substances, and 

practices believed to have potential benefits for diabetes management. These include Seendhil, bitter gourd, 

Indian gooseberry, neem, fenugreek, cinnamon, Gymnema Sylvestre, oil baths, yoga, and mudras. The scope of 

traditional medicine, including Siddha, Ayurveda, and Traditional Chinese Medicine, in diabetes management 

encompasses herbal remedies, dietary recommendations, lifestyle modifications, mind-body approaches, 

personalized care, prevention, and complementary therapy. Integrating these practices under the guidance of 

qualified practitioners can complement modern medicine, offering a holistic and personalized approach to 

improve diabetes control and overall well-being. 
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INTRODUCTION: 

Siddha medicine is a traditional system of medicine that originated in ancient Tamil Nadu, India. It has a history 

spanning thousands of years and is one of the world's oldest medical systems. Siddha medicine has its unique philosophy 

and approach to health and healing. 

 Historical Origins: Siddha medicine has its roots in the ancient Tamil culture and is believed to have been developed 

by Siddhars, who were revered saints and sages. It is considered one of the "eighteen traditional arts" in ancient Tamil 

civilization. 

Holistic Approach: Siddha medicine takes a holistic approach to health, focusing on balancing the body's elements 

(earth, water, fire, air, and ether) and maintaining harmony between the body and mind. 

 Diagnosis and Treatment: Practitioners of Siddha medicine diagnose diseases through various methods, including pulse 

diagnosis, physical examination, and detailed patient history. Treatment involves a combination of herbal remedies, 

mineral preparations, diet, and lifestyle modifications. 

Herbal Medicine: Herbs and plants play a central role in Siddha medicine. Various herbs and natural substances are 

used to prepare medicinal formulations, known as "kashayam," "chooranam," "lehiyam." etc 

 Mineral Therapy: Siddha medicine also uses minerals and metals like mercury, sulfur, and gold in its medicinal 

preparations. These substances are carefully processed to reduce their toxicity and enhance their therapeutic effects. 

 Yoga and Meditation: Siddha medicine places a strong emphasis on the integration of yoga and meditation as part of a 

patient's treatment plan to promote physical and mental well-being. 

 Prevention and Lifestyle: Prevention is considered crucial in Siddha medicine, and lifestyle modifications, including 

dietary guidelines and exercise, are integral to maintaining good health. 

Spiritual Aspect: Siddha medicine incorporates spiritual and metaphysical elements, emphasizing the connection 

between the body, mind, and spirit.  

 While Siddha medicine has a long history and is still practiced in some parts of India, it's important to note that its 

effectiveness in treating diabetes mellitus has not been widely studied or scientifically validated. 

That said, here are some commonly used herbs and substances in Siddha medicine that are believed to have potential 

benefits for diabetes mellitus: 

Seendhil, also known as Gynura procumbens or "Longevity Spinach," is a plant that is traditionally used in some 

traditional medicine systems, including Siddha medicine, for its potential anti-diabetic activity. While there is some 

interest in the medicinal properties of Seendhil, it's important to note that scientific research on its anti-diabetic effects 

is limited, and more studies are needed to confirm its efficacy and safety. 
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Some of the potential anti-diabetic properties associated with Seendhil include: 

1. Blood Sugar Regulation: Seendhil is believed to have the ability to help regulate blood sugar levels. It is thought to 

contain compounds that may improve insulin sensitivity and enhance glucose metabolism. 

2. Antioxidant Effects: The plant is rich in antioxidants, which can help protect the cells from oxidative stress. Oxidative 

stress is a factor in the development and progression of diabetes and its complications. 

3. Anti-Inflammatory Properties: Seendhil is believed to have anti-inflammatory properties, which may be beneficial 

for people with diabetes since chronic inflammation is associated with insulin resistance and other diabetes-related 

complications. 

4. Lipid-Lowering Effects: Some traditional uses of Seendhil include its potential to lower lipid levels (cholesterol and 

triglycerides), which can be important for individuals with diabetes, as they are often at higher risk for cardiovascular 

issues. 

 

Despite the traditional use of Seendhil and the potential benefits it may offer, it is important to approach it with caution.  

The routine utilization of botanical remedies in the context of diabetes is a customary practice in which herbs are 

incorporated into daily regimens. These herbs are seamlessly integrated into daily life to address the management of 

diabetes, fostering a symbiotic relationship between nature and health. 

 

1. Bitter Gourd (Momordica charantia): Bitter gourd is often used in Siddha medicine to help regulate blood sugar 

levels. It is believed to have properties that can help improve insulin sensitivity and reduce blood glucose levels. 

2. Indian Gooseberry – Amla (Phyllanthus emblica): Amla is rich in vitamin C and antioxidants. It is used in Siddha 

medicine for its potential to improve pancreatic function and regulate blood sugar. 

3. Neem (Azadirachta indica): Neem leaves and their extracts are known for their antidiabetic properties. They are 

believed to help lower blood sugar levels and improve insulin sensitivity. 

4. Fenugreek (Trigonella foenum-graecum): Fenugreek seeds have been used in Siddha medicine to help manage 

diabetes. They may improve insulin secretion and lower blood sugar levels. 

5. Cinnamon (Cinnamomum verum): Cinnamon is believed to have insulin-like effects and can potentially help improve 

insulin sensitivity and regulate blood sugar. 

6. Gymnema Sylvestre: In Siddha medicine, Gymnema sylvestre is used to reduce sugar cravings and potentially improve 

blood sugar control. 

 

Prevention of Diabetes using oilbath: 

Oil bath, applying oil from head to toe soak it for thirty minutes and take bath in warm water, oil baths are primarily 

used for promoting relaxation, reducing stress, and improving skin and hair health, there are potential indirect benefits 

for individuals with diabetes: 

1. Stress Reduction: Diabetes management often involves dealing with stress related to monitoring blood sugar levels, 

adhering to dietary restrictions, and taking medications. Regular oil baths can help reduce stress and promote relaxation, 

which, in turn, may have a positive impact on blood sugar control. 

2. Improved Circulation: The massage involved in an oil bath can enhance blood circulation and lymphatic drainage. 

Improved circulation can support overall health, especially in individuals with diabetes, as it can help with wound 

healing and reduce the risk of complications related to poor circulation. 

3. Skin Health: Diabetes can affect the skin, making it more prone to dryness and infections. Applying oil during an oil 

bath can help maintain skin moisture, reduce dryness, and promote skin health. 

4. Nervous System Support: oilbath can calm the nervous system and promote a sense of well-being. A balanced nervous 

system can be beneficial for individuals with diabetes, as it can help maintain stable blood sugar levels. 

5. Insulin Sensitivity: While there is limited scientific evidence, some studies suggest that regular self-massage, such as 

the one practiced in oilbath, may enhance insulin sensitivity in the body. Improved insulin sensitivity can help regulate 

blood sugar levels. 

 

It's important to note that the benefits of oil baths for diabetes are primarily indirect. Oil baths are not a direct treatment 

for diabetes but can complement overall well-being and stress reduction, which can be helpful for diabetes management. 

If you have diabetes and are interested in incorporating oil baths into  self-care routine. 

 

Yogam for Diabetes:  

Yoga asanas (postures) can be a helpful part of a holistic approach to managing diabetes. Yoga can help improve insulin 

sensitivity, reduce stress, enhance overall well-being, and support better blood sugar control. Here are some yoga asanas 

that are particularly beneficial for individuals with diabetes: 

1. Tadasana (Mountain Pose):Tadasana is a simple standing pose that helps improve posture and alignment. It can 

promote better circulation and awareness of body positioning. 
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2. Vrikshasana (Tree Pose): This balancing pose helps strengthen the legs and core muscles. It encourages focus and 

concentration, which can be beneficial for managing stress. 

3. Trikonasana (Triangle Pose): Trikonasana stretches the sides of the body and helps improve digestion. It can be useful 

for individuals with diabetes who may experience gastrointestinal issues. 

4. Paschimottanasana (Seated Forward Bend): This asana stretches the entire back of the body, including the hamstrings 

and lower back. It can help reduce stress and improve flexibility. 

5. Bhujangasana (Cobra Pose); Bhujangasana is a backbend that stretches the spine and chest. It can help improve lung 

capacity and reduce tension in the back. 

6. Dhanurasana (Bow Pose): Dhanurasana is a backbend that can help stimulate the pancreas and improve digestion. It 

also stretches the entire front of the body. 

7. Sarvangasana (Shoulder Stand): Sarvangasana is an inverted pose that can help regulate the thyroid gland, which 

plays a role in metabolism and blood sugar regulation. 

8. Halasana (Plow Pose): Halasana is often practiced immediately after Sarvangasana and can promote blood 

circulation, especially to the abdominal area. 

9. Matsyasana (Fish Pose): Matsyasana is a gentle backbend that can help open the chest and improve lung function. It 

is believed to stimulate the pancreas. 

10. Supta Baddha Konasana (Reclining Bound Angle Pose): This restorative asana can help reduce stress and promote 

relaxation. 

11. Anulom Vilom Pranayama (Alternate Nostril Breathing): Although not a physical asana, this breathing technique 

can help balance the nervous system, reduce stress, and improve overall well-being. 

12. Viparita Karani (Legs-Up-the-Wall Pose): Another restorative pose, Viparita Karani can help reduce stress, improve 

circulation, and promote relaxation. 

 

When practicing yoga asanas for diabetes, keep the following tips in mind: 

1. Consult your healthcare provider: Before starting any new exercise routine, consult your healthcare provider, 

especially if you have underlying health conditions. 

2. Practice regularly: Consistency is key to experiencing the benefits of yoga for diabetes management. Aim for a regular 

practice that works for you. 

3. Monitor blood sugar: Be mindful of your blood sugar levels before, during, and after your yoga practice. Always 

carry glucose monitoring supplies if necessary. 

4. Stay hydrated:  Maintain proper hydration throughout your practice to prevent dehydration, which can affect blood 

sugar levels. 

5. Modify as needed: If you have physical limitations or injuries, consider modifying yoga poses to suit your needs. 

You can use props like blocks and bolsters to support your practice. 

Remember that yoga is just one part of a comprehensive approach to diabetes management. It should be used in 

conjunction with other aspects of diabetes care, such as medication, dietary guidelines, and regular medical check-ups. 

 

Mudras for Diabetes: 

Mudras are specific hand gestures or positions that are often used in yoga and traditional Indian healing practices to 

influence the flow of energy within the body. While there isn't direct scientific evidence to support their effectiveness 

in managing diabetes, some people find mudras to be a complementary practice that enhances their overall well-being. 

Mudras can be incorporated into your routine alongside other diabetes management strategies. Here are a few mudras 

that are believed to be beneficial for individuals with diabetes: 

 

1. Surya Mudra (Sun Gesture): To perform Surya Mudra, bend your ring finger and press it with your thumb while 

keeping the other three fingers extended. This mudra is thought to increase the fire element in the body, promoting 

metabolism and helping with weight management, which is important for diabetes. 

2. Prana Mudra (Life Force Gesture): Prana Mudra is created by touching the tips of the thumb, ring finger, and little 

finger together while keeping the other two fingers extended. It is believed to increase vitality, improve immunity, and 

enhance overall health. 

3. Apana Mudra (Digestion Gesture): Apana Mudra involves joining the tips of the thumb, middle finger, and ring finger 

while keeping the other two fingers extended. It is thought to aid in digestion, promote the elimination of waste, and 

improve metabolic processes. 

4. Gyan Mudra (Knowledge Gesture): Gyan Mudra is one of the most commonly practiced mudras. It involves touching 

the tip of the thumb to the tip of the index finger while keeping the other fingers extended. This mudra is believed to 

calm the mind, reduce stress, and support overall well-being. 
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5. Apana Vayu Mudra (Heart Health Gesture): In this mudra, the tips of the thumb, index finger, and middle finger are 

brought together, while the ring finger and little finger are extended. It is said to have a positive impact on the heart, 

improving circulation and promoting cardiovascular health, which is important for individuals with diabetes. 

 

When practicing mudras for diabetes or any other health condition, it's essential to do so with a sense of mindfulness 

and relaxation. Mudras can be incorporated into your yoga or meditation routine, or simply used during moments of 

reflection and self-care. 

 

While mudras can be a complementary practice that some people find beneficial, it's crucial to remember that they 

should not replace conventional medical treatments for diabetes. Always consult with your healthcare provider to ensure 

you are following a safe and effective diabetes management plan. 

 

Scope of traditional medicine in Diabetes Mellitus: 

Traditional medicine, including various systems such as Ayurveda, Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM), and Siddha 

medicine, has a significant role to play in the management of diabetes. While the primary treatment for diabetes is often 

based on modern Western medicine, traditional medicine can complement and enhance the overall care and well-being 

of individuals with diabetes in several ways. Here are some aspects of the scope of traditional medicine in diabetes: 

 

1. Herbal Remedies: Traditional medicine systems often use a wide range of herbs and natural substances with potential 

anti-diabetic properties. These herbs, such as bitter melon, fenugreek, ginseng, and many others, are believed to help 

lower blood sugar levels, improve insulin sensitivity, and support overall metabolic health. 

2. Dietary Recommendations: Traditional medicine systems emphasize the importance of diet in managing diabetes. 

They offer dietary guidelines that focus on whole, unprocessed foods, specific food combinations, and balanced meals 

that can help regulate blood sugar levels. 

3. Lifestyle Modifications: Traditional medicine systems, including Ayurveda and TCM, often emphasize the 

importance of lifestyle modifications, such as stress reduction techniques (meditation, yoga), exercise, and sleep, which 

are crucial for diabetes management. 

4. Mind-Body Approaches: Many traditional medicine systems, such as Ayurveda and TCM, recognize the mind-body 

connection. Techniques like meditation, acupuncture, and specific breathing exercises can help individuals manage 

stress and improve emotional well-being, which is important for diabetes management. 

5. Personalized Medicine: Traditional medicine often considers an individual's unique constitution and health profile, 

leading to personalized treatment plans. This personalized approach may help address specific health issues and 

imbalances that contribute to diabetes. 

6. Prevention: Traditional medicine systems also focus on preventive measures. By identifying risk factors and early 

signs of diabetes, they can help individuals make lifestyle changes to prevent the onset of the disease or its 

complications. 

7. Complementary Therapy: Traditional medicine can work as complementary therapy alongside modern Western 

medicine. Many individuals with diabetes use traditional remedies to augment the effects of prescribed medications and 

improve their overall well-being. 

8. Research and Integration: There is ongoing research to better understand the effectiveness of traditional medicine in 

diabetes management. Integrative healthcare models, which combine elements of both traditional and modern medicine, 

are increasingly being explored to offer comprehensive care to individuals with diabetes. 

 

Conclusion: 

It's important to note that while traditional medicine systems offer valuable insights and potential treatments for 

diabetes, they should be used under the guidance of qualified practitioners. Furthermore, individuals with diabetes 

should maintain regular communication with their healthcare providers, as any complementary treatments should be 

integrated into their overall diabetes management plan. 

The scope of traditional medicine in diabetes is to provide a holistic and personalized approach that complements 

modern medical treatments and supports individuals in achieving better control of their condition and overall well-

being. 
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