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 Abstract 

The Kingdom of Tripura, governed by the renowned Manikya dynasty, was one of the longest-reigning 

monarchical nations in the Indian subcontinent, with a history lasting over 500 years. The dynasty dates its 

beginnings to the 15th century, when Maharaja Ratna Manikya built a centralized government and increased 

geographical authority. Over the ages, the Manikya kings adeptly managed their autonomy while navigating 

political developments affected by the Mughals, the British colonial authority, and eventually, incorporation into 

independent India in 1949. 

 

Tripura’s monarchs nurtured a unique cultural legacy, merging indigenous traditions with Bengali influences. 

The kingdom was recognized for its encouragement of art, literature, and architecture, as proven by 

constructions like the Ujjayanta Palace and temples devoted to Hindu deities. The kings employed a syncretic 

style of governing, embracing numerous ethnic groupings, notably the Tripuri, Reang, and Chakma populations. 

 

During the Mughal Empire, Tripura maintained tributary links with the empire, sustaining its semi-independent 

status. The introduction of British colonial troops in the 19th century represented a profound upheaval in the 

kingdom’s political environment. The British established indirect control, incorporating Tripura into their 

administrative system while granting the Manikya rulers nominal power. This time also experienced economic 

progress, with the establishment of tea plantations and increased infrastructure. 

 

 Following India's independence, the last reigning monarch, Maharaja Bir Bikram Kishore Manikya, set the 

basis for Tripura’s unification into the Indian Union. In 1949, under his successor Kirit Bikram Kishore 

Manikya, the kingdom formally became a part of India as a Union Territory, subsequently obtaining full 

statehood in 1972. Despite the fall of the monarchy, the heritage of the Manikya dynasty remains profoundly 

rooted in Tripura’s cultural and historical identity.  

 

 This historical review emphasizes the Manikya dynasty’s persistence in protecting Tripura’s sovereignty while 

adjusting to shifting political settings. The kingdom’s contribution to regional culture, governance, and socio-

economic advancements highlights its prominence in Indian history. 

 

Keywords: Tripura, Manikya dynasty, Indian history, monarchy, Mughal impact, British colonialism, cultural 

heritage, statehood, indigenous government, royal legacy. 
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Introduction 

 

The Kingdom of Tripura, situated in the northeastern portion of the Indian subcontinent, possesses a rich and 

diversified historical past. One of the longest-ruling dynasties in the area, the Manikya Dynasty, impacted the 

cultural, political, and social environment of Tripura for almost 500 years. The history of this country, intricately 

connected with tales, customs, and regional geopolitics, demonstrates the durability and flexibility of its 

monarchs as they negotiated changing alliances, foreign invasions, and colonial influences. 

 

Tripura's documented history may be traced back to ancient times, with allusions found in Hindu writings such 

as the Mahabharata and the Puranas. The kingdom’s monarchs, claiming ancestry from the Lunar Dynasty 

(Chandravanshi), first ruled a huge swath of territory, stretching into portions of present-day Bangladesh, Assam, 

and Myanmar. However, the kingdom witnessed considerable geographical adjustments because of battles with 

surrounding powers and colonial intrusions. The Manikya Dynasty officially emerged as a strong force in the 

15th century with Ratna Manikya, who is commonly considered the first acknowledged monarch of Tripura. The 

family continued to control the province until its union into the Indian Union in 1949. 

 

Throughout its tenure, the Manikya Dynasty was noted for its encouragement of art, culture, and religion. The 

emperors brought architectural wonders, including temples and palaces that now exist as historical sites. They 

also had a major role in nurturing a unique combination of tribal and mainstream Hindu traditions, which greatly 

molded the socio-cultural fabric of Tripura. The Bengali impact on Tripura’s language and administrative 

institutions may also be linked to the Manikya monarchs, who maintained strong links with Bengal’s rulers while 

safeguarding their kingdom’s separate character. 

 

The kingdom’s strategic position made it a significant participant in the power dynamics of northeastern India. It 

fought in wars with the Mughal Empire, battled Burmese incursions, and eventually handled British colonial 

ambitions. By the late 19th and early 20th centuries, Tripura functioned as a princely state under British 

authority, preserving a degree of autonomy but conforming with colonial policy. 

 

 This historical review of the Manikya Dynasty gives insights into the history of Tripura as a kingdom that 

blended tradition with progress. Understanding the history of the Manikya monarchs aids in recognizing the 

cultural and historical richness of this northeastern state, which continues to maintain its tradition while 

embracing current development. 

 

Origins and Establishment of the Manikya Dynasty 

The Manikya Dynasty, one of the longest-ruling dynasties in Indian history, impacted the cultural and political 

environment of Tripura for millennia.  The kingdom of Tripura, situated in the northeastern section of the Indian 

subcontinent, dates its beginnings to ancient times.  The Manikya monarchs claimed genealogy from the fabled 

moon dynasty (Chandravansha) and established their reign over Tripura around the late 13th or early 14th 

century. 

 

 The beginnings of the Manikya Dynasty may be traced to the early medieval era, when Tripura was controlled 

by local chieftains and lesser states.  It was during the reign of Ratna Fa (r. c. 1280–1320 CE) that the basis of 

the Manikya Dynasty was formed.  He is credited with solidifying authority and creating a strong monarchy.  
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The term ‘Manikya’ was subsequently taken by monarchs, starting with Maharaja Maha Manikya, symbolizing 

the formal formation of the dynasty. 

 

 One of the primary causes in the establishment of the Manikya Dynasty was its favorable geographical position.  

Tripura, located between the Brahmaputra Valley and the Bay of Bengal, had access to trade routes that linked it 

with Bengal, Assam, and Myanmar.  The rulers seized on these relationships to grow their economy and preserve 

political stability.  Over time, the kingdom increased its dominance, frequently engaged in battles with 

neighboring nations like the Ahoms and the Bengal Sultanate. 

 

 The Manikya monarchs progressively evolved from a tribal type of government to an organized monarchy, 

integrating Hindu rituals and traditions into their administration.  This approach was impacted by connections 

with Bengal, where Hinduism was booming.  As a consequence, the monarchs patronized Hindu temples and 

Sanskrit literature while keeping local tribal customs.  The incorporation of Hindu rituals helped legitimize their 

control among both tribal and non-tribal communities. 

 

 By the 15th and 16th centuries, the Manikya monarchs had firmly cemented their grip over Tripura.  Rulers like 

Dharma Manikya (r. 1431–1462 CE) and Vijaya Manikya (r. 1532–1563 CE) played key roles in solidifying 

power and increasing the kingdom’s influence.  They initiated administrative changes, improved military 

capabilities, and encouraged cultural improvements. 

 

 The Manikya Dynasty continued to govern Tripura till its union with India in 1949.  The early creation of the 

dynasty established the groundwork for a strong and long empire that molded Tripura’s history for almost 600 

years. 

 

Expansion and Golden Age   

The Manikya Dynasty’s control over Tripura started in the 15th century, with Ratna Manikya (1464–1489) 

acknowledged as one of its early great monarchs. Under his reign, Tripura strengthened its influence over the 

bordering territories of Bengal, Assam, and Myanmar. Successive monarchs, like Dhanya Manikya (1490–1515), 

further entrenched power via military conquests and strategic partnerships. 

 

During the 16th and 17th centuries, Tripura’s monarchs maintained their authority by utilizing the region’s deep 

woods and rocky terrain to withstand invasions. The kingdom expanded its influence across the plains of Sylhet 

and Cachar while simultaneously engaging in diplomatic contacts with the Mughals. This time marked the 

pinnacle of Tripura’s territorial growth, making it a strong force in the area. 

 

Relations with the Mughals and British   

The Kingdom of Tripura, governed by the Manikya Dynasty, was one of the longest-reigning dynasties in India, 

dating its roots back to antiquity. Established in the 15th century, the Manikya monarchs preserved a separate 

identity while navigating difficult connections with bigger imperial powers, like the Mughals and subsequently 

the British. 

 1.1 Relations with the Mughals 

During the medieval era, the Manikya kings of Tripura had repeated battles and engagements with the Mughal 

Empire. In the 16th century, Maharaja Ananta Manikya and his successors faced military obstacles as the 
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Mughals strove to extend their power into northeastern India. Despite early opposition, the kingdom was finally 

pushed into a tributary arrangement with the Mughal Empire under Emperor Akbar. 

 In the late 16th century, Tripura came under heightened Mughal pressure under the reign of Maharaja Amar 

Manikya. Although the kingdom retained its autonomy, it had to accept Mughal suzerainty and pay tribute to the 

imperial authority in Bengal. This system permitted the Manikya kings to continue their government while 

striking a careful balance between submission and opposition. By the 17th century, Tripura had become a 

tributary state of the Mughals, and its authority over adjacent territories, including sections of Bengal and 

Assam, was increasingly restricted. 

 1.2 Relations with the British 

 The demise of the Mughal Empire in the 18th century paved the path for British expansion in the Indian 

subcontinent. By the early 19th century, the British East India Company had cemented authority over Bengal, 

placing Tripura under indirect British rule. In 1761, Maharaja Krishna Manikya established official diplomatic 

ties with the British, seeking their protection against foreign dangers and internal strife. 

 

 In 1809, Tripura formally became a British protectorate, enabling the Manikya kings to maintain nominal 

sovereignty while accepting British dominance. The British government engaged in succession conflicts and 

administrative affairs, diminishing the autonomous authority of the Manikya rulers. Despite these hurdles, 

Maharaja Birchandra Manikya (1862–1896) launched modernization initiatives and enacted administrative 

changes under British tutelage. 

 Tripura stayed under princely control until India’s independence in 1947. In 1949, Maharaja Kirit Bikram 

Kishore Manikya consented to join Tripura into the Indian Union, marking the end of the Manikya Dynasty’s 

autonomous authority. 

The history of the Manikya Dynasty illustrates Tripura’s perseverance and adaptation in the face of great powers. 

Its strategic alliances and agreements with the Mughals and the British helped establish its distinct political and 

cultural character, leaving a lasting influence in the area. 

The Last Rulers and Merger with India   

The Manikya Dynasty governed the Kingdom of Tripura for almost 500 years, with its roots reaching back to the 

15th century.  The dynasty achieved its height during the medieval era, strengthening its control over adjacent 

territories.  However, with the advent of British colonial administration in India, Tripura became a princely state 

under British suzerainty in 1761.   

 The last reigning monarch, Maharaja Bir Bikram Kishore Manikya Bahadur, played a key role in modernizing 

Tripura.  He implemented administrative changes, infrastructural development, and educational programs.  

Unfortunately, he died suddenly in 1947, shortly before India's freedom.  His successor, Kirit Bikram Kishore 

Manikya, was a minor at the time, resulting to a regency under his mother, Maharani Kanchan Prava Devi.   

 Following India's independence, political upheavals surged throughout princely kingdoms.  On September 9, 

1949, an agreement was struck between the Government of India and Maharani Kanchan Prava Devi, 

culminating to the official merger of Tripura with India on October 15, 1949.  Tripura then became a Union 

Territory in 1956 and acquired full independence on January 21, 1972.  The merger marked the end of the 
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Manikya Dynasty’s reign, incorporating Tripura into the Indian Union while conserving its unique cultural 

history. 

Legacy of the Manikya Dynasty   

  The Manikya Dynasty, which governed Tripura for almost 500 years, left a lasting mark on the history and 

culture of the province.  Established in the 15th century by Maharaja Ratna Manikya, the dynasty had a key role 

in creating the political, cultural, and social environment of Tripura.  Under its tenure, the kingdom retained its 

sovereignty despite attacks from the Mughals, the British, and internal disputes. 

 One of the most amazing elements of the Manikya Dynasty was its ability to mix local traditions with 

exogenous influences.  The rulers were tremendous patrons of art, literature, and architecture.  They encouraged 

the Tripuri language and culture while simultaneously embracing Bengali influences, resulting to a unique 

cultural fusion.  The creation of great temples, such as the Tripura Sundari Temple, is a tribute to their 

commitment to art and religion. 

 Administratively, the Manikya monarchs adopted measures that provided stability and government.  They 

maintained diplomatic connections with neighboring kingdoms and colonial powers to protect their autonomy.  

However, with the advent of British colonization, Tripura became a princely state under British suzerainty in the 

19th century.  Despite this, the Manikya kings continued to govern with a degree of independence until Tripura’s 

unification with India in 1949. 

 The socio-cultural effect of the dynasty persists to the current day.  Traditional Tripuri rituals, festivals, and 

folklore still reflect the stamp of the Manikya period.  Even after the monarchy was overthrown, the efforts of 

the dynasty in maintaining Tripura’s legacy remain widely respected.  The Manikya legacy persists in the state’s 

cultural identity, historical monuments, and the pride of its people, reflecting an age of perseverance, artistic 

quality, and administrative savvy that continues to inspire generations. 

Conclusion  

 

The Manikya Dynasty, which controlled the Kingdom of Tripura for centuries, left an unmistakable effect on the 

region’s history, culture, and government. As one of the longest-ruling families in the Indian subcontinent, their 

legacy is defined by perseverance, adaptation, and a capacity to sustain sovereignty despite the obstacles faced 

by surrounding nations and colonial forces.  

 

From its early origins in mythology and the formation of an organized monarchy, the Manikya monarchs 

traversed complicated socio-political terrain to extend and solidify their territory. They had a crucial role in 

creating Tripura’s character via administrative reforms, military victories, and cultural patronage. The dynasty's 

capacity to encourage artistic and intellectual accomplishments helped to the blossoming of Bengali and 

Kokborok traditions, having a lasting imprint on the cultural legacy of Tripura.  

 

One of the most notable qualities of the Manikya monarchs was their diplomatic ability. They effectively 

balanced ties with the Mughals, the British, and other regional powers while keeping their autonomy for a  

lengthy time. However, the ultimate absorption of Tripura into British India as a princely state signified the 

gradual fall of absolute monarchical power. With the political upheavals after India's independence, Tripura 

transformed into a democratic state, officially integrating with the Indian Union in 1949. This signaled the end of 

the Manikya Dynasty’s governmental power, but not its historical and cultural importance.  
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Despite the political shift, the Manikya tradition continues to impact contemporary Tripura. The region’s cultural 

environment still carries the traces of the dynasty’s sponsorship of arts, literature, and religion. Many 

architectural marvels, historical documents, and cultural rituals survive as testaments to their efforts. Even today, 

the lineage of the Manikya monarchs is regarded with veneration by the people of Tripura, signifying the 

region’s rich past and historical continuity.  

 

The Manikya Dynasty represents a unique combination of tradition and adaptation. It effectively kept its 

indigenous character while interacting with foreign influences, assuring the growth and development of Tripura 

through numerous historical epochs. The dynasty’s durability through centuries of upheaval and its ultimate 

assimilation into the contemporary Indian state emphasize its historical importance. Though monarchical 

authority has long ended, the spirit of the Manikya monarchs continues to define the cultural and historical 

awareness of Tripura, making their legacy a vital part of India’s varied historical fabric. 
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